
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




s-.. ..p 



:: J!iS33),-£fmR^,]jrrji!'x>jm^'M'j)^-$,Q:rj:s 



II 

lit 



' iiii 



A^ 









J^ 



3Y Xa 



:OY. 



/o./x^ 




ESSAYS 



OM THE 



DISTINGUISHING TRAITS 



OF 



CHRISTIAN CHARACTER: 



BT GARDIKEB SFRINO^ A. M. 

Pastor of tfte Brick Preshytenan Church in the 
city of JSTeio York. 



n yof wt^toL rv ir» Ki? wd%m umirw rv 0fy« 



PUBLISHED BY SAMUEL T. ARMSTRONG, 

vo. 50, covhhtll; 

And sold by Joho Sayre, New York; W. W. Woodwaixi, 

Philadelpbia; and S.C. b I. Sebenk, Savannab, Geo. 

1819. 



JKHrkttfMw T§rk, w. 
Bi IT iuciXBniSD, that on the sixteenth day of 
Oetober. in the thirty-eighth year of the independenee of 
the United States of America, GAKOunoi Sprivs of the 
said District, hath deposited in this ofilee the title of a book, 
the right whereof he elaims as Proprietor in the words fol- 
*owing, to vriU 

E$sa^$ on die DiHinffuUhing' Ttmii of Christian 
Character: By Gardiner Spring, A, M, Potior of the 
Brick Preohytenan Church in the City of JVcw York, 
i y»f xm^ita 0tr mc tut fv3«i« vmicw nt Osv. 

In eonformity to the act of the Congress of the United 
States, intitled, <<An act for the encoaragement of learning, 
by secaring the oopies of maps, charts, and books, to the 
authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times 
therein mentioned;'* and also to an act intitlra, *'An act 
sapplementarj to an act, intitled an act for the encourage- 
ment of learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and 
books, to the authors and proprietors of soch copies during 
the times therein mentioned; and extending the benefits 
thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and etching, 
historical and other prints." P. SPE^^CBR, Junr. 

Clerk of the JH^trict of JsCew York. 



CONTENTS. 



ESSAY I. p^ftt. 

Visible Morality, V - g 

ESSAY II. 
Porm of ReUgiop, ••.....13 

ESSAY m. 
Specirittire Knowle^ - - - ^ • • S8 

ESSAY IV. 
Conviction of Sin, - ... . • . -SO 

ESSAY V. 
Coofidenee in good Estate, . - • . . $9 

ESSAY VI. 
liore to God, - ....•••56 

ESSAY VI^. 
Bepeatukcc, - -- -. - « >* 7S 

ESSAY VIII. 
Faitfc, 16 

ESSAY IX. 
Humilitj, - I--10S 

ESSAY X. 
Self-denial, . - - til 

ESSAY XI. 
Spirit of Pn^cr, ... - - . - 131 

ESSAY xn. 

tiove to the Brethren, - 141 

ESSAY ^nt 
Non-conformity to the World, - • ^ - 148 

ESSAY xrv. 

Growth in Graoe, - - - * - - - - 157 

ESSAY XV. 
Fractieal Obediettcv, - - . - - - 167 

Coaelusioo, •-••••••• 179 



INTRODUCTION. 



There is a hope that is a» an anchor ta tftt touif 
and there is a hope that b as the 9fiidtr*0 wtA*. 
The former is built ioi& the Rook of Ages; the laJt- 
teron the saad. The one perwheik when Goit^ 
taketh away the 9<mh the other is smpc and ^iead" 
Just, entering' into that wMth i» wiMm tka vtiL 

The hope of the Chfiatian ia fouaMI on ts\r 
dence. The disciple of lesusfs-rvatfy to gmt am 
answer to every one that astetk htmaKBASov.q/ Hmt 
hofte that t* in him. He is bom oftkt incorrttfMle 
seed. His ho/ie maketh not as/iamed^ hecatme tha 
love of God is shed abroad in his heart by the If9fy 
Ohost which is given unto him. 

The hope of the self-deceived is founded qd 
presumption. He is wrapt up in false security; 
A deceived heart hath turned him aside. Tiiefeia 
a lie in his right hand. He imagines he is right» 
while he is fatally wrong; he hopes he is goiag t^ 
heaven, while he is in the broad way to helU 

It is no inconsiderable thing, therefore, to pos- 
sess the spirit of real religion. Multitudes sub^ 
stitute the shadow for the substance^ and rest 8atia<^ 
lied with a mere n<Xf7^ to live. It is indued no in* 
considerable thing to have actually /tossed from 
death unto life. Multitudes cherish the hope of 
the divine favor, who will at last be confounded with 
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VI IITTBODUCTION. 

cUeappointment, and sunk deep in despair. Let the 
reader, therefore, sit down to the following pages 
with this solemn question before hiTn: Jm I the 
friend ofGod^ or am I Hw enemy? It will be too 
late to put this question by and by. Perhaps you 
fear that you are God's enemy. Perhaps you hope 
you are His friend. To aid you in deciding this 
interes^Bg point, is the design of the following 
pages. There are some tilings that are neither for 
nor against you; there are others that are decisive- 
ly in your favor. - The first five Essays will exhibit 
several traka of character, that cannot be relied on 
2A'Conclturtfe evidence of genuine religion. The 
last ten will exhibit several that may be relied on, 
without danger of deception. 

The importance of the subject constrains the 
writer to use great freedom and plainness. The 
plainness which he has used, also constrains him to 
beg his readers to suspend their decision of the sol- 
emn question before them, until they shall have 
taken Vifull view of the subject. If any thing should 
te s^ that wounds them, let them remember, it 
is the **wound of a friend." The honor of God, 
the value of the soul, the awful retributions of eter- 
nity, all make me more solicitous to save you, than 
to please you. 

Searcher of hearts! send out thy light and thy 
truths and let them lead me. Discover their de- 
ception to the self-deceived, and make thy dear 
children «?fow^ m the grace that is in Christ Jtsns. 

Mw'Yorky October Sthy 1813. 
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TiSlBLB MORAUTT. 

MA^ lookeih on the outward appearance. It 
is not by a few that visMe morality is viewed 
as the narrow rcay which leadeth to life. It 
would he an inipeachmetit of the understand- 
ing of mj readers^ to say that mere morality 
is not conclusive evidence of Christian Char- 
acter, were it not for the maHitude of hopes 
that are bnilt upon this crumbling basis. An 
unblemished moral churacter is in itself so 
amiable^ that it not only commands the re- 
spect and esteem of others^ but secures the 
confidence of those who possess it. If a 
man is honest, industrious and temperate; 
faithful to his promises^ and punctual in his 
engagements; if he possesses a friendly* hu- 
mane, kind, generous, and noble spirit; he 
views himself, and is viewed by the world 
around him, to be a ^^good-bearted mau,'^ 
and in a fair way to heaven! If he is correct 
in bis external demeanor; if he avoids all 
overt acts of immorality; if he is innocent 
and harmless; if his honor is unsullied and 
bis name without reproach; though be may 
confess that he is not so good as he should be, 
yet he believes he is much better than he isw 
He sees nothing to shake his hopes, or alarm 
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bis fears. Look abroad isto the world, atiii 
see the thousands that rest here for eternity. 
Melancholy view! The heart is indeed deceit^ 
Jul aborce all things^ as well as desperatdy 
vncked. 

The man who is merely mora^ is a stranger 
to the living God. While he sustains an 
unimpeached character in the view of the 
ivorld, he may neither believe the principles 
of the Gospel, nor practise the duties of pie- 
ty. He may be invincibly averse to every 
species of immorality on the one hand; but 
he is equally so to the exactness and spiritu- 
ality ot religion on the other. The infinitely 
important duties which he owes to God, be 
keeps entirely out of sight. Of loving and 
serving Him, he knows nothing. Whatever 
he does, or whatever he leaves undone, he 
does nothing for God. He may be honest in 
his dealings with every body except God. 
He robs none but God. He is thankless and 
faithless to none but God. He speaks re- 
proHchfuU)' of none but God. A just view 
of the relation which he bears to God, forma 
no part of his principles, and the duties whicli. 
result from that relation^ form no part of his 
morality. He contents himself with mere 
external conformity to the duties of the 
second tabic* Like the young man in the 
Gospel, he may not have committed murder, 
nor adultery, nor theft, nor perjury,/ro>» At* 
ifotUh up; while, like him, he may have laid 
uptreasui^cs for himself, and not he rick 
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toward Ooi. He is earthly and senmat 
rather than heavenly and spiritual. 

in the^ sight of €kHl, such a character is 
radically defective* The moral man is like 
Israel of old; an empty rine, because he bring- 
tth forth fruU to himself. He is no better 
tfian the unprofitable servant; no better than 
a cnmberer of the ground, who will at last 
tie cut down and cast int» the unquenchable 
flame. 

Let it not be forgotten, however, that no 
man has <4ie least claim to Christian Char- 
acter, who ts not what the world styles a 
moral man. Vital religion Is an operative 
principle. The spirit of piety not only lives 
in the heart, but flows forth in the life. J good 
tree cannot bring forth evil fruU. Whatever 
may be the pretensions of an immoral man, he 
is far from the kingdom of heaven. Still, mei*e 
morality falls far short of the religion of the 
cniss. The grand defect is, mere morality 
never aim» at the heart, and wouM never 
touch it, if it should. The natural dispo- 
sition may be very amiable, anfl the external 
demeanor very blameless; while the carnal 
heart is enmity against God. The Gospel of 
Jesus Christ requires men- to be moral; and 
if this were all that it required, the moral man 
would be a Christian. But it requires them 
to be moral from holy principles. The Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ requires men to be hon- 
est, sober, industrious, and munificent; but 
it requires them to be honest, sober, industriv 
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ouSf and munificent^ from evangelical mo- 
tives. Jis a man thinketh in his heart, so is 
he* The moral quality of actions lies in the 
disposition of heart with which they are per- 
formed. A man may tberefcnre be very honesty 
very hiimame^ s^nd very munificent; but if the 
disposition of heart with which the acts 
of honesty, humanity, and mnnificeiice are 
performed, be not such as Qod requires and 
approves, he has no lot nor part in the por* 
lion of God's people. 

There is a wide distinction between morat 
roirttus and ChrisUan graces^ Christian gra*- 
ces spring from Christtaift motives, or auch 
motives as are warranted by the Go^l of 
Christ. They regards in the first plade, the 
glory of Gody and the interests of his king- 
dom; and then regulate our intercourse with 
our fellow men according to the princijdes of 
lus word. Moral virtues spring from selfish 
motives. Tiiey have no regard for the glory 
of God and the inter<Mts of his kingdom. 
They go just so far. as self-interest leads the 
way, and there they stop Such are the 
virtues of men dead in trespasses and sin; such 
is the morality of '^philanthropists;'' such is 
the morality of the heathen; such is the mo- 
rality of infidels. Reader, look into your 
Bible, Will such morality be of any avail 
in the solemn hour, that tries the spirits of 
men? To the law and the testimony: Every 
pap^e will flash conviction on the conscience, 
that such spurious morality is of no account 
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]R the sig^ht of GoiK I say^ In the sight of 
God: The moral inan has a higher claim 
upon the regard and cofifidence of his fellow 
men than the immoral man. He* is- a better 
ruler and a better subject^ a better parent 
and a better child, a. better master and ft 
better servant, than the immoral man. Other 
things being equalf he is less guilty in the 
sight of Uod than* the immoral man. But 
after aU> he wants the oae Udng needftd. He 
is a child of wrath* HQ.is wWifhU Christ; an 
aUen from the commanwealUi of Israel; a 
stranger from the coroenanis of promise: an* 
though he may cherish a delusive hope, i^ 
imihout God in the worlds 



ESSAY If. 

V FORM OP RELIGION. 

^Many/^ says an old writer, "take tlie 
press-money and wear t!ie livery of Christy 
that never stand to their colors, nor follow 
tlieir leader." The character of the formal- 
ist ranks higher in the estimation of the 
world, than the character of the mere moral- 
ist. FormalTsts advance a step fiirtlier than 
visible morality, and maintain i\\Q form of re- 
ligion. They are those who arc not only de- 
cent in their external depoi^ment among men^ 
but strict in the observance of all the diilics. 
of piety. Tlicy put on the appearance oF 



14 FOBM ov msuQioir. 

real religion: But this; is not conclusive ev« 
idence of their Christian Character. 

We read of those who have the form cfgoi» 
linens, bnA who den/f the power thereof. Met» 
may* maintaiii the tbrm of godliness from a 
variety of motivesy none of which spring 
from the operation of grace in the heart. 
Many persons do it for the soke of reputa- 

' tion. A due regard to the institutions of 
Christianity, forms so e4»9ential a part of the 
character of the good citizen, that among a; 
virtuous people, it is difficult to secure esteem 
and confidence, without a becoming observ- 
ance of the external duties of religion. Such 
is the homage which vice pays to virtue, that 
in Christian communities, it is a creditable 
thing to put on the appearance of religion. 
To those who regard the good opinion of the 
world around them, th^re are not wanting 
multiplied motives to appear better than they 
really are. 

No small portion of those who maintain 

. the mere form of religion » do it from the 
force of education. A religious education 
cannot fail to have a desirable influence, in a 
greater or less degree, upon all, both in re- 
straining them from the commission of crime,' 
and in impelling them to the external per- 
formance of duty. It often does have this 
influence upon many during the whole course 
of their lives. It is difficult to break over 
the restraints which have been imposed by 
parental instruction and example, without 
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flingdar Wldneas and the most bratish stu* 
pidity. Hence jou find many who persevere 
in the osnal forms of religion to the end of 
Kfe^ who give you no saitisfactory reason to 
believe that their hearts are right witli God. 
The observance of the external services of 
piety has become a habit; and they walk the 
customary rdmnd of duties because it is a 
beaten path, rather than because it is a pleas- 
ant one; 

Perhaps a still greater number maintain 
tbe appeai^nce of godliness for the sake of 
quieting the clamcmi of natural conscience* 
The inspifiitianqftheJilmighiy has implanted 
a principle in the human breast, which is ca* 
pable of disc^ning tbe immutable dlfierence 
between.right and wrong; of giving men a 
sense of moral obligation; and of approving 
what is right and condemning what is wrong 
in their moral conduct* There arc seasons 
when the silent voice of that invisible agent, 
who is commissioned by God to record the 
sins of thought and action,whispcrs that Ood is 
angry with the wicked every day. The impla* 
cable foe stings with anguish and convulses 
with agony. In these seasons of remorse, 
the carnal heart naturally ilecs to the cov- 
enant of works. When the moral principle 
is awake, th^re can be nothing that looks like 
a compromise between tbe heart and the con- 
science, short of a life of external godliness. 
The conscience is so seriously afTected with 
divine truths as often and for a length of time, 
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Aot to allow some of the worst of men in the? 
omission of any of the external duties of re- 
ligion. 

There are also those who maintain the^ 
form of religion for the sake of fostering the 
persuasion jot their own .good estate. We 
know that there is a way which sbemeth 
right to a maUf hU the end thteretf are the^ 
ways of death. Men who are experimentally 
ignorant of the nature of i-eai religion, easily 
substitute the shadow for the substance. £x* 
ternaily, the formalist doea not differ from 
a real saint He performs all those overt acts 
of religion which he would perform, if he 
were at heart a sincere follower of Christ. 
Hence the beauty of his external conduct 
induces him to imagine that he is so. Thus 
Paul felt before the law of God came home 
to his conscience, discovered his guilt, and 
swept away his carnal hopes.. And. thus the 
foolish virgins felt tilt the midnight cry was 
glvenf Behotdftiie Bridegroom eomelhJ Rather 
than give up their hope, formalists continue 
to cherish their deception, by substituting 
the appearance for the reality, till their de- 
ception, their hope,, and their irksome forms 
vanish together, and leave them amid the 
waitings of the eternal pit. 

There are very many who, from some one 
of these causes, or all of them combined, 
carry the form of godliness to every possible 
extent, and are still nothing more than sound- 
ing brass or a tinkling cymbal* This was 
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eminently tbe character of tfce Pharisees. 
They were what their name denotes them to 
have iieen^ separaiUtSj distinguished for their 
rigid manner of life^ and great pretensions 
to sanctity. They fasted often, made long 
prayers, paid litbeB with exactness, and dis- 
tributed alms with liberality. As a badge 
of distinction, they wore large rolls of parch-^ 
ment on their foreheaiAt and wrists, on whichr 
were inscribed certain words of the law. Ad 
an exhibition of their purity, they ilever 
entered Ihriurhonses, or sat down at their 
tables, without Washing their bands. They 
would not $0 nuKb as touch a publican, or 
eat, or drink, or pray with a man that was 
a sinner. But all this was corrupted by an 
evH heart of nnbeUrff and served only to fatter 
their pride, and JiU up the measure of their 
imquitym All this waa eoasisleilt with shutting 
up the kingdom ^ hearoen; and mither going 
in thtmsdves, nor suffering them that are enter^ 
ing to go in. All this was denounced by one 
woe after another,as the hypocrisy of men who 
abould tfaeopefore recerot the greater damnatum.. 
We need not go far to look for moltipfied 
testimony, that there are those in this age of 
tftie Cbnrcfa who like the Pharisees, outward- 
ty appear righteous unto men, but within ar€ 
fuU of hfpoerisy and im^fui$if. It is not diflS.* 
cult to make dean the outside of the cup and 
Qj the platter. Men may read and pray ^ they 
Biay attend to the duties, of the family, and 
the sanctuary, and often to those of tbe closet; 
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they may profess to be en the Lord's side;* 
give up their cbildreii to» Grod in baptism;; 
Clime tbemselves to the sacramental table; 
and engage in the solemn act of commemora- 
ting tiie love of the Lord Jesus, and yet know 
no more of real, vital piety, than tlie pray- 
erlesaand profane. Espcclatly is this too 
often true of those who are baptised in their- 
infancy; and educated under the care of those 
churches who admit them^^into their coaimun- 
ion»,fbr no other reason and with no other- 
evidence of their good estate, than that they 
have received the '^initiating seal of the 
€hurch.'"N' But their condemnation i&as sure^ 

* The Vax practiise of admission to seaHng ordinances, is. 
an evil which cannot be too deeply deplored. In cities, 
where there is unhappily something like the spirit of rivalship ■ 
in the churches, it is one of the most dangerous snares of the 
Fowler. Ministers and Elders' often yield to the teniptation, 
and it is to be feared, receive many into the church, who 
will at last be toeighedin the balance*, and found rpanting: 

The ordinance of the Supper is the peculiar privilege of 
believers. 

In the act of commemorating the lore of the L4ird Jesus, 
there is ^a virtual, nay^ there is an expreea profesuon of. 
saving faith in the Lord> Jesus. Now the wovd of God 
justifies no man in professing to possess that which he does* 
not possess. If it does, it warrants him in professing a lie. 
Those, therefore, who have a right to the ordinance of the 
Supper, are real believers. 

This cupt says the ever.blessed Redeemer, This cup is 
the MEW GovsvAVT in my blood. It is the seal of that cov- 
enant; none therefore have the warrant to partake of it, ex- 
cept diose who are within the pale of that covenant. Be- 
lievers only are fn that covenant; therefore, believers only 
have a right to its seal. 

The cup of blessing vMch we bless, is it not the cotmnun^. 
ifin of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break is. 
it not the communion of the body of Christ? For we being- 
many, are one bread and one body. For we are all partftr 



l» thetf guilt 13 great. To look for conclu- 
sive evidence of Christian Character in the 
mere form of ClirisHanity, is to expect the 
evidence of purity where there is nothing but 
4iie marlLS of pollution. The mere formal- 
ist is ^xoeedingl J sinful. ' No man has a 
right to be a formalist^ whether his formality 
arises from hypocrisy or self-deception^ or 

fcers of that onehread. ThU grftnd privilege which believers 
enjoj at the •acramental tiiMe» eotHtmmion with Chritt and 
•with each other^ rests upon the vital an'iOD of the soul to 
Christ by faith. Believers become members of A»« bodt/. 
Vhey hate all drunk into one tpirits and are also all tnent' 
her* one of another. None, therefore, have a right to come 
to the aacramcntal table who ai*e not real beUever^i fov 
no others have the sptrit of eommanion wiili Christ and his 
disciples. 

The^^ht of access to the ordinance of tW Sapper, we 
know does not &Wl the rig:bt of ailraiision. It is notour 
prerogachre to judge the heart. After exercising all het^ 
wisdom, a chareh may admit some to her oommunioii who 
Ought not to be admitted, and debar others who have a right 
to the privilege. Still, the right t>f admission »> not inde* 
pendent of the right of access. NotwithsUnding we cannot 
judge the heart, it is oar indispensaUeduty to form our 
opinions and regulate our conduct from the best evidence 
%hich'«'e can obtain. It is our indianeasable duty to reiceive 
ttiose who are, and to reject those who are not, in thejmlg- 
mem of Christian charity, real believers. To multiply 
eommuYiieants merely fiir tlie sake of multiplying them; to 
make converts faster than tke Spirit of God makes them; to 
add to the Church those whom the Lord does not add; gives 
her neither iltrength nor beau ty. ••Better is it that the 
eboreh Bhould be a small, sdect band, cemented b^ ardent 
love to their Master and liis interest, than a discordtint 
multitude without harmony of sentiment and alfectioD. 
The three hundred that lapped under Gideon, the type of 
Christ, were more potent than the mighty host of Midian 
and Amalek. Union is the strength and beauty of our Zion. 
Union, not nnmbersf will make her terrible at an army 
with banners"* 

* Address *f tlte General Assooietion of Cmnectiatt, 
Jme'Z'id, 1909, 
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both. He has no right to deceive bioMelf^or 
to deceive others. Every species of mere 
formality is viewed by God as no better than 
detestable. How did be express his displeasure 
towards his ancient people for this sin? ««Thi8 
people, saith he, draweth nigh unto me wilk 
their mouth, and honoreth me with their lipsi 
but their heart is far from me." God also d^ 
mands of his people, «To what purpose is the 
multitude of your sacrifices unto me, saith tlie 
Lord? When ye come to appear before me^ 
who bath required this at your bands to tread 
my courts? Bring no more vain oblations; 
incense is an abomination unfo me; the new 
moons and sabbaths, the calling of assem- 
blies, I cannot away with: it is iNiqtiTY^ 
even the solemn meeting.'' God sets the 
guilt of formalists In the most striking light, 
by the words of the prophet: <<He that kilU 
pth an ox, is as if he slew a man; he that 
sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's 
neck; he that offereth an oblation, as if he 
offered swine's blood; be that burneth incense 
as if he blessed an idoK" Killing an ox in 
sacrifice was required, but killing a man wa?9 
forbidden; sacrificing a lamb was required,, 
but sacrificing a dog was forbidden; oblations 
were required, but swine's blood was forbid- 
den; burning incense was required, but bles- 
sing or worshipping an idol forbidden. Hence, 
so far is the mere form of devotion from 
being either acceptable to God, or evidence 
of our own good estate, that it is no better 
than if we slew a man^ or worshipped an idoL 
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^^Be not deceived; for God is not mocked* 
All are not Israel that are of Israel. Ue is 
not a Jew that is one outwardly. There are 
Biany that are called bj the name of Israel^ 
which swear by the name of the Lor^i, and 
Biake mention of the Ood of Israel; but not 
in truth» nor^ in righteousness/' Like tlie 
Pharisees^ you may pray long, and fast oft; 
and like tliem» you may be a generation a/ 
viperip and never escape the daTmuitian of heU. 

•Their lifted eyes salute the skies, 
^Their bended knees the ground; 
**Bnt God abhors the sacrifice, 
<* Where not the heart is found." 

O how often is this picture presented in real 
life! Chdf I thank thee that I am not as other 
mefif or even as this publicaum Would that 
thou wert more like him! Thy corrupt heart 
corrupts all the fair forms of thy devotion»and 
thou art siiU in the gaU of hiUemess^ and the 
honds of iniquity. The hope of formalists is 
the offspring of a deceived and a wicked heart. 
It is an affront to the majesty of heaven; it 
is a violation of the laws of his empire; it 
^ives the lie to the Author of Eternal Truth. 
Hence the state of formalists is full of danger* 
*They are singularly prone to cherish their 
deception. They are taken in their own craf- 
tiness. They flatter themselves in their own 
eyeSf tUl their iniquity be found to he hattfuL 
They rest in a hope that will at last Mie like 
a serpent, and sting like an adder. 
s 
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ESSAY III. 

SPECULATIVE KNOWLEDGE. 

SpEcraATivE KTV^OTVLEDGE is HO Ies8 die- 
ficient in the testimony which it bears i» 
Christian Character, tlian visible morality nir 
the form of religion. Neither is conclusive. 

Speculative knowledge is by no means tm 
be undervalued. Ignorance, in most ca«es^ 
is far from being venial; error is always 
more or less sinful. It is or seriotis impor- 
tance that the opinions of men be formed; 
and formed upon the principles or the linorir* 
ing standard. There can be no spiritual 
knowledge, where there is no speculative 
knowledge. God cannot be loved, where he 
is not i^uown. IVulh is the natural aliment 
of all gracious affections. But though (here, 
can be no spiritual knowledge whci*e there is 
no speculative knowledge; there may be 
much speculative knowledj^e where there is 
no spiritual knowledge. Though the want 
of speculative knowledge may be dccisiveiy 
against you; the possession of it is not neces-- 
sarily in your favor. 

We have only to o])en our eyes to dlscem. 
the/ac£ that very wicked men are sometimea 
orthodox in their sentiments. Wicked nicu,, 
as well as good men, are endowed with per- 
ception, reason^' and conscience. And thcj 
are as capable of applying these faculties in 
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>eflectins upon moral objects, as upon natural 
objects. Tiiey ai'e not only capable of an* 
derstanding the truth, but often do under>- 
stand it with accuracy. How many have 
you seen who were thoroughly versed in the 
scriptures; who bad correct theoretical viewn 
of the character of God — ^the character of 
jaan — the character and offices of Christ-** 
of the necessity, nature and cause of regen- 
eration; who comprehended a connected sys- 
tem of theology, and were distinguished- 
champions for the faith, who were, notwith- 
standing all this, strangers to the religion of 
the heart! Thou believest there is one Ood: 
Thou do$t v}dL. Tlie devils also believe and 
tremUe. Satan himself was once an Angei 
of Light There is no more studious obser- 
ver of the character and designs of God, 
than the Great .adversary of both. There 
is no greater proficient in theological truth, 
than the father of lies. <^There is no want 
of orthodoxy even in hell." 

For the existence of this fact, we are not. 
at a loss for satisfactory reasons. Speculative 
knowledge has its seat in the head; vital 
religion in the heart. There is no moral 
goodness in the simple assent of- the under- 
standing to truth. We receive, and com- 
pound, and compare ideas, whether we wish 
to do it or not When we see the evidence 
of a proposition to be clear, we cannot with- 
hold our assent to it, while we may hate the 
. trnth we receive^ and love the error we reject 
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Beside, there is netbing in the nature of 
speculative knevvledge to produce holy affec* 
tion. The twilight of reason and conscience* 
and the clear snnshine of the Gospel, are in 
theiMelrceSf alike unadapted to the causation 
of holiness^ All the light of eternity break* 
ing in upon the understanding of the natural 
man, cannot create one spark of holy love* 
You may follow the natural man through 
every possible degree of instruction; and 
though his head will be better, his heart will 
be worse. It is irrational to fijhppose, that a 
dear view of an object that is hated will pro* 
dure love to the object. If, \v hen the character 
and truth ot God are partially seen^ they are 
the objects of hatred; wlien clearly seen, they 
will become the objects of malignity. The 
understandings therefore, maybe enlightened^ 
while the lieart remains perfectly vitiated. 

Far be it from us, by these remaiks, to 
exclude from our tiieoliigy the doctrine of 
IHvine Ilhiminatian. The scriptural view of 
this doctrine will go far toward enabling us 
to distinguish between those who in trutk 
know Ood^ and those who glorify him not a» 
God. In this great work, the hearifih^ moral 
disporitUmf is changed, and not the head. 
Vitliout this spiritual illumination, the soul 
will be forever shrouded in darkness that 
may be felt. The souls of the sanctified bad 
for ever remained without form and void; 
totally disordered; a mere moral chaos; mer- 
ged in shades of thickest darkness — had not 
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that €hd who commanded the liglU to $hine 
cut rf darknessf shined into their hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
€f Godyin the face of Jesns Christ. This is 
a kind of knowledge, however, which is fto" 
nl^me mere intellectual specnlatton. It is 
not imm^ately the object of inteliectual 
qiecnlattofi^ but of gracious auctions. This 
is a kind of knowledge which is both of di- 
Tine origtnaU and divine nature. This is 
4)6* knowledge that tdifieth; all other puffetli^ 
wp. The essential difference between that 
knowledge which is, and that which is not 
conclusive evidence of Christian Character^ 
lies in this: The object of the 'one, is the 
agreement of the several parts of a theological 
proposition: the object of the other is moral 
heautyf the intrinsic loroeliness of God and 
divine things. The sinner sees and hates; 
the saint sees and loves. The prophecy of 
Bsaias is fulfilled in the experience of thou- 
aandst Bearing they shall hear^ and iwt under-- 
stand; and seeing they shall see and not per* 
CEiTE. Something more is necessary to make 
a man a Christian, besides the enlighteninj^ 
Of the natural understaAding. Beware of 
the hope that is built on no firmer basis than 
a just speculative view of the doctrines of the 
Gospel! 
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ESSAY IT. 

CONVICTION OF SIN. 

It is not strange^ that nataral men should 
sometimes be alarmed by a sense of Uieir 
danger. When they sec that the judgments 
^fvhidi God has denounced against sin, will 
sooner or later overtake them; that they aro 
rapi()ly passing to the gates of death; and 
tliat they arc unprepared for tlic solemn re- 
alities of tlie future world; it is impossiUo 
for them to remain unmoved. 'I'hey beglit 
to think seriously of the things tliat belong 
to their cveHasting peace. 'I'hey cease to 
make light of tiiat which is important, and 
to view as important that which is lighter 
than vanity. They begin to see things as 
they are. The value of the soul — the indis- 
pensable necessity of an intei*est in the blood 
of sprinkling — heaven — hell — these are sub* 
jects which engage their most serious reflec* 
tion, and excite the most fearful alarm* But^ 
strange to tell) how soon does their soieronitj 
vanish! How often is their alarm momentarjl 
The lapse even of a few weeks may convince 
youy that all this is but the early eUmd^ ant 
the morning dew^ thai quickly passeth away. • 
A variety of considerations induce us t9 
believe, that no degree of conricfionfor sin is 
conclusive evidence of Christian Character. 
The simple conviction, that lam a sinmr, m 



cmanoii to all men. That view of aifi whidi 
arises from U$ haieful wiHrt as eommitUA 
4^ttut the EbUf 6#d» is peculiar to saints* 
There is a state of mind diffi^ring from botb 
these, from the former in de{^ree» and from 
theiattoria kind, wMch is dss^ated hj 
the phrase, ernmc&tmjor nn. 

Impenitent sinners are often broti{;ktta 
nee their own sinfulness. God gives them a 
jnst view of their character. They are fa-^ 
vored with a discovery of the loio/ corrupt 
Uon of their hmris. They see that they hmt 
moi the lave rf God in them. Tliey are made 
sensible that they are under the dominion of 
the carnal mind that is enmity against Qod. 
Tlie IHvint law, in all the reasonableness of 
ks precept, and all the equity of its sanction, 
comes home to the conscience with power, 
nnd brings with it the knowledge of sin, and 
the sense of guilt. They see its extent and 
spirituality, as well as its righteousness. 
They feel as Paul felt, when the command- 
muni casnCf nn revivedf and lie died. Sin 
does actually revive. The law that binds 
their consciences, excites the enmity of their 
liearts. The more clearly they discern its 
righteousness and spiiituality, tlie more vig* 
orously do they hato its Divine Author. They 
begin to learn what kind of hearts they cher* 
ish. They see that in tliem there dwelkih lUk 
goad thing. In vain do tliey search for the 
least holiness, or a single duty,ln all that they 
luivedone* Mvery imagination ^ tlie thouglUs 
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of their hearts is mfy toU amtinuaUy. Ail Aeir 
words and all their actions, ail their desires 
and all their prayers are in direct contrariety* 
to the holy law of God. Now, suffer me to 
asli, is there any religion in all tliis? I'here 
can be none surely in possesHing ^ depraved 
hearty and there is none in merely being 
sensihle tliat we possess it. In the simple 
discovery, that I am an atrocious sinner^ 
there is no sense of the hateful nature of sint. 
no sorrow for sin, no desire to be delivered 
from Its power. To see my aggravated sin* 
fulness and not be humbled on account of it* 
U evidence of unyielding enmity, rather than 
cordial reconciliation* If a sti*on.£; sense, or 
if you please, ilie strongest sense of personal 
sinfulness, were conclusive evidence of per- 
sonal religion; every reprobate at the bar oC 
judgment*, and all the damned in hell, would 
be Christians. A sense of their corruption 
forms no small part of their wretchedness 
We know from the unequivocal declaration 
of l^^ternal Truth, that when the Lord eometh 
with ten tluMsand of hi^ saints to execute judg-* 
ment upon aU^ he will oonvince all that are 
ungodly among them of atx thkih unoodiiT 
ufiRDs which they liave ungodly committed. 
}low then ran the conviction of ungodlincsSf 
be the evidence of godliness^ 

In the minds of the uni*egenerato, the 
sense oi' personal sinfulness is always accom- 
panied with the apprehension of danger, it 
cannot be otherwise. When a seniie of siu 
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is fastotied upon the conscience of ifieiriniior^ 
it cannot fail to ttirow h\m into dlstreas. it» 
BK1117 oases, tbe distress is great The ««law 
work" is severe. Tbennbappy nan se^ Iho 
^rrnption of his own heart; and therefore 
gfves up all hope from his own righteousness*. 
Be sees the corruption of his own heart, and 
therefore gives up all hope from the prospect 
of amendment The law which he has broken,, 
sweeps away at a stroke all his righteousness^ 
and cots op his hopes^ root and branch. All 
that is past is bad; all that is to come is na 
ketter. He sees that with bis. present dispo^ 
«ition» sin will only reviTc and increase every 
boar that he lives. He is wretched and 
forlorn. He knows that he is the prisoner 
of justice, and fears that be is already bound 
over to the corse. He looks around for help^ 
but no kind arm will interpose. He ventures 
to make a struggle to shake off his bondage; 
but every effort evinces his weakness^ every' 
struggle binds him faster in his chains. The 
fffrrows of the Mmightif are rpUhin him^ the 
poi$(m rvhereof drinktih up his spirits. He 
sees that he is actually going to hell. He 
knows that nothing he shall ever dcb will 
^ prevent his going there. There is but a step 
between him and the eternal pit; while an 
invincibly obstinate heart cots him off from 
•very successful effort to escape it* He ia 

* Tbe inmbilitif of ihe nataral ram to repent and beliere 
<ke Goipel, lies in a heart so corrupt, that it U absolutely 
iimMible, bat bj the Almie^htj power of God. It ta an iaa- 
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beyond tfic reacli of help on this side heaven. 
No means, no motives can aiford him relief. 
He sees tliat he is in the hands of a Sovereign 
God, and that every thing without him, and 

biUiy» the very essence of which consists tn hit maral twrpi* 
tude. This the convinced sinner i^nows. tie may not, in 
form, rc^pi^nize the distinction between moral and natural 
inability, but every pang that shoots through his. heart, is. 
decisive testimony of iU correctness. With the deep sense 
that he is in danger, is connected the deep conviction, that 
he is toithout excuse. He no longer easts the blame on God%. 
The door of hope is Qi>en. Every obstacle, except^ that ivHcJ^ 
arises Jrom his oittai aversion to the way of life, is removed. 
^11 tlungs are ready; he alone is onwiinug-. While he be- 
holds himself trembling upon the verge of the pit, and hear*, 
the voice of the Great Deliverer,— **Sinner, lay down the 
weapons of thy rebellion; repentof all your transgressions; 
come unto me" — he toiU not come. At terms like these, 
every feeling of his heart revolts. Lay down the weapons of 
his rebellion! repent of all his transgressions! come unto 
Christ! he -will not, he cannot. He spurns the offers of mer- 
cy, and had rather die than submit. Here is his inability ;i 
an inability that is all of bis own cherishing, all confined 
within his own carnal heart. 

It would be well if those who feel so oncharttably, and 
apeak so ona<lviaedly concerning persons who are consoien* 
tiously constrained to maintain both the reality and import- 
ance of the distinction between natural and moral ifiubility^ 
understood either themselveSjOr the doctrine they condemn. 
In giving the sinner a natural poiver to become holy, we do 
not claim for him the self-determining po-wer of the -wilL 
We da not say, that be can produce holiness by an act 
of the will that is antecedent to the first exercise of holiness. 
Neither do we challenge for a worm of the dust, the pi-e- 
rogatiTC of independt-nce. Eternal life hangs on the sove- 
reign grace of God. The work of renewing and sanctifying 
ithe soul, and bearing it to heaven at last, rests on his Al- 
niiglity arm. In giving the sinner a natural power to be- 
come holy, we design to give God the throne, and humble 
the sinner at his feet. Not until this important tinith ceases 
to glorify God, and abase his enemies, let it be denounced 
as a doctrine either replete with error, or devoid of meaning. 
J^atnral abiUty consists in possessing all those fiicultiea 
that are necessary to constitute a morsl agent. A moral 
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every thing ivithin him, is conspiring to i«. 
crease his guilt, and aggravate his comlem- 
nation. And you will now ask, is there ne 
rdigUm in this? Non£. Does vital religion 

agent is a being that is capable of actions, that can be com- 
{»red with law. To be capable of nothing that can be com- 
pared with a **rale of actioa, commanding what is ngbt and 
prohibiting what is wrong," is to be I'educed to the level of 
the brutes that perish. To be capable of this, is to possess 
understanding, conscience, will, and aiTections. These Taci:^!- 
ties of the mind constitute a moral agent, and make any be- 
ibg capable of choosing or refusing, acting right or wrong 
as he pleases. Destitute of these, he would not be capable of 
moral action. He could be neither holy nor sinful. His 
eharacter and conduct could be neither worthy of praise nor 
Uame. Bat possessing these, he possesses all that is neces- 
sary to the exercise of holy and unholy aflTections. He pos- 
sesses the power to perceive the object* of love and hatred -^ 
tnfeel the obUgation of loving that which is right, and hating 
that which is wrong^and to hve or to hate in conformity 
with the dictates of his conscience and understanding, or in 
defiance to the dictates of both. 

This is what we mean by natural ability to become holy. 
Take away these faculties, and there is a natural inhbiUty. 
Take away these, and it is absolutely impossible that any 
thing in the form of merit or demerit, should be attached to 
human character. This is the ability which we claim for 
the sinner. SItrip him of those faculties which are necessa- 
ry to the exercise of volition, and you convert him to a mere 
animal. Invest theanimal with these faculties, and you con- 
vert htm into a moral agents you m»ke him the subject of 
moral government, and accountable for his conduct. Tfiere 
U a spirit in man, and tfie inspiration of the Mmighty has 
given him underatanding. The sinner's claim must be ac- 
cnowledged. He has all the natural faculties that are neces- 
sary to holiness; and if he were disposed to use them aright, 
lie would be holy. You say a man hHS power to see 
and hear, if he hoe the faculties that are necessary to 
teeing and hearing. So has he power to be holy, tfhc 
has the faculties that are necessary to holiness. 

But while we say that the sinner is under no natural in- 
ability to become holy, we also say that he h under a mnra: 
inability to become holy. 
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consist in th& appi*ehen8ion of dtng^r, or ni 
the fear that we shall never escape it? Wher» 
i» the holiness of being afraid of hell.^ Whut 
Christlike affection is there either m Vm 



When wespeakof ilie tMral ttiflbility of the sinnef, wisr 
lit) not mean to <lenf that his insbiiity it nHgimUy innaU* 
We know it is. We use the word monU in eoiitradistine- 
tkm from naturai, to denote that whicli is conaparaUe withr 
u rale of moral action. Thus wc spealc of moml and nalv 
Ural good, moral mid natural evil. Theiv is moeh naturai 
good In a seasonable shower of rain» but there is do moral 
^gooA* There is much natural evil in kn eai*thqu&ke, hat 
there is no mora/ evil. Natural good and evil cannot W 
compared with a nUe of action f they bear' no rekition W 

fraife or blame. With ntoral ^ood and evil, it is otherwise, 
hope to be understood tliei-efore when I use the phraae 
moral inaifiHty, 

Moral waoiHtjf is comparable with a rule of action; iti» 
bot that whftth beai*8 no I'elution to praise or blame. It 
consists in the total dtpravity of the earual heait. It 
eontists in an insuperable aversion to holiness. Yoor ca» 
conceive of a man's (lossessing « given flegree of avei^ 
sion to hoKness. You can see that the diflKenlty of his be- 
coming holy will rise in proportion to his aversion to ImIU 
iiess. If his aversion to holiness be incotisidenbte, thw 
difficidty of becoming holy will be iniconsiderable. If hlai 
aversion to holiness be great, the difiiealty of becoming holjr 
will be graat. Now the aversion of the naiarai man to ho- 
liness is not inconsiderable; it ia not merely great; it is ooip* 
plete and entiiHs; it iiervades every thoti^, every affeatioa» 
every design. By the arm of flesh it is iMlnoiblc. It i» 
open to- no successful attack. light, motives, means eT 
whatever character, are in themselves of no av»l to ro- 
move it. 

Here is an inability; here is u aerioua inability. Tt is an 
mability which belongs to every man that to dead in trea^ 
faasea and aiua But it is a moral and nut a natural inabil- 
ity. It is ati inability tliat is capable of being comiiarect 
with law; and therefore bears relation to praise ami Uame.« 
It consists wholly in • tieeply rooted aversion to all that \m 
good. Take away this, ainl whei*e is the obstacle in the 
wayoftUc sinner's beoomtng lioly.' What becomes of hi* 
tt^turo/ limbilitv? Let those who aM:*m that there Is nn kn- 
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tionnn* of a guilty conscience, or the anticipa- 
tion of the wrath to cmneP <^These are feel- 
ings, which/* as the learned Dr. Owen well 
remarks^ <<i>eioRg not to the precept of tiie 

Vfitjr in the tiniMr to beeow^ holf » Mide frDm lliia mere 
tmrtU tnabmttf, go into their eloiets and ask tbemiet? es 
these two qaettiont: ^ 

What other inabilitjr k there ia the siaaer fm become 
Iraly, than hiaiatineHile aversion to holiness^ 

What is the point of diflferenee between the natural pow« 
«rs of the saint and the sinner? 

When tkey have given fair, logieal answers to these qnea- 
tionsy thej need not be disappointed, if they find themselves 
driven to. the resak, that the imUnHtg of the tinner to be^ 
eoiMe holif, ie no other than a wtortU inaoiUty. By the work 
of regeneration, the saint reeeives no new natural faeully. 
The paenn^from death tmto Itft is oMtoraly and not Bphjio- 
ical ehange. The only p<Mnt of difference between the 
power of the saint and the sinner is, that the saiat has moral 
oMHty to be holy; the doner has not The sinner eherishes 
n moral inMlitv to become holy; the saint does not 

*«But aOer atf, an inability is aa inabiltty, whether it bo 
moral or natural! Yon devf the sinner a self<detenniaing 
power. Too srant that he has no ability that can produce 
Holiness, hy sn aet of the will that Is antecedent to the ex- 
orcise of holiness." JVWMer can eainte, ''You gnuit 
that he cannot become holy without the special opemtiotis 
of the holy Spirit" J^either -would oainto ever have 
another hoh^feeHng without the opecial operatiene of t/te 
Mhhf Stitit, ''Still, an inability is an inability; and what 
profit is there in your boasted distinction?" Much every 
joag: Chiefly, beeanso witbont it, we cannot have just views 
of tiie character nf God, and the guilt of the sinner. 

Of the character of €Mr God knateo sinners to be holy . 
He expoatulatoo with them^>he entreata them^he com- 
mande them to be holy. He threateno them with eternal 
death, and exetuteo the tfaraatming to the uttermost, if 
they persnt in the refusal to yield to his requisitions. Now 
if they sre naturally unabie to yield, they most lie down ia 
everlasting sorrow for not doing that which in its own na- 
ture cannot be done. Dot, is this the God that reigns in 
heaven! Ifae He commanded men to perform impoeaibiUtiea. 
ami floes he damn them beeanse they cannot obey ! Does H4» 



34 COlfTICTIOir OF 8iir. 

law, but to its curse; they are no part of what 
it requires, but of what it inflicts/' 

In the mind of a convinced sinner, the 
sense of personal sinfulness is also connected 

for ever abandon tliem to daricnesa a*id despair, for not be- 
coming holy, while he baa withheld the faculties that are ne- 
cessary to tne exercise of holiness! No« it cabhot be. pyitt 
not the Jndge ofaUthe earth do risrht? What if God had 
suspended the eternal destinj of your immortal soul upon 
vour going from New-York to Rome in a day? What if 
he had commanded you to create a world? You would not 
hesitate to say, it is unjust. But he has required yoa to 
become holy.' And you say, that you have no more, and 
no other power to become holy, than you have to go from 
New-Tork to Rome in a day, or to create a world. What 
then should make the one unjust and not the other? But 
such is not the character of the Moly God. The doctrine 
of man's natural inability is a libel on his righteousness. On 
the other hand, if all the inability of the sinner consists ia 
his aversion to holiness; if he is under no natural inability; 
if he has as mncli power to become holy as saints; and all 
his inability arises from invincible perverseness; then God 
will be glorious in sending him to hell. He ought to go there; 
and all heaven will say, Jimenf JIUebdaJ tehilethe emohe 
of his torments ia aacendinfffor ever and ever. Come flaw, 
(aid let ua reason tos^^ther, saith the Lord, Jtre not mjf 
ways equal? are not your voffs unegital? There would be 
no ground for these expostulations, upon the principle of 
mail's natural inability. 

Ne ther can we have juat views otthe guiUofthe sinner^ 
wiihout recognizing the distinctiou between nstural and 
moral inability. It is one thing to feel wretched, another 
to feel guilty, one thing to feel that you are lost and ruined» 
4iiiother to feel that you have destroyed yourself i one thing 
to ciuim pity, another to deserve Uame. Mere caJamtty ia 
one thing, and moreU turpitude UMkOther, Speak (if man's 
iiialWIity without making it hia crime, and his conseienca 
will love the opiate. Speak of it as consisting in the free, 
volunUi7 exercises of bis oomipt heart, and you leave hioi 
without excuse. He will feel that if he dies eternallT, he is 
the voluntary autlior of his own destruction. He will never 
feci to Uame for not performing impossibilities. 
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vith the sense of iU desert. When a man has 
a clear riew of his own sinfulness, he not only 
sees that he is exposed to the wrath of God, 
but that iie is justly exposed to the uratli of 
God. He sees that he deserves the displeas* 
nreof the Almif^hty throughout interminable 
ages. He is stripped of all his thin excuses^ 
and is sensible that his sins are wholly unjus- 
tifiable. As he has before been constrained 
to acknowledge the reasonableness of the 
precept of the Divine Law, now he is con« 
strained to admit the justice of its penalty* 
He has voluntarily and perseveringly disobey* 
ed a law that is perfectly holy in itself, and 
clothed with the authority of the Holy God; 
and he knows that it would be just. If the 
penalty should be executed upon him to the 
uttermost. He knows that the Holy God, 
whose character he regards with enmity; 
whose law he transgresses with impenitence; 
whose Gospel he rejects with disdain; can be 
under no obligation to save a wretch like 
him. And you will ask again, is there no 
religion in this? Again I answer, and the 
reply is bottomed u)>on the word of Eternal 
Truth — ^KOT A WHIT. Is this no evidence 
that I have passed from death unto life? I 
answer, it is not conclusive evidence; and if 

Bring this question then before the Judgment seat of 
Christ. Annihilate the* natnral ability of the sinner to i-c- 
petit and believe the Gospel; and if jou make God glorious 
m banishing the impenitent to hell^ and the impenitent 
deserving of their doom; the controversy is at an end. Un- 
til then, we must be tufered f tpeah on God's btMf: 
we must ascribe righteeusness to our Maker. 



this is aU that you have experienced^ It ifr 
none at oti. If you are not sensible that 
you are so vile as to deserve the everlasting 
'displeasure of God^ you are not even a con* 
vinced sinner; but if yoa are sensible of this,, 
you may not be a converted sinner. Vital 
ireligion does not consist in the ap{Hrobatioft 
of tiie conscience to tbe condemning sentence 
ef.the law. Dees sot the eonscience of 
«very sinner^ whether renewed or unrenewed^ 
tell him that God would he just in abandon- 
ing him to misery without measure and with-^ 
out end? Do vsiot tbe damned in hell feel that 
they are justly condemned? Was not the^ 
man without the wedding garment speechles$9 
Will not the whole world become guilty fte-^ 
fore Ood^ at the Last Day? 

If the view which we have given of tbi» 
solemn subject will bear the teat of God^s 
word, then the reader has a right to the plain 
i*esult, that no degree of convidion for m 
is conclusive evidence of Christiaii Charac- 
ter. Look at the feelings of a convinced 
sinner, and find, if you can, owi spark of 
genuine hatines$» Find, if yo« can, one 
Christian grace. Find, If yen can, any thing 
more than ail those have felt, who have gone 
down to the pit in their blood. 

Rut may not these be the feelings of real 
Christians? I answer, they may be; but 
they are not tbe feelini^ which consHtiUe the 
essential difference between real Christians 
and impenitent sinners. Ail that have pasaftA 
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from death unto life, have in a greater or 
less degree, been convinced of their total 
corruption, alarmed at their danger, and 
made to acknowledge the justice of God in 
the |ienatty of his law. Indeed, it may be 
said, that the greater part of real Christians 
have never been the subjects of conviction* 
in the degree which has been here exhibited. 
Still, every Christian has experienced some 
of it; every Christian has felt the same con- 
viction in kind. If, therefore, you are with- 
out any thing like this conviction, you may 
be sure that you are without religion. Still, 
it does not follow, that because you have 
tlii9 conviction, you therefore have real reli- 
gion. It is true, that in the course of Good's 
providence, conviction always precedes con-' 
version; but it is not always true, that con- 
version follows conviction. There is no 
necessary connexion between conviction and 
conversion. A* sense of sin and danger does 
not ^^y the enmity of the heart* The con- 
science may be convinced while the heart is 
not renewed. The carnal mind not only 
may, but docs hate what the awakened c(»n- 
science approves. It is no certain evidence, 
that because the conscience feels the weight 
of sin, the heart is liunnhicd on account of it; 
that because the conscience approves of the 
rectitude of divine justice, the heart bows to 
the divine sovereignty. The most powerful 
conviction of sin, therefore, is not conclusive 
evidence of Christian Character. 
*i 
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ESSAY V. 

CONFIDENCE IN GOOD .ESTAVB. 

It is easy for a hypocrite to deceive Uiiasclf 
with <<false hopes and carnal presumptioiis.'^ 
Ton may be strongly persuaded that you are 
a Christian; but this persuasion does not 
make you soi Tou may cherish the most 
unwavering confidence of your personal inter* 
est in the gi*eat salvationj while you have wh 
part nor lot in this mdtter^ 

Tl)e confid^ce of a man's otcn^od estate 
is attained in different ways. Both the con- 
fidence itself and the mode of attaining it 
are often scri{^ural. A man may be per- 
suaded tliat he is a Christian^ because he haa 
reason to believe that be posse&ses tlie Spirit 
of Christ. Hereby know w£r» that we dweH 
in him andj lie in us^ because he hath given ua 
-tff his Spirit A man may be persuaded 
that he is a child of God» because he discerns 
in himself those graces that are peculiar to 
the childlike character. He may have re- 
ceived the spirit of adoption^ whereby he cries. 
Mba^ Father. The spirit itself^ saith the 
apostle, beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the ehUdren of Chd. A persuasion 
arising from such evidence, is well grounded* 
Such a persuasion cannot be too confident. 
It not on!y may^ but ouglit to rise to the fuU 
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assurance of bope. It did in Job. **l know^ 
saiih be, ^Hbat my Uedeemer iiveth; and 
Uiough after my skin, worms destroy ihia 
body^ yet in ray flesb shall 1 see God; whom 
I sball see for myself, and nune eyes shall 
heboid, aad not anotber.'^ It did in David. 
^•As for me, I will behold thy face in rlght-*^ 
eoufnessf I sfaaU he satisfied when 1 awake 
in thy likeness/' K did in Asaph. ^<Thoii 
slialt guide me»" saitli he,. « with thy couQseU 
Mid afterwards receive me to glory.'' It did 
in tiie Apcwtle. ^<t ah PsaairADBD, that 
«ieither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
-cipalities, nor powers, nor things jiresent^ 
nor things to come» nar height, nor depths 
«or any other creature, shall he able to sep- 
arate us from the 'love of God, which is i& 
Christ Jesus our Lord«" Tlie comfortable 
assurance of believers enables them both to 
gbrify and enjoy the £ver- Blessed God. It 
is as honorable to God to trust in his grace^ 
M8 to submit to his authority. When the 
hopes of believers are low and languishing,L 
tbey know not bow deep the shade they cast 
on tlie lustre of divide forgiveness; bow 
, much they detract from the glory of tho 
cross. The want of a chcerfut hope, and 
humble reliance on the mercy of God, cannot 
4ail to unman the most unwavering firmness, 
and unnerve the roost vigorous exertion« 
For those. who have the witness of their 
good estate wi|.hin them, to sink down into 
a state of dai*kness that ends in the gloom 
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of solitade and inactivity, is sin. Many a 
g<iod man, by havinjg; unhappily imbibed 
mistaken views of this subject* has rendered 
himself a mere cypher in ttie church, and a 
HtuniblinjOt-block to those who are out of it. 
Beat Christians need not be afraid to cherish 
the full assurance of hope. There is some- 
thing wrong in the state of that soul that 
refuses to & comforted. It is the duty of 
believers to make their caUing atid election 
SURE. Assurance ought always to exist, and 
to be supported by corresponding testimony. 

But this is not the vain confidence to whic h 
I allude in this essay. It bears no alliance 
to the presumption of the hypocrite and the 
self-deceived. There is a confidence which 
is obtained without the aid of God's Spirit, 
and cherished without the evidence of bis 
Mord. 

Some rest this presumption on an un- 
warrantable notion which they entertain of 
the mercy of God. They are in the habit of 
viewing It as a general, indefinite, undistin- 
guishing attribute. They imagine, that be- 
cause God is declared to be no respecter of 
fHTSonSf ffe exercises His mercy indiscrirti- 
hiately. They view Uim as a being so* 
fondly attached to the interest of His crea- 
tures, as to pardon them without . reference 
to the terms of the Gospel, and save them 
without regard either to their own moral 
rhararter, to the honor of His law, or to the 
well-being of His Kingdom. They rely on 
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MO promise; they res^ on no covenant. They 
are satisfied witii tb6 thought^ that God tr 
mtrdful! They rest on the phantom, "himjov- 
mianted merey.^ Tell them that they are sin 
ners; and tliey tell you, that Gbd is not strict 
to mark iniquity. Tell them that they have 
incurred the penalty of a righteous law, anA 
deserve to die; and they tett you, that they 
bave never ^oiie any harm;*' and if they 
have, a merciful God will forgive them. 
€rod is too good to send them to bell! It 
cannot be that be will cast them off forever! 
This is the subterfuge of thousands; the 
miserable hiding place that must be over«^ 
flown, when the billows of divine wrath beat 
upon thisiatling world. It is the fatal rock 
on which tlioosands have split. How many 
Impenitent, Christless sinners have rested 
ilere for eternity! How many have I seen 
on a dying bed, who had not a spark of vital 
religion, who still indulged the ho{)e that 
God was too merciful to damn them! My 
heart Meeds when I think of it* Why do- 
men forget, that God is as just and as holy 
as He is gracious? M his perfections must 
lie glorified. We cannot be saved at the 
expeTise of one of them. God regards Hia 
own glory and the interests of His kingdomt 
more than every thing'else. To these every 
thing most bow. If He were not too holy; 
#00 just; nay, too good; to admit a totally 
depraved being into His kingdom^ that king- 
would falU Unholy men must be ex- 
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eluded from heaven, because tbey are not fit 
fof lU To exclude them Ls a part of that 
benevolent denign, which is to make, on the 
^vIlpIe, the most happy universe. God hasi 
the same benevolent motive for excluding 
the unholy f^om the lieavenly state, that He 
has for admitting the holy. Yes^ we hesitate 
not to say, that the benevolent God is 
too good to admit one unsanctified soul into 
the pure regions of the blessed. He has too 
great a regard for the honor of His character 
and for the excellence of His law; He loves 
the angelic host too well; He loves his people, 
Hfe loves His Scm too well; ever to permit; 
the song of the redeemed to feel the jar of 
one unhallowed tongue. The very thought* 
is reproachful to his glory. No sin is there* 
Tlie light of heaven shall never be darkened 
even by the shadow of death. The designs 
of infinite benevolence shall never be frus* 
trated by the introduction of one unholy being 
into tlie kingdom of God. Where, O where^ 
is the delusion of the miserable self-deceiver^ 
when justice exacts the uttermost faithing! . 
Others attain this pei*suasion, in a manner 
still different* They have been taught that 
mere reformation and morality will not save 
them; and they are equally convinced that 
the form of i*eligion will ngt save tbem» 
They see the necessity of possessing the real 
spirit of religion; and they begin to seek 
after it till they are weary of the search. 
They become awakened to a sense of their 
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danger, convinced of their ill desert, and 
are thrown into some distress. But at lengthy 
through the influence of their own imagiri* 
ations, or the artful devices of the Old Ser- 
pent, they are inspii*ed with hope, and filled 
with joy. Some enrapturing vision has dis- 
covered to their view the Savior extended on 
the cross. Some fancied messenger has 
announced that their sins are forgiven, and 
that God is their reconciled Father. Some 
text of scripture, unsought, unexpected, and 
fatally misapplied, has whispered peace to 
the troubled conscience, and their souls are 
filled with raptures of joy. They imagine 
themselves almost ravished with a view of 
Christ's unutterable love, and with a view of 
it to them in particular. They begin to 
mourn and lament over their sins, though 
iwtqftera godly sort. They feel a kind of 
spurious sorrow, that they have ever hated 
so gracious and merciful a being as God. 
They have been abandoned to the delusion, 
that their opposition to so kind and gracioUs 
being, has been owing to some misapprehen- 
sion of His character. Once they viewed 
Ilim as an '^absolute God;'' as a God who 
was angry with tlie wicked, and angry with 
them. They viewed Him as their enemy, 
and dreaded the tokens of his dis])lea8ui*e. 
But now they view His character in alto- 
gether a different light. They see that God 
is love. They are persuaded that He loves 
them. They are persuaded, that I|e has 
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yardomd their 8in9» and that it is his godi 
^pUavnte to giroe them the kingdom. Now 
^1 their enmity is slain. They feel recon- 
-eiled to God, because they bdleve God is 
nconciled to them. Under the inflaence of 
this pleasing deception, they now begin to be 
happy. Religion absorbs «^ their attention; 
And the religion of the heart is what they 
think they admire and love. They are fuH 
of gratitude; full of peace and joy in believ** 
ing that Christ died for Aem in particular. 
This persuasion of Christ's love to themf 
now constraineth them^ and they imagine 
that they glory in nothing, save the cross of 
&msL They think they are re.ady to do 
any thing, and to suffer any thing fur Christ's 
sake. The spirit of delusion runs high. 
They manifest for a while the greatest appa* 
rent zeal and engagedness. They cannot 
but glory in him, who has died for tkem^ and 
who will finally advance them to endless 
blessedness in the kingdom of his Father. 
• All this is "rotten at the core.'* However 
elosely it may resemble the holy gratitude 
of God's people, it is but the counterfeit of 
that heavenly grace. It is pur-ely selfish. It 
is mere mercenary religion. The Spirit of 
God has nothing to do \&ith the root of it, 
nor the law of God with its fruits. There 
is not perhaps any error more common and 
more fatal among the serious part of man- 
kind than this. This is the very religion that 
k agreeable to the feelings of the cariinl( 
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heart This was the religion of the impeti-^ 
itent Israelites. At the time of their deliv-^ 
erance from the house of bondage, and in 
view of the miracles both of mercy and 
judgment which bad been wrought in their, 
behalf) they sang the memorable «song of 
Moses'' on the banks of the Red Sea* Bat. 
how soon do you find them murrouriqg at 
the waters of Marah, and in. the wilderness* 
of Sin! The same scene, only in more 
awful colors, was again exhibited at the foot' 
of Sinai. God appeared in air the greatness; 
of his majesty. <<And when the people saw. 
the thunderings, and the lightnifigs, and the. 
noise of the trumpet, and the mountain^ 
smoking; they removed and stood afar oSV. 
And they said unto Moses, speak thou witU , 
us, and we will hear; but let not God speab^ 
with us, lest we die/' Sad reverse! Scarcely 
forty days had elapsed, than the very land 
that just beheld Jehovah descending in . the 
cloud, and that trembled at tlie voice of his; 
thunder, saw the golden calf an idol, and 
heard the heathenish acclamation— 2%e5^ 
be thy gods^ Israel^ that hrmight thee up md. 
of the land of Egypt/ The same scene, though 
in more awful colors still, was exhibited ia 
the streets of Jerusalem. No sooner did the 
Jews behold the miracles, and share in the 
favor of the promised Messiah, than they 
overlooked all the humbling circuro6tanc>es 
of his birth, and were anxious to make him 
their king. They followed him with Hosanf 



46 COSI»«H«B lir-«06B-B8TAT*. 

nabs; were impatient to see *i«»^«"«*|* 
irith tlie badges of royalty, and seated umb 
The throne of David Ws father. i>«t their 
attachment was soon put to atest whicli 
discovered its selfishness. They ewly fiwii* 
that the kingdom of the Messiah was a^^ 
ntMoZ, and not-8 temporal kingdom. Ihey 
soon learned, that he was «ot aJtw, wA» 
Zas (fM mtwarSr, and that if they would 
he the subjects of his kingdom, theg* must 
Wome new creatures,' must relinquish their 
attachment to the world; must dmyihtm- 
idvei ami take vf the eraas; must become 
JSr in *»«•«* andinlife; not too proud t,» 
Jelbh the humbling religion of a crucified 
Savior, nor too righteous to submit to the 
Righteousness of God. Their hop^ of ladn 
«dual grandeur and national glory, therefore, 
withered in the bloom. The promised Me*- 
5ah became the object of neglect*nd malig- 
iitv No longer did they foUow him with 
ieWations of praise; iHit with the h«s rf 
ierision and the finger of«oom. No longer 
aid their zeal prompt tb^ "7, ^«oii«aA *» 
iheSmof DmU! but their disappointed and 
tafuriate selfishness, instigated the malignant 

Shout. Crudfil.Oruc^! Suchistbe religioa 
iK««SrLiier,rsaith the Sayfor, Jjje 
tbase -who Iffvetlmn. Ft teek me, «aid Chnst, 

me da tat of tlu loaves, and wereJUteO. 
^y7v be -it fr«m me to say, or to Mieve, 
that aa those who inculcate this kind of «e- 



Hgten, are to be ranked among the hyjKicrite 
sad the eelf-deceiired. We believe many of 
4iem to-be Christians. The religion which 
ih^ possess is better than tbat^ which they 
teach. Still) we do not hesitate tO'Say, that 
those who have no other relieion, have none 
«t idl that will stand the ordeal of tlie Last 
Day. Ji4eceived heart hath turned them aside. 
On what is-siich rdigion founded? There 
in no supreme attachment to the excellency 
of the divine character; taAe holiness of the 
divine law, or^to the perfectionvof the divine 
Ifpovernment. There is no supreme deiigM; 
in the glory of the Gospcj, fop its ownanheiv 
eiit excellence^ On«what then is saeh;religton 
ibunded?^^ Sim|>ly on the assumption* alike 
diafaonorable to God, and destructive to the 
aeds of men, that there is, and there can be 
BO lovelinesa in the divine nature, no glory 
in the divine perfections, but what results 
. lnim*God^s jparticKfariove te tkenif and His 
^ck«tgn»lo«ove thetm A principle so reproacli>- 
'6bA to* the Character of the Deity; so re^ 
proachfiil^tO'tfae cross of Christ; and so de8» 
tmctiiFo to the souls of men; has^made many 
^a man^an enthusiast, and a* hypocrite; bat 
never yet made one an humble follower of. 
the LoM^ Jesus Christ After ail the glosses 
ttiat can be put upon- it, the amount of this 
principle is just this, Assvrb^ me of mt 

SALTATIOlf, Airn TH&vGoD 09 HEAVEir IS 

AftajiBKE ASTD 6I.0RIOITS: hefriye me ot 

MY aASLVA<TlOir, AdfD HE IS STRIPPED OP 
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bt! Reader^ does tbis look like taking yomr 
place ID the dust, and exaliirtg God on the 
throne? Is this being reconciled to the cha»» 
acter of God^ or being supremely in low 
with yourself? ' 

Though selfish piety is naturally blind ti» 
its own nature^ yet the effect of this merce- 
nary scheme is unequivocal. The grand 
sentiment of the system is, that it is a mark 
of genuine holiness to be very anxious aboOfc 
your own welfare, but to care very little for 
the honor and glory of God. It is tbere^ 
fore a system that is perfectly compatibles 
with supreme selfishness; and therefore, per- 
fectly compatible with total depravity. There 
is nothing in all this, with which the carmd 
mind is at enmity. If vital godliness consist 
in such a system of views and feelings, them 
•is no need of a radical dumge rf heart. Let 
the veriest sinner on earth be persoaded tbit 
God loroed him with an everlasting kroCf and 
from eternity designed to make him an hei» 
of the heavenly inheritance; and his enmity 
will subside without any change of nature^ 
any alteration in the moral disposition of th^ 
soul. 

The presumption on which we have been 
animadverting, is one which any unrenewed 
nan may cherish, who is under the delusion 
of Satan and his owji wicked heart. It is 
easy to say, <<Pardon is mine; grace is mine; 
Christ and all bis blessings are mine;~God 
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kiis freely loved me; Christ htm gracioiisly 
4ied forme; and tbe Holy Ghost will assiuv 
odiy sanctify me in the belief^ the appropri* 
^tiig^ belkfy of these- preciouo truths.'' H 
is no Herculean tadi, for a heated imagin- 
ation and an unsanctified heart to make these 
iHscoveries. This I3 a kind- of confidence 
which tiie subtle •^Deceiver is interested 
Id flatter and strengthen* till the unhappy 
mihject has lost his hold> and the Roaring 
liion is sure of his prey. Afid thj^ joys and 
sorrows* the ^eal and' engagedness* which 
spring from this itelusron^^nn a kind of 
neUgiaru,. which tlie blindness and deceit, tlie 
self-ftattery, and the* pride of the carnal 
heart, very easily subslitule for vital god- 
liness. 

Others attain the confidence of their own 
good estate in a manner still different. This 
mode of attainment is purely mechanical. 
According to the views of those who main* 
tein thi» confidence, it seems to be «a strange 
kind of assurance, far different from other 
•rdioary kinds; we are constrained to be- 
Heve other tlnngs on the clear evhlenee that 
they are true, and would remain true» 
whether we believe them or no: — but here 
our assurance is not impressed on our 
thoughts by any evidence of the thing; but 
we must work it wit in ourulveSf by tlie 
assistance of the Spirit of God." The 
very existence of titm persuasion seems ta 
he evidence of the truth of it. The pro* 
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poftittm to be bdieredy viz. ^^tbzt Bod frulif 
giveth Christ (md his salvation to.us in par"- 
.ticvlau is nol true before we n believe it; but 
becometb a certain truth iwbea we believe 
it/'* 

The amount of this is, that a persuasion 
of your own p^sonal interest in the blessings 
of the great salvation, constitutes the essence 
of evangelical faith. If yoU can only believe 
that you will be saved, you are a beIiIbvbb, 
in the Gospel sense of the word; Should you 
find any difficulty in doing this, you most 
^iwork it out in yourselves by the assistance 
of the Spirit of God; and aceordmg to your 
faith so shall it be unto youP^^ The persua- 
sion, therefore, that you are a Christian, 
makes you so; and the confidence that you 
will be saved, renders yoiir caUing o/nd ekc^ 
tion sure. 

It is hardly necessary to guard the mind 
.against the influence of this delusion. Re- 
flecting men will not rest the hope of immor- 
tality on so treacherous a foundation, unless 
tJiey deliberately pretcr the dreams of the 
self-deceived, to the sober expeccationa of 
the real Christian, If there were no diflen- 
euce between being actually interested in tlie 
covenant of grace, and the persuasion of our 
own mvids that wc are thus interested; this 
scheme might be plausible. Men must be 

* MftrskftU on SancUaeation, p. 157, N. Y. Edition, 
t Marshall, p. 157, N. Y. Editiou. 
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i^isHmSf before thej can be rafloM% per- 
guaded that they are Christians* They mnst 
Ae the children of God, before they can ra- 
tionally cherish the ctn^idefice that tliey are so* 
It is not impossible^ nor is it an unusual 
thing, for a man to be a Gbrisiian^ and yet 
not io believe that he is a Christian. Nor is 
it less impossible, and QBusual, for a man to 
believe that he is a Christiany and yet not be 
a Christian. It is to be feared that there will 
he many at the Last Day» who will say. 
Lord, Lord/ unto whom the Bridegroom will 
say, I never knew ffou, depart from me all ye 
workers of iniquity. There will be many in 
that day, who have confidently believed, that 
<^God freely gave Christ jand his salvation to 
them in particular/' who will not find, that 
<«it became a jcertain truth when tliey- be* 
lieved it" The error is too palpable to be 
ensnaring.'^' ' 

Let not the import of these remarks be 
misunderstood. Far be it from me to dis- 
courage the followers of the Lord Jesus from 
placing the most implicit reliance on the 
Author and Finisher cf tlieir faUh. £vei7 
attribute of his character demands confidence 
the most prompt and unreserved. But, read- 
er, real confidence in God is a thing widely 

• "When we ftflinn," aays the eloquent Saurin, "that 
there is such a blesaiDg as assurance of salvation, we do not 
mean that assurance is a duty imposed on all mankind, so 
that every one, in what state soever he may he, ought to he 
I'ally persuaded of his salvation, and by this persuasion, to 
beg^in his cArw/wnt/y."— Saurin's Sermons^ vol. 3. Ser- 
wjon lOih. 
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iMfibreiit from a firm persuasion of yottr per<^ 
sonal ioterest in His mercy. The former is 
youp dirty at all times. The latter is your 
iiuty, in the same proportkni in which you 
have evidence that the lofoc of CM ia shed 
abroad in ^aur heart by the Holy Ghost. You 
have just as mueb evidence that you are 
interested in His pardoning mercy » as you 
have that you are the subject of His sanctK* 
fying grace. Sanctification is the only evt^ 
dence of eottversion. The assnrance of our 
acc^tance with God, depends on the assu* 
ranee of our possessing the character of 
those wiio are accepted. The scriptural mode - 
of obtaining assurance is that pointed out 
by the Apostle, ^^iving Aii£ niLiGENCByadd 
to your faitlh virtuef and to virtue, knowU 
edge;: and- Co* knowledge^ temperance; and to 
tetaiierance, patience; and to patience, god- 
liness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; 
and to brotherly kind4iess, charity. For if 
these things be in you and abound, 'they 
make yoti. thai ye shall neither be barren nor 
ttafruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jemas 
Dhrist. WHEHEFoim, brethren^ give BVb* 
lOENGE to make your calling and election 
sure; for if ye do these things, ye shall never 
fall.'' <a'lie infallible assurance of faitb»" 
says our excellent Confession, <<i8 founded 
ui)on the divine truth of the promises of sal- 
vation, the inward evidence of those graces 
unto which these pi'omses are made, the tes- 
timony of the Spirit of adoption witnessing 
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wttli our spiritB, that we are the chUdren of 
Oodf which Spirit is the earnest of our in- 
tieriUiiicey whereby we are sealed to the day 
of redemption/'* To cherish the confidence 
of your own good estate when your graces 
ai« low and langmshing, and while yon live 
in 'the habite of sin> sarors more of presump- 
tion than of humility. No man- ought to live 
without some doubts of his own good estate^ 
who does not cherish such an abiding sense 
of divine truth, and live in such prevailing 
^leroise of divine graces as to have the wit- 
ness within him that he is born of Ood. It 
is in the exercise of grace alone, fliat any 
one ought to expect, or even desire to find 
evMence of his being accepted in ike heleroed. 
The evidence of our good estate rises in 
proportion to o«h* love, to oui* repentance, to 
our humflity, to our faith, to our sdf-deniai^ 
to oar delight in duty. Oilier evidence than 
this, the Bible knows notj God has not given. 
Let the reader beware of these vain con« 
fidendes! When men reSt satisfied with these 
jMreeamptions, they rusually rest satisfied 
imtit it is too late to be dissatisfied. They 
aee nothing either within or without, to shake 
their hopes or alarm tfieir fears. Notwith* 
standing there is a wide and essential difibr- 
dlice between these unscriptural confidences, 
and the Mth of the Gospel) notwithstanding 

* Confession of faith of the Presbyterian Church, ehaf • 
1%^. S5, «6. Yiito tiao Ucgor Cattehism, p. SU, SIS. 
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they have all the necessary means to I 
their true character, and could not mistake'it 
if they would exaoiineimpartiaUy^ yet the§ 
sport themselves with their tnon deceivings^ 
and know not what manner of persons thej/ 
are. You may easily imagine that yon are 
safe; and while the dexseption lasts^ it may 
quiet yoor consciences^ and administer a 
short-lived consolatiom B4it» when the veil 
is drawn aside; when the* dreams oE time 
give way to the realities of eternity^ tbeia 
pleasing deceptions will vanish. There ia 
less of tiiis vain presamptiou in the hour of 
death) than in the season of health andcheer- 
fulness. There will be none of it at the left' 
hand of the Judge; there wQI be none of it 
ki hetii 

The reader has now before* him^ what the 
author designed to say in the first five essagm. 
How solemnly do these things call npon 
every one* to see whether his heaait' i9 r^;kt 
with €Mf W vital religion does not consist 
in visible morality; if it does not constat ih 
the form' oF religion; nor in* speeitlatiffie 
knowledge;- nor tn^ mere conviction for abi; 
nor in the confidence of yoar own good 
estate; nor in the whole rotttineof entfaust* 
astic experiences which that confidence in* 
spires; nor in all these things ooiribined: is 
it not time* to look about you? In ail that 
lias hitherto been brought into view, tli^re 
is. not one holy exercise of hear^ not one 
tceling that ifr in tha^ lasst at war with an- 
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Th^*e is not one fact» 
thonJfore^ upon which 1 dare tell you» that 
jnu nay rely tor eternity, as e^ndnnve evi* 
dsnot cf Ghrittum Charactea^ 

flow many are there who are almost 
Okrutian^' As then yon review the |»reced- 
liig pageB».]oofL with ingenuousness into your 
•wn heart Men may think they are Cbris- 
Hans, and yet be in the gall of biUemesSf and 
ihe 'bonis of iniqmihf. You may be ahnost 
aayed* and y«t — pensh. You may get very 
<iiear to heaven^ and yet--^ to hdA. You 
may advance to the very verge of the better 
warid, and from the thresliold of giory^ fall 
into the regions of mourning. 

It may be that remarks like these, will 
wound some of the dear children of God, 
^hile they leave the stupid hypocrite wrapt 
n|i in false securityy and impenetrable by 
notlting but the arrows of the Eternal. If 
the humble. child of Jesus is hereby involved 
jn darkness for a moment; his light shall soon 
.tir$0k forth as the morning. If for a moment 
liis strength and courage languish; they sliall 
Sfring firth speedily his righteoustuss shaU 
go hefiTt him^ and thit i^orf rf the Lard shall 
he his /"reward. The hypocrite will in all 
probability^ still cherish his deceptions; he 
will rest in carnal securityy till the awful 
■Boment when he lies gasping in the arms of 
death, and is just about to take his flight to 
the judgment-seat of Christ. Then his re/- 
w§e$ (f Ues shall be siaept away, and his fan- 
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eied seoority will' only serve to render bhi 
the fairer mark of divine vengeance. Then 
he will discover his fatal mistake. Then his 
heart will tremble. Then bis hopes wiU die 
within him. That which has been hidden^ 
shall be made known. The mask will be 
torn off; the secrete of the heart shall be 
unfolded; nothing shall remain, unveiled. 
<<There will be no darkness nor shadow of 
death, where the workers of iniquity may 
hide themselves. The sinners in Zion shaH 
be afraid; feaifalness shall surprise the hy^ 
pocrites. Who among us shall dwell with 
devouring fire? Who among us shall dwell 
with everlasting burnings?'' 



ESSAY VI; 

LOVE TO GOD. 

In the preceding Essays, I have exhibited 
as I proposed, a variety of views, feelings, 
and practices, which cannot be relied on 
with safety, as condMSVve evidince of Christiaii 
Cliaracter. In the subsequent ones, I propose 
to give a brief view of those, which may be 
relied on without the danger of deception. 

It is the excellence o( the Christian re-* 
ligion, that it makes a claim upon the affec* 
tions. <<My son^ give me thine heart. Love 
is the fulfilling of the law. Thongh I give 
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ill. my goods to feied the poor; and give my 
h^iy to be burned; and bare not love; it 
{fcrofitetb me nothing." 
. At first riew, there appears to be some 
difficulty in naderstanding with clearness^ 
mimt it is to lore God. Men are in the habit 
#f pfaicing their affections upon beings that 
Me the objects of sefne. God is invisible. 
To prolifiss to love a being that is not per- 
ceptibk to onr senses, appears to some, to 
iMVor more of the ignorance and viildness of 
enthusiasm, than of the sober deductions of 
enl^fatened and sanctified reason. * But 
though no eye tiath seen, or can see, the In* 
finite and Eternal Spirit, yet He hath not left 
himself without witness. There is a power 
in the human minii, which enables it to form 
just notions of persons and thinjs^s that can- 
not be perceived by sense. We need no 
other method of ascertaining the nature of 
love to God, than the nature of love to man. 
The mode of reflection is in both cases the 
aane. The process of compounding, com- 
paring, and abstracting, is the same. Seri- 
qtisly considered, there is precisely the same 
difficulty in conceiving of the nature of love to 
■lan, that there is in conceiving of the nature 
of love to God. You know^ what it is to love 
your friend. And yet it is not the mere 
asttemal form, it is not the animal, nnani- 
mated by the living, acting spirit, that you 
love. But this is all «tbat is perceptible to 
your senses. Yoa see the motion^ yon bear 

6 
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tho voice bf your friei^; Rnd from tlie uvAm^ 
of wdat 700 aee and hear, you form tiie kl^n 
of his character. The apti/f tiMit which if 
characteristic both of the man and tktfriewU 
is invisible. What y^u see and hear, is not 
that which you love; though it discovers t» 
you something which is lavely* That which 
is the object of your senses* suggests Urn 
existence and character of that iavisiUoy 
thinking being, which is the object of your 
aifections^ and which you either love or bats^ 
as it pleases or displeases you« . . • 

Yod may as easily know what it is U^ Iov# 
God, then^oref as you may know what it it 
to love your friend. The sensible signs bjr 
which He has communicated« and is every 
Jionr communicating His pbaracterfare vastly 
roo^ significant than those which manifiNit 

^Jthe character of any other being in the uni^ 
verse. God is every where* The Infinitp 
Mind is ever active. It is the great agent 
throughout alt worlds. ^The heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the firmament showetb 
his lmn(ly*work. Day unto day utteretli 
speech, and night unto night sho^eth knowl- 
edge. There is no speech nor language 
where their voice is not. heard. Tbeii* iiae 
is gone out throughout ail the earth and their 
words to the emi of the world." Gtid liaa 
expressed His divine exeelience in tlie work 
of His hands, and has exhibited the lustre of 
His glory in the word of His truth. Kverjr 
act that He lias performed, together wiUt. 

every word that He has spoken, is an uno- 
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^trivocal declaration 6( Hfs cbaraden It b 
easy to conceive thai this character must be 
loved or hated, and tfc^t the Invisible Being: 
which this character unfoida, must be the 
object either of complacency or aversion^ of 
ftenevolence or malifniiity. 
' Love to God involves oomfriacency in Hi» 
iEfbaracter, benevolence toward His interest, 
and gratitude for His favors. 

It involves compfoeeney in His Cheracten 
Too see something in the character of your 
irlend, which to yon appears pleasing and 
:iimiable. Tou see sometiiing which is lovely; 
«Dd this lovetinem is the foundation of your 
aittacbment. Thus the eseeUence of God* is 
Ihe foandation of all holy love. True kve 
to God is a Urm and steady principle, which* 
draws its motive and its sanctbn from Wm 
«wn intrinsic loveliness. It is delight in His- 
'#xrellence. TiMose who have pmion the mevr 
'^man^ which fffter God, is creaML in rigbUons^ 
ness mnd true hoHnest, love God because Ife^ 
% just sneh a Ood. as He is; because Uis^ 
'ipower is irresistible; His-wtsdem unerrtng;^ 
Ilis purity spotless; Bis justice inflexible; 
Sfs goodness nniversal; His grace infinite; 
"His designs eternal and immataUe^ Hero 
iKily love begins. 

Wicked men are apt tn consider God aU 
^iogether such an one as themsdves. ^They 
clothe the l>ivine Being with such attributes, 
and eoch onty^ as suit their depraved taate^ 
mud tiien it is m> dtficcdt tbi^ to EsU dow» 
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and' worship Him/' But it is not God ihii^ 
they worship; it is not <iM that they loVe, 
It is an image that bears no resemblance to^ 
that Glorious Being whom ail heaven adores;^ 
it is a mere idol ot their own imagination. 
Genuine complacency in God, therefore, isi 
delight in His true character. The love 
which arises from delight in the character of 
a false god, is ennlity toward the true God*' 
The eneiriies ot* God may love him for what. * 
they imagine tiim to be; none but the reaf 
friends of €kid love Him for what Me is. 

Supreme attachment to the character of"* 
God for flis own inherent excellence, draws 
the line of distinction between that lover 
which is merely mercenary, and that which' 
is disinterejsted. A man maybe supremelf^ 
Beyish in the exercise of a certain kind of; 
love to God. in ail his love, he may have' 
no ultimate regard, except to his own hap-* ' 
piness. He may delight in God for what He is - 
to him$ while he takes no delight in Him for^ 
what He is m RiMtlf. Such is not the love^ 
of the new-bom soul. The enmity of Ait** 
heart toward God is slain. He is reconcilecT; 
to the Divine Chaa^acter as it is. Ood is tho' 
ohject of delightful contemplation to his de-* 
vout mind. In his most favored hours, hi9* 
views are diverted ft*om him^lf. As his eye 
glances at the varied excellence of the De^*' 
ity, he does not stop to ask tlie question, ' 
whether God is a being who will at all eventr 
regard his interest; it is enough for him that» 



VmynKt at all ^eols regard iiis own glofry. 
Be bebolife t dije^itj^ a beauty in the Divine 
Character, that tills bis soal with higii devo- 
tioa* All thin|B;s else are atoms, motes, dust, 
and vanitj, the feelings of the Prc^iel aro 
bis: The disire^fmy $&ul is ia thy namCf and^ 
tQ the remembrance of thee. The unchanged 
sMeaeas of the Divine Being, mid the per* 
fections of the Divine Nature excite the 
noblest views, and the most raised affbctions» 
The language of the Psalmist is his: Whom 
ime I in heaven hvi Thee9 Jind there is w>nc 
mm earth that J desire beside TheeJ The soul 
is satisfied with God's perfect excellence,, 
and does not cherish a wish tliat He siiould be- 
different from what He is. 

True love to God also implies benevolenet 
toward Mm^ and the interest of His kingdom^ 
In tha intrinsic excellence of His character, 
God is the same yesterday^ to-day f and for 
09eT* .The fulness of perfection is alike neccs* 
aary at eXl times to His very existence as 
CML It woald, therefore^ be arrogance w 
the worms of the dust to imagine that they 
may be prqfitMe to 6od, as he that is wise 
asoy be pn^taMe to himseif; but it is prc- 
aomption for them to imagine that they love* 
Bim, without feeling a ii*iendly interest in 
His designs, a sincere desire for the advance- 
Mftent of His cause and the glory of His 
name. Those who love the Divine character, 
nece8a«*ily desire to promote the Divine 
gisiry. They regard the honor of God as 

*6 
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comprebendiBg every goori^ mil MM'dmmftH 
trating every wisU* In this, every holy miiiil 
takes supreme deligbl;. It is the artletif 
desire, the highest wish o( a sanctified heaorty^' 
that in all his works, in all his plans, by alk 
in heaven, by all on earth, and all in heiiy 
God should be glorified. Those who hay^ 
tasted and seen that the Lord- is good, hatvn 
found unspeakable pleasure in beholding Njeh 
glory, and therefore do sincerely and ardenU^ 
]y desire to behold greater aild brigbtcir dist' 
plays of it. This sublime spirit enters istd^ 
the essence of all genuine love to God. T[|# 
Infinite lieing, who is capable of enjoyingt 
an infinitely higher degree of happiness tliaiv 
all created intelligence beside, shares largely^ 
in the benevolent affections of every devout 
mind. 

Genuine love also involves the exercise ei 
gratitude. Gratitude to God is the eMroiw 
of love to Hiih for the favors wliich Ile*ha» 
communicated to us. The primary ^roQtfik 
of love to God is tlie intrinsic ezoellenci of 
His own character, without regard to anyf 
personal interest in Hi9 favor. The ikrstr 
exercise of love to God is«^ and must be^- 
antecedent to the persuasion that God l0ve9 
us. Still, it is true that no mUn who loved- 
God for the amiableness of Bis own charao- 
ter, can refrain from loving Him for thoi 
favors which He has communicated* to htm' 
in particular. The discovery of bis person* 
al interest in Hit favor which Qai bears tOihi$: 
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OMHi iMfU, mUk «0ccite Hm most tosder mdi 
gral^ful emotioDS, He cannot contemplatB 
the care whteb has sustaiaed bim froni year 
to year; the gc^MinesS' which encircles him 
every hmr that be livee; the Word ^hich 
inatructs biniy and the disotplitie which is 
lireparing )mm for better enjoyinent«»-»with« 
out sooie senaatiOBS of than kfalness. He 
cannot caU (o mind the promises that have 
8ii|iportetfl bim^ the tbreatnings that have 
warned him, and the wonderful graice that 
lias redeemed him — without admiration and 
love. Be cannot look forward to scenes of 
temptation and sorrow, through which cove- 
nanted mercy has engaged to bear him, to 
the hour of death, and the joys of a future 
vorld — without a heart expanding with love 
to his heavenly Father. That God. should 
show mercy to a wretch like him, — angels 
have no such cause for gratitude as this! 
. A distinguishing characteristic of true love 
to God, is, that it is siipreme. .Vb man can 
$erve two masters. There cannot be two 
abjects of supreme regard* HSr, saith our 
Savior, that loroeth father or mother more than 
JHe, is not worthj/ofMe. When God promised 
to circumcise the heart of his people, it was 
that they might Uroe the Lord their Ood with 
M their hewrt and ail their sotd. God neither 
requires, nor will accept of a divided affec- 
tioo. He is a jealous God. No rival may 
participate in that love which is due to Him« 
Oeojiine love to His character is something 
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more than languid esteem, a mere Iukevai«i 
affection; sometliing more than a vague, 
indescribable emotion, that <^play9 round the 
liead." It is the ««ruling passion;" tiie gov- 
erning motive, Tfie love qf Ctod 18 para« 
mount to every other principle. Every 
attachment in subordinate to delight in Hia- 
excellence; every desire subservient to that 
of promoting His glory. To a mind that 
loves Him, God is alike the source and sum 
of good. 

"Of all Thy gifts, thou irt Thyself the erowD* 
Give wbst thuu wilt, withoat Thee we ai*e pooiv 
And with Theo rich, tske what thoa wilt Awsy.** 

But while we say, that In every renewed 
heart, the love of God is the predominant 
principle, we ought not to withhold the re* 
marie, that it exists in very different degrees 
in different jiersons, and in the same persona 
at different times. ^Viiile the people of Grod 
remain in tliis probationary* state, they will 

♦ By a state ef probation, the writer does not intend to 
innrfve any thing that hears the remotest reseaablance to . 
the onscripuiral notion, eh her that aU mankind are not, by 
the aiwstasy of Adam brought into a state of i^in and or»n- 
demnstion; or that those who were chosen in Christ Jeavs 
ifejoi-e the world bt^an, are in a state vhich renders their 
final perseverance m the least degree uncertain. A state 
of probation n **a state of trial, in order to a righteoue 
retribution,*^ Vn the present world, men have a Uiir ffip«. 
portpnity to form their characters for eternity. They are 
not in a state of probation, in the t-aroe sense in which 
Adam was placed in that state. They are not under 
a covenant of woi-ks. The question to be tried, is not 
whether they shall stand or tall by that covenant But 
thvy are nader a dispeosatioo of gi-ace. U, while in the 
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he riftnen. Thdi' love to God will be revj 
ttiieqaal at diffisrent seasons, and at some, 
very low and languishing. The best of men 
have their seasons of sin, as well as their 
seasons of darkness* Sometimes they are 
on the mount, and sometimes in the vale. 
They are prone to forsalce God; like Israel 
of old, they are bent to backsliding from Him. 
The glory of His character has little effect 
upon their hearts, and less opon their con- 
duct. The honor of His name excites no 
jotlent desire to promote it, bo anxious 
concern to see it promoted, Otb^r objects 
employ so much of then* time, and engage ' 
so much of their aflfectkniB, that for a while, 
they think more of thimg$ that are seen and 
temportUf than qf those thtU are unseen tmi 
eternal. 

present worid, they repent and believe the gospel, thej may 
look for the blessed hope and glorioas appearance of our 
I^iord Jeaus Chriat fiat if, while ^ in the present worldy 
they remain impenitent and nnbelieriog, they will heap np 
wrath against the da^ of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of G«l. Unbelievers enjoy this dis- 
pensation of graee in eommon with believei's. They have 
a reprieve from final condemnation, together with the op- 
poi^tnnity of fleeing to Christ for a complete reversal of the 
eondemning sentence. Believers also enjoy a dispensation of 
grace in eommon with unbelieven^. They are kept only 
THROUGH FAITH unto talvatioti; God has placed them in a 
world where they mast -watch and prau — where they most 
forget the things that are behind, and reach forth toward 
tliote which are before; where they mtut keep tinder their 
body, and bring it into subjection, lest by any means tney 
thowld be c€ut avay, A state of probation, therefore, is 
neither intonsistent with the infallible certainty of the, 
saint's final persevenuice, nor the sinuer^s present fondem- 
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But there are seasons ateo wkcn the ©liil* 
of God, gradiially exclttding all otiier objceta 
ti'oiii liis view, fixes his mind upon the divine 
('iiaracter as tbe object of liis chief deligUt^ 
and upon the divine glory as tiie great enA 
of Itis being. There are seasons^ seasons of 
inexpressibie sweetness and delight, when, 
like Elijah on Cairmcl, Moses on Pisgah^ and 
John in PatnioSy he is lost in the contempia'« 
lion of the Ever-Blessed God, and bornq aloft 
to catch a glimpse at that glory that fills tbo 
temple above. He beholds the Infinite One 
arraytd with nuyesty and. exceUmcej and 
decked with light as with a garment. H^ 
beholds the bright and brightetiing display a 
of His glory, while his bosom expands with: 
holy fervor, and beats high with pure de^ 
votion. f 

It is not necessary to inquire, whether 
the state of declension or of vigor be tbo, 
more desirable; nor which it is our duty i» 
avoid, and which to cherish and maintain;^ 
Both the doty and blessedness of God's peon 
pie point to that heavenly precept, Be ye per^ 
fecty even as your Father in heaven is perfecLt 
We do not ask tiie reader, whether he pos« 
sesses that degree Af love which he ought {(f 
possess; but, whether he possesses any tJiat 
is genuhie. J Uret them^ saith the voice of 
Eternal Wisdom, that Ixroe me. Tlje holy 
God cannot love those who hale Him. Ii# 
cannot regard those with complacency who. 
regaitl Him with aversion. He cannfit bat 
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MHlneited te those who are irreeonciled to 
Him** He cannot be reconcUed to thode 
who hate Him, and who juetify their hatred 
to Htm. He retains His anger toward them* 
«o long as they retain their opposition and 
onmity toward Him*! Hence none have a 

• W^ are happy in beiog at>le to iiuotc the words of a 
dinne so deservedly eminent as Van Mastricht, in confirm- 
atSon of a troth that meets with so mueb oppositbn from 
tike popular theology otthe present dajr. Speaking De bma 
^omplacentidt in Deo, he says, "Nostra oomplacentia in 
Deo, irritabit Tieissim Dei eomplaeentiam In nobis.** Our 
mtmfiaccncyin Ooti -wiU in retvm excite GiuPe con^to- 
^cy in ua. Theoret. Pract. Tbeolog. Auet. Pel. 
ranmast. p. I«e7. The inPerenoe is unaroidable; God's 
^waplaeeneyiDiwdoas msAprecede,\m\.fiUow9 our compla- 
•eneyjn Him. 

t The reader may perhaps ask, how is this reeoncileable 
«ith the deolaration in 1 John iv, 19, We itrve Him. because 
MefirHleveduaJ * 

God's lore to his people is the cauee of their love to Him; 
*ot it tt not the moHve ot their love to Htm. It precedes 
tiwir love to Hhn in these two respeeta:— 

1. He loved them with the love of benevoleQee, as He 
did other men. He sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
tlieir sins. And bat for this expraasion of benevolence* ibe 
whole hamao race would have been abandoned to the ruins 
of the falL There would have been no Gospel; no way of 
reeoneiKation; and eonseqaentty not a vestige of holy lovo 
ID the barren world. 

«. He loved them with the 'lovo of election." He gave 
tiiem to His dear Son in the everlasting covenant. In por- 
■lanoe of hit gracious design, Be makes them nev creaturef; 
•lays their enmity, and shsos abboad Jiia lave in their 
hearte. And but for this expression of distinguishing love, 
Aey would have for ever remained His enemies. J kvtfe 
laved thee with an everlaeting' /one, sots God to bis Church, 
therefore -with loving' hindnese have I drawn thee. 

In these respecu, the love of God to us is the cause of 
owrlove to Him. It cannot be the motive of our love to 
Him, fi>r this plain reason, that we have no evidence of His 
distinguisbing love to' us, until we possess the consciousness 
if our lore to Him, 
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right to bfllicixre thai God lores then, mti 
they first love Bmu And none will believf 
it, wUIiout having been gioeu mp to 9trmit 
ddMS^an that they sh&idd believe a Ui. A 
man omst be conscious of his love to God^ 
before be can have scriptural evidence of 

The love ivhich God exercises toward the eleet while thej 
are yet ia their sins, is of a peculiar charaster. It cannot 
he the love of complaoeney; for it is exereiaed while the 
objects of it are perfectly hateful; and is therefore eonaistent 
with the utmost detestation of their whole character. It can- 
not be the love of benevolenee; for the love of benejoleneft 
is impartial, and this is discriminating. It ia fuj properij 
atjled the *1ove of election.** ^ 

I am happy to present the reader with a eorreet view « 
this text, irom an author who may jn«tlf claioa more than « 
oommon share of confidence. 

**They who serve God from filial affection, not slavish fear, 
'love him, because he first Wved them:' not that their io«n 
is merely gratitude for his previous benefits, which, abatraeU 
ed from other exercises of love, would be a verjf 9e(fiA 
afecHon.' nor could any man in that ease hve G«m a$ otf 
on goad grourul^^ without some immediate revefatiam If 
aeaure him that he wa» the object op aia aPxciiK ijovk, 

BTKir WHILST HB HAD KO GSAGB, AVD WAS WaOU.T IV- 

FBViTEVT AHO SINFUL. But the evident nifiAninf is, thai 
if the Loi-d had oot loved them before they loved him, even 
when they were dead in »n, they must for ever have con« 
tinned enemies to him. His \o^e euffgewted the plan, mj»4 
trwided the means of redembtion: be revealed to sinnein 
nis glorious perfections and abundant mercy, in th^ Person 
and work of his Son; he sent his word, to declare tosanoera 
this gi*eat salvation, and to invite them to partake of it; b# 
pegenerated t/tem by his Spirit, and so broaght thjem, faf 
repentance and faith in Christ, into a state of aeceptanen 
and recoDoiliation; and thus taught and enabled them t» 
love his excellency, to value his favor, to be thanhful for 
his inestimable benefits, and zealous for hia glory. As, 
therefore; his love to them was the original esnrce of their 
love to him: so from the latter tliey may infer the former^ 
and take the comfort of the happy change which hath been 
wrou|;l)t in them whilst thev give ;uiaa thngforr of it**^ 
Scott's FamUy Mi^le, in Ut' 



Qod^ lore io him. And the eirid^ce wlUeh 
i^des from this conseimisne^is conctuinve, 
We have no more rij^t t# dcMibt ttf ijtnd'n 
love to us, than We have a* right to dovfet of 
oor love to Hhn. As our lore to God grows 
constant and vigorous^ the evtdenee increases, 
that we are friends to GK>d> albd that God is 
a friend to us. 

/* then thy heart right with &&^ Are you 
pleased with the Divine character? Do you 
love tvtry 'part of that character? Do you 
love God's holiness as well as His grace; 
His justice as well as His mercy? Do you 
love Him because He is immutably disposed 
to hate sin, and punish the sinner, or merely 
because He is disposed to forgive sin, and 
save the sinner? Do you love Him because 
He has a greater regai*d for His own glory 
than your happiness; or because you appre- 
hend that He has a higher regard for your 
happiness than for His own glory? There 
is a kind of love which flows from a very 
unworthy principle. If ye lorce them tha^ 
loveyoUf what thank haroe ye; fyr sinners 
also love those that love them. To love God 
from no higher motive than the persuasion 
that you are interested in His favor, is su- 
premely selfish. Those who love God from 
no higher principle, do not love Him at alU 
This is the affection which might and does 
reign without opposition in the hearts of thou- 
sands who are far from righteousness, and 
who will Jinally be excluQed from the kingdom 
of heaven. 

7 
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Are you iwcuict^d. to tkat elianicter of 
God which you see porti'ajted on every page 
of His word? Are yoa well pleased that 6o4 
should not only posi^ess that cliaracter; but 
are you well ^easc^i tiiat all His perfections 
should be under His own direction and con- 
trol? Do you love God as a sover^gn Oodf 
How do you regard the manifestation uf that 
character in the dintinguishing dispensations 
of grace and justice? Do you approve it, 
or do you oppose It? Do you love it, or do 
you hate it? Every thing which God does, 
every thing which He eternally designed to 
do, is an expt*ession of what He is. Every 
thing that He does in fixing the eternal 
allotments of the righteous and the wicked^ 
is a display of His true character. To be 
o|ii>o3ed to what He does, therefore^ or to lie 
opposed to what He. eternally designed to do, 
or to object to His designing from eternity 
to do any thing; is to oppose God* and to 
object to His divine excellence. Whenever 
any part of the Divine character, dearly 
utiderstoodf is the object of opposition and ha- 
tred» ratlier than of acquiescence and delight^ 
the opposition is the result of selfishness and 
malignity, and those who cherish it have not 
the love of God in them« 

Is the glory of God the great end of your 
being? Do you sincerely and ardently desire 
to see greater and brighter displays of that 
glory? Do you rejoice that God is unfolding, 
and will for ever, unfold^ the excellence of 
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ikls character? Do yoa know nothing of this 
tenevolent regard for God and the interests of 
Bis kingdom? Do you find your happiness 
in yourself, or out of yourself? Do you rejoice 
iherely in the hope of your |)ersonal interest 
in God's favor? or do you rejoiee in the h^e 
of His glory? Can you unite your feelings 
with Hisy your joys with the joys of His 
people, and share in the blessedness which 
results from beholding the Ever-Blessed God 
csmpletely and for ever glorified? ' 

What has your experience tauf^bt yoa of 
tlie love of gratitude to God? Do you behoM 
Bod In all your mercies? Do you fetd that 
you live in God's world? that you breathe 
God's vital air? ihzt y^mhte upheld by God's - 
powerful hand? Do you delight to feel the 
sweet and tender obligations that bind yon to 
the Lord Jesus Christ? Have you seen the 
seasons when the abundant goodness, the 
' infinite grace of God towaitis you, a polluted 
sinner, seemed enough 'for ever to fill your 
' heart with love, and your lips with praise? 

Is your love to God mpremeP Does it rise 
superior to the attachnfients of flesh and sense? 
What, whom, do you love more than the 
Everlasting God? In wJiose character do you 
behold more beauty? Whose blessedness is 
an object of warmer desire, or more vtgoroim 
exertion? To whom are you more grateful? 
Do y^u love God more thanyiil*^ or mother, 
tvije or children^ houses or landsf Do you 
loVe Him better than ydurselp «If any man 
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come to mef and hate not his father, and 
mother, and w^fe, and children, and brethreiit 
and sisters, yea, his own uce also, he gak-- 

NOT BE MY DTSCIFLE/' 

There may be danger, but surely there can 
be no neces9ity of being deceived in a casQ 
so plain. Supreme love to God, is decinve 
eyidence of the renewed heart. When the 
soul is ushered from the dfirkness of sin inU^ 
God's, marvelious light, it beholds God in an 
infinitely difl^rent light from what it ever 
bteheld Him before* Now» God is every 
where. There is an inexpressible beauty, a 
mild, glover in. almost every object, because it 
U the work of (iis hand, and reflects the' 
excellence of His n^^re. The language of 
those who love Gpdi is that of the rejoicing 
Church, IwiUigreathf rejoice in the Lord; mjf 
smd shall he jp^ul in my OM. They thiuk 
how exceHeiit a being G6d is, and bow exalt- 
ed would be the happiness to enjoy Him to 
perfection, and to 1^ swallowed up in Him 
for ever. To see and to love that which is 
infinitely lorely, to behold and to adore that 
which is sMpremely adorable, is the character 
and'the blessedness of the heavenly world; 
The early dawn of this spiritual light, the 
first glow of this pure aflTection, is the glim* 
mering of that sacred fire, which will burn 
with a purer and a brighter flame throughout 
intermiaaUe ages* 

Does the reader then Uroe OodP If so, the 
question as t» his own good estate is at rest* 



If you are a friend to God, God will be an 
everlasting friend to you. Nothing 8liaII 
separate you from His love. <«Meither angels^ 
nor principalities^ nor powerst nor things 
present^ nor things to come, nor height* nor 
depth, nor any other creature shall be able 
to separate you from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus your Loi'd.'^ 



ESSAY VII. 

. REPENTANCE. 

The fall of Adam involved both himself 
and his posterity in sin and ruin. From 
the moment of the first transgression^ sin 
chaltenged universal empire* From that 
fatal hour, it began to assume dominion, 
with tlie certain prospect . of swaying its 
sceptre over every clime and every hrart 
liut blessed be God, though its empire is 
'Yiniversal, it is not in all its extent everlast- 
ing. There is One who taketh the prey from 
the mighty. The conqueror is vanquished. 
Though sin reigns unto death, grace reigng 
unto eternal life. 

A mere glance at the ruin and recovery of 
man is enough to convince us, that of the 
religion of fallen beings, repentance forms an 
essential part. It is alike significant of the 
character and indispensal>le to the happinesH 
rf a CONVERTED SINKER, to be penitent. 
♦7 
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In the or<]^ of gracious exercises^ repent- 
fince follows love to God. An affectionate 
view of Gody prepares the mind to take a 
just view of sin* As it is impossible to 
repent of having sinned against a God that 
:we hate; so it is impossible not to repent of 
Iiaving sinned against a God that we love* 
When the heart has been renewed^ when 
the soul enlightened by the Divine Spirit, 
sees the beauty^ the lorceliness of the Divine 
character-r-it cannot seriously reflect upon 
a life of sin without unfeigned grief. ^'Godly 
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation^ not 
to be repented of; but the sorrow of the 
.world worketh death. 

Genuine repentance is that sorrow for sin 
which arises jronn a sense of its intrinsic fur* 
pitude. 

It is essential to the nature of godly 
sorrow^ that we possess a settled conviction 
of the evil of sin. It is not enough to have 
merely a transient view of our sinfulness; 
we must possess a settled conviction of th^ 
great evU oj sin. The real penitent, though 
Tie has reason to lament that he is never sa 
deeply affected with the view of his sin as 
he should be; seldom so much so as he hoped 
to be; and very frequently not affected ^t 
all; yet at some favored seasons, he is enan 
bled to view it in a measure as it is. He 
i^ees its detestable nature. He is deeply 
ipipressed with a sense of its turpitude as 9^ 
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vMaiion of law. This is the definition 
iK^hich the Apostle has given of sin. It U 
(av0jx<«s) the tnmsgressian of law. The God 
who made all worlds, and who alone is qual- 
ified to govern the worlds which He hs(s 
made, has given a rule of action to His 
creatures, which is the result of infinite 
wisdom and goodness. The precept and 
the sanction of this law are perfectly equi- 
table. The highest authority has pronounced 
them to be hcA^jjust, and good. 

To violate this law, is an evil. To violate 
this law, is nothing less than an attempt to 
sunder the bond that holds the moral world 
together. It is therefore a great evil. Every 
violation of this law, is an effort to resist 
the salutary effects of a perfect rule of action. 
It is a virtual opposition to all the good 
which that rule of action, if obeyed, would 
eventually secure. Could the *evil nature 
and tendency of sin therefore be fully express- 
^; could this enemy of all righteousness be 
clothed with tlie energy of omnipotence; all 
that is good, all that is happy, would be 
efaased away, and the world that once 
smiled under the beneficent hand of its 
Maker, would be left bare ofthe last vestige 
of bliss. The same accursed foe that hurled 
the Angels from the highest heavens; that 
drove our first parents from Paradise; that 
deluged the world by a flood; that laid waste 
the' cities of the plain; that has multiplied ita 
trophies in slaughtered thousands; that haa 
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given death its sting and the law its curse; 
that has crMcified the Lord of glory — would 
not stay his ruthless hand until he had ^^rolled 
the volume of desolation" through the em- 
pire of the Eternal, and enjoyed the malig- 
nant pleasure of brooding over the ruins of 
the desolated universe. 

In violating the law, sin also dislionors 
tlie Lawgiver. It aims the blow at God. It 
rises in rebellion against His rightful author- 
ity. It is contrary to every attribute of His 
nature. It is the abominable thing which His . 
soul hateth. To enhance its turpitude, think 
a moment against what a God sin is com- 
nitted. He is a great God; a God of infinite 
majesty. He is decked with majesty and 
excellency. The everlasting mountains are 
scattered at His approach; tl>e perpetual 
hills bow before him. He is a hdy God; so 
holy, that the heavens are iiqf, pure in HU 
sightf and His angels are charged with folly. 
He is a good God. He is lave itself. He is 
a merciful God. His mercy is everlasting: it- 
is great unto the heavens. He is the Being 
\^i*om we arc under the giTatest obligations 
to adore, because He is supremely adorable; 
a Being whom we are under the greatest 
obligations to love, because He is infinitely 
lovely; a Being whom we are under the 
greatest obligations to obey, because His 
government is perfect. And yet we re- 
bel. Creatures whose foundation is in the - 
iust, contend with their Maker! Creatures 
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-wl^ohang every hour upon His bounty, '<for* 
£et' His power, abuse His love!" Sinners 
who are upheld every moment by His mercy, 
tread that mercy under their feet! bow 
great an evil is sin! <<If one man sin against 
another, the judge shall judge him, but if a 
nian sin against God, who shall intreat foi^ 
him!" 

/Thoughts in kind like these, pass througf^ 
the mind of the penitent, as he calls to rc^ 
membrance Sis multiplied transgr^ssison^. N9 
longer does be. make light of sin. He view9 
it in an entirely different light, from that in 
'Which it is viewed by a thoughtless world; 
To him, it is odioi^s; it is vile; it is utterlji; 
detestable; nay more, it is exceedingly sinfitli 

In view of the intrinsic turpitude of sin^ 
therefore, the penitent mourns. And his 
sdrrow is 

iNGBirtrovg: It is not a se^^sA sorrow. The 
object upon which the soul fixes her thoughts, 
while indulging her grief, is sen, and not. 
punishment It is for this that she mourns.. 
This, in tbe hands of the* Divine Spirit, is 
the spring of all godly sorrow. 

Tlie leading principle that makes repent- 
ance a duty^ is that evil has been done; a 
cfioie has been committed. To the renovated 
heart, this is ako the leading motive to re* 
pentance. No truth is more clear, than that 
smners ought to be, and that saints are, 
jienitent /or sin. Tbe inherent odiousness of 
sia is the object of their sorrow; and were 
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this the only consideration that could ,Le 
presented to the mind, this ah)nc ^ould be 
enough to clotlie them with eternal mourning, 
and bathe them in ceaseless tears. >Ve can- 
not refrain from saying, that neither the ob- 
ligation nor the motive to repentance are 
founded in the hope of mercy, or the actual 
exercise of it; though both are theieby 
strengthened. Notwithstanding^ both tlie. 
obligation and the motives to repentance are 
vastly increased by the proclamation of 
mercy in the gospel; yet men must repent^ 
and do repent, because they have done wrongs 
and not because there is, or is not, a proba* 
liliry that they shall escape punishment. The 
moment that our first father fell, before lie 
heard the voice of God among the trees of 
the garden; while under the fearful appre- 
hension, nay, the certain expectancy of the 
rigid execution of the curse — he was under 
the immutable obligation to re))ent. The 
fallen spirits in hell are now without excuse, 
for not humbling themselves before God. 
Though bearing tlie punishment of their 
iniquity, yet in view of the intrinsic turpitude 
of their sm, they ought to be overwhelmed 
with unfeigned sorrow. 

The i-eader will perceive, tliat these re- 
marks are made with the design of distin- 
guishing between that sorroiv of the world 
"Which workeih deaths and that godly sorrow 
nvhich workeih repentance to salvation not 
io he repented of. In the world that licth in 



VfiAednesSy there is enoagli of that 9orroi» 
'which ivorketh death. Tliere is the sorrow 
which arises merely from a sense of danger, 
find the fear of punishment. Such was the 
repentance of Ahitbopel and Judas. Bat 
this is at an infinite remove from that godty 
sorrow which worketh repentance not to oe 
repented oj. It is one thing to mourn for sin . 
because it exposes us to hell; and another to* 
mourn for it because it is an infinite eviU 
It is one thing to mourn for it because it is 
injurious to ourselves; another, to mourn fok* 

* it because it is offensive to God. It is one 
thing to be terrified; another to be hum- 
bled. A man may tremble at tiie apprehen- 
sion of Divine wrath, while be has no sense 
of the intrinsic turpitude of sin, and no troe 
contrition of soiU-on account of it. 

There is also the sorrow which arises 
merely from the hope of forgiveness. Such 
is the mercenary repentance of the hypocrite 
and the self-deceived. Many, it is to be 

* feared, have eagerly clierished the expect- 
ation of eternal life, and here begun and 
ended their religion. Many, it is to be 
feared, have eagerly cherished the hope of 

* tnercy, and here begun their repentance, 
who have mourned at the last, and lain down 
in sorrow. In ail this there is nothing that 
is ingenuous; no godly sorrow arising from 
a sense of the intrinsic turpitude of sin. 

Real repentance is also bebp aitd thou- 
OVBU. It is bitter sorrow. It rends the 
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heart.' The penitent sees that lie Fs a vtle 
sinner. He sees that he has been bis own 
destroyer. The spirit of God has taught 
him/ that sin is something more than a mert 
calamity. He feels that he deserves to bc^ 
blamed^ rather than pitied. He views his 
sin as altogether criminal and inexcusable* 
Thougli the dictates of an evil heart have 
ef en prompted him to go astray; yet he 
jknows they have never constrained him con- 
trary to his own choice. That heart though 
full of evil and desperately wicked, he has 
cherished. He sees^ therefore, that he him- 
self is the only blameable cause of his sin. 
fulness. The great evil of sin is chargeable 
upon him* He has done it. 

And can the penitent see bis own vileness» 
without bowing in the dust before (Sod? He 
is ashamed and confounded when he looks 
back upon his past life, and when he now 
looks into his own. heart Be sees that he 
has broken God's holy law, and resisted the 
cfaini of his rightful Sovereign. The * 
thought which most deeply affects him, is ^ 
that he has sinned against God. In compar- ■ 
ison with this, his other crimes vanish to ' 
nothing. The language of his hifart is, * 
Against Tfiee^ Thee only have Isinntd! If he ' 
had not sinned against a great, and holy, ^ 
and good, and merciful God^ his sins would * 
not appear so great. But, 0, he has sinned 
Against the God who made him; the God ^ 
who has preserved and redeemed him. Cre- 



l^tlWf gP«rfl»eWr par^vi*Bptial emu w4 Wt 
ftf)ei9ing l0v« liavf^ been beatowe^ Hi^ori Hjp 
Blim<^t in Yaiiu Thi^ v) tb? ^f^r^ whipj^ 
woands him. He excl^ii^s w\\h Qay^^i <^I ))f^rf 
fiimied sw^^^ ^he Lord} | b^Vfi^ompaitted 
thi9 grefit wid^ednesaj'' He aeosi^y jbejli tbf4 
be baa mmi ag^in^ t^e 0^^ ^f oiH gr^gf^ 
Be behold Aim vfl^am h^ ha$ fin^rc^ be |o^|» 
itway to tbe crot9 of Cbriat, ^n^ tbi^rfi ff^iet 
what bis sina liave d^naj anc) up gpiev^ ^M 
the ins^ost flojuL 

Tbe nwnt€P of bis sins affects hin^ |io \^ 
ipeveraly than tbe aggravation of ^b^in* .Tb9 
penitent seef tb^t he. b^ not w(y s^nned^ 
put sinned in a tbona^nd forsua* |1# a^ef 
sin in a tbo^8and things^ in which bp Jf^e^^f 
saw it before. It appe^s to i^ii^ it^lf v^itb 
almost every tbii»g. Hq gro^fis uiirfer tbi^ 
body of ain und. death, \t aome period^, h9 
goes bowed dowfi .to the earth all ti^ dail 
long. He feels tliat his trunsgrmiom qrt 
fimttiptiAi Often 19 his langhter turui^ jnt^ 
msmmingi and his jay inl$ heaviness. W'Uk 
what a mdting, broken heai*^ do?9 be li« at 
the feet of bis injured Savior* and beg i^ 
mercy. He is abased before Q9A. ((e if 
ready to cry with tbe humbled P^i^n^ist^ 
«<My sin is ever before qe!" ^r with tbf 
moaming Prophet, <«0 my God^ I ani a^haqit 
ed, and blush to lift up my face to Tbee^ ^ 
aoine iniquities are increased over my boad» 
and my trespass is grown up unto tb« 
lieavens!^ It is enough to break his liaart, 
aerioQsly to reflect upon his inni^nerabto 

8 



iraDsgpreasioiM. <<He remembera UIs 6tM 
^ajSy and his doings thUt were n6t good, aivd 
loathes himself in his own sight for bis int^ 
^uities and abominations/' 

True repentance is not otily inj^enuoits 
and deep; it is attended rpith a4:tual ref&rma* 
tioH. It e3thibits itself in real life. The 
penitent feels tlie force of tonsideratiorid 
ivbich nearer fail to restrain from sin. His ft 
mfraid of sin He dreads its aggravated 
gailt. How shall I commit this great wicked*- 
msSj and nn against Ood! The thought is 
enough for cfver to cut him off from all access 
to tlie accursed thing. He is a smncr still; 
1)ut he cannot remain tt sinner in the sense ih 
"Which be was a sinner once. He maTfifesfts 
a desire to honor the God be has so lor^ 
dishonored; to undo What he has done againid 
Cbe interest of His kingdom, and repair th^ 
fnjary he has caused to the souls of meiK 
There is no genuine repentance where there 
Is w\ forsaking of sin. Still to go on in sfffe^ 
to practise iniquity with greediness, with 
constancy, and with perseverance, is f ncolli* 
patible with the nature of that sorrow which 
is onto salvation 

With these plain principles in view, we 
think the reader may decide the point' to 
to his own good estate. The preceding 
tobservations will go Tar toward enablifig h?ni 
to disiitiguish between the precious and ttt^ 
Tlie. 

. If yours is godly sorrow, it is then ingea^ 
uoti^f It arises from a sense of the iniriimt 
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tl^'ttfure, and ask jruiu-self questiuns likti 
ihcae; Oo I possess .an;, settled conviction of 
the evil o£ sin?. D.oeS' sin, appear to me^ .as 
:tbe evil, and bitter things Does a convictioa 
of tlie evil of it increase? liiere are momenta 
when heayen and hell lie out. of sight: How 
4009 sin appear then?. Do you hate it because 
ijt is mermf ruinous to.f our 8oul» or because 
it is offensive to God? Do jrouhate it.becaust 
it is nnf. Do ;ou mourn over it because U i$. 
yprtmg. 

. . In the sanctified hearty the hatred of sia 
Ja supreme* As there is nothing so bad as 
>iq». so. there is nothing the penitent hates so 
^ucb« Is .then> your ' repentance itep. ani 
$fne&ref Is sin prevailingly your. greaie$^ 
gric^ Seri()ual]f considered, would the, de« 
liverance from any evil be a more joyful 
e^Yent, than the deliverance from sin? If therei 
.^uld be no deliyeranccL from, sin, but at thei 
expanse of tlie choicest comforts, would youv 
.xheerlully make the sacrifice? Do your 
. ipiisf^^rrunes grieve you more thaa yoor sins?, 
or your sins more than youB misfortunes? 

Do your sina appear many and. agg;ra<^ 

.yated? Do you see sin in a thousand differ^ 

,ent forms* aiid new instances* in which yoO' 

liave opt dreamed of it before? Do yoii 

mourn over the sins of the heartf Do yon 

. abhor yourself for your innate depravity, as 

one that was shaped in iniqmty, and conceived 

in <tit? Do you mourn over your vain 

. ^ougbte and carnal affectionsj;. oyer a life 



^pt*ofitab1enato and dnfkithAihiesB? Boc^ 
it grieift jrou that yon are woridly, proud, 
4nd selfidb; that yott ft&t?^^ /ijflM up if&ar stfttl 
info t^^i^y, Md pardtd after tke duit of fke 
tartM 

Does it grieve yon to the heart, to tt»H t6 
Aind tl)»t yon have sinned o^aiiuie <7tfif.^ 
"When yoor eyes behold the Kiiig, tht L&rS df 
Moiis.sLi't you constrained lo e&ciaim, ¥Ht mf 
litef When yoo fo4fc &n iRm ibhmn ym hutae 
mercedy are you constrained to cry ont^ litM 
«ni4onfe/ 

The degree of godly ^rh)# is by no meaifl^ 
io be overlooked in your sdf&exatnittlition. 
When Ood touches. He ittak^ the heftit; 
Where He pours out the splrft df grace, the]^ 
4rr not a ft'tw transient siglis that agitate t&e 
breast; they are lieart-rendfng pangs iJt 
Sorrow. «(And it sliall come to tmss/' saitlfr 
God, 'nhat I will pour upon thte house of 
David, and upoti the inhabitant!^ of Jerusa<i 
letn, the spirit of grate and of sup)dicati6n; 
and they shall look tipon Me Whom thiiy . 
have pierced, and they shall toourh for Hiih, 

AS 0N£ M6tTRN£0na MB ABT OTfltY 802^, Und 

shall be in bitterness for Him, ^s oifB taa* - 

is IN ]&lT^£ttNieSS TOti AIS J?IRST-BOEir. W ^ 

l^at day, there shall be a tittSAl< MOtminilb ]^ 
fen Jerusalem, ka the MdtTRimf g ot |lADAtt<» ' 

IfttUMO)^, tl^ tU% VAIXfilr OV MBGUHOir. 

And the land shall mourn, every fiimily apart; 
the iamily of the house of David apart, and 
their ^|ves apart; the family of the house of 



KjO^ apart, aN tketr wivca «imct; tte 
^Moily of Uie boitse of Levi aparly and tbeir 
wives apartf the family of Shimei apartf and 
their wives apart, every tamiiy apart,, and 
tl^r wives apart/' TImis bave the Je^^s 
mournecT, and thus will that devoted natian 
Ui9uni agaifi^ for crucifying the iMtA, of 
glory« Does the reader know any thing of 
a^ch sorrow as tUis? Can no solitary houRf 
no lonely spot, bear testimony to the bittpr-; 
n^s$ of his grief? What grieves you morei. 
tliaii tha|( you have ten tboiHand times pierced 
the heart of redeeming love? 

.Dojouabhax^i^^ Do you torn ^ from it? 
JDo^ypu cherish, that regard fi^r the lavf and 
c^akraoter of God, that tender regard for tlio 
icfficified Savior, whidi jqapires*' you with 
|U;ed aversiiHi to all that is yoijutrng in tlie 
{HAS of tlie heajpt« and aU tlial js iiyorioiis, i|i 
the sins of the life? X)^o,yoi| feel an increasr 
ifig iendtmes9 of 4:9i^$cienct9 whenever you 
.are tjsmpted to go astray? Aiseyou afraid (^ 
dishonorir\g God, juui do you tremble lest 
you crucify his deat* &9n afresii? 

Fellow sinner! if you^^npw any thing of 
all this* you are not a stranger to that godly 
sorrow whieh worketh r^enfymce to selvcium 
nritohe reptnUd of. God has promised to 
forgive the peoitont. He has pledged Hiii 
word, that the act of forgiveness on His part» 
shall follow the exercise of re)ienlancc on 
yours. Returning prodigal! pardoning mercy 
1% ttiine. It is as sure as the sincerity of 
thy repentance. •'Whoso covercth bis sins 

»8 ' * • ■•" 



Ihftll tibt profiler: Imt wW> t^hUMseH^ ttiid 
j^risaketh tliem, bhjlLl tiitd mjbbct*'' H» 
Tepentance shall not purchase it; his repei^ 
ance does not deserve it. Repentance Im» 
Ho intrinsic efficacy. It cannot entitle to 
pardon. It is not the BAtiOB; though 
without it we cannot be saved, €kMl ddights 
to forgive; He does forgive^ though it coet 
ihe blood of His Bon. No sooner dofcs the 
rebel toatbe and abhor himself, than God 
paiises by his transgressions, and ceases to 
Iretain his anger. <^Be rejoices over Mm 
with joy; he rests in his love; he will joy 
over him with singing.^ To forgive a bell- 
deserving sinner; to receive a rebel into 
favot; to wash away his deep*stained giriity 
and become the everlasting fiiend of tlie 
friendless; is the highest exercise of perfect 
benevolence. O how gratifying to the benev* 
olent heart of God, to behold the returning 
prodigaK though a great wdy ojp His com- 
passions yearn over him. He longs to re- 
ceive him into Bis arms. He is impatient 
to press him to His bosotn. ««He'runs; Bo 
falb upon his neck, and kisses him.'* 



KSSAT YIII. 

FAITH. 



ThB ilrst glimmering of light tliat dawned 
upon the darkness of the fall, was ushered 
in by an obscure revelation of the covenant 



itkttiu Mjr 

tiF frace. "ttSiis t<yirenarft was fiilntfy exhftit^ 
to Adam and I^Te^ in the denunciation of the 
titrse upon the teanpter. It was made known 
more dearly to Noah after the flood. It was 
fenewed with Abraham, after Ood had 
called him from Urr of the Chaldees; with 
Isaac, in Gerar; with Jacob at Bethel, and 
with the generation of Israel, in the wilder- 
ness. The light of troth rose gradnalty. 
and the covenant of grace gradually unfolded 
its blessings, till the Star of Bethlehem point- 
ed to the Son of Righteousness, and the 
^iromise of the covenant was sealed by the 
blood of its Surety. 

' There is an important distinction between 
th^ corotnamt of redemption^ and the covenant 
of grace.^ The period of their formation, 

* It u imhi^ipf, tiMt there should be a diflSBrtaee in tht 

mode of repreieatinjr this subject smoog dWines that wt 
reputed orthodox. The view uhich is given of it by sn 
mftiiieot diThie of the Fre8b}'tei*ita Churcb, may Dot bt 
,fUiittportaDt in this plao« and di^. 

"There seems to be mention made in Scripture of a ooTe* 

naat or agreement between the Father and the Son. This^ 

. the generality ef CaMnitt divines eonsMer as a separate, or 

Sreparatory oootract, and call it the covenant of redemption, 
oroe, however, esfecialUf th^ie vho have been termed 
AsnvntAX9f consider this as property the eovenant oC 
|;r«fee, made inth Christ the seeond Adam, as representing 
his spiritual seed; and the covenant said to be made wii^i 
lietievers, to be only the execution or bdministratitm of 
that oovttiaDt, nadtheffefare aaHcda testament, being the 
fruits of Christ's death, or ratified by the death of the tes- 
tator.** WitherspoorCa Introductory Lectureo on tHvinity. 
This distinctltii eanfiot be aonsidered as an iuveniinn of 
tha JV<nv SchwtL It will be found exprestly recognized by 
Van Mastrieht, and I think, cleariy implied by Turrctin. 
Vid. TheoretiahProtUca The^ogia^ Auctore, Petro Van 
Alastrioht lib. ouint. aap. prim, de Fmdere QratM, ami 
his^tuUo Theologia^ Franfiseo Turretmo, locos duodeoi- 
mas. Quettio secunda. y 



the partieA, the terms of tbeae aevwd cmM>^^ 
Hants, are perfectly distioct. 

The covenant of redemption was forme4^ 
from eternity; the covenant of grfu:e9 in time* - 
The covenant of redemption was antecedent* 
ly necessary to tiie existence of the covenant, 
of grace. It was the peHect accomidisiunent . 
of that arduous. part which the RedeenH^r 
engaged to bear in the covenant of redempr 
tion» that laid the foundation for the covenani . 
of grace* It was this^ that justified Ood in 
entering into covenant with believers, and 
in engaging to save them through faith in 
the blood of Jesus. 

The covenant of redemption subsists bo* 
tween the sacred persons in the ever-blessed 
Trinity, of which the atonement of Christ 
for the sins of the world is the stipulationy 
and the salvation of his chosen seedf tho 

Sronise. The covenant of grace substsls 
etween God and believers, of which, faith 
in Christ is the stipulation, and the salvatiott 
of believers the promise. 

The covenant of grace, therefore, in dis*,J 
tincGon from the covenant of redemption, is 
nothing more nor less, than the promise of 
Qoi to save aU t/iose who hdieve inJesue 
ChrisL The law of God is not now the rule 
of justification, though it is the rule of duty. 
yfe no longer bear the righteous demand, of 
that broken covenantt This do, and th&ii shaU 
live; but the milder' language of gracious 
scopomy, believe, and thou shalt be saved^ 
Of this covenant^ Faith in Christ k that pact 



mUh li f tiMlleS hf tire btltever. Ek hditi^e^f 
atid fipM th^ priiicrp}e8 of thi« co?et)ant> the 
^t act of faith gives him an humble claim 
to the protnise, 

Etery Chrfcitittii gihice is the etktt of the 
iilittiediate agency, and the Almighty power 
of CM iqidli the heart. FnUh is expi*essly 
declared by the Apostle to be the gift of God, 
thoMgb H is ml the satiie time the ad of the 
afttMte.^ It 18 unfformly represented as tf 
the operatimi cf Ood, It is one of the fruita 

mme time, tHe Utet tfUhe crtntk^ liie €«pbti4«ic6 Mii thtt 
«MS¥itt iir nMb, «« Mifgetfy reeoniiielible. God wn/rkHh in 
mme mt tk m^fffem in hm loM io wtit, atti to so. fai 
m^^9XGMP^pit^fet,khp9o^anmMhinvumii, Tka 
mtkJifty «f tbc liMtt ife slain, Hud tftf^ Ate mide ladBinff i» 
ll»%li*t Hity li^rte a^ t» do b^fdi^. 

ff^Msr WW peneir« tlMit the ftutb^r is ftwwr« of soflM 
Mbfifeii«e in this mode of r^pi^sentlng this sabjeet, by di* 
iPtab* ikkt frtXtmub hee^mj mJntJtta to thefre«l Aos« 
|riii#s «f |;rSise. B«t fw prott«ctltig tlud note, he ibaMK 
lli^ti Bftire exhibited the views of a namher of men of 
#slbt^ed eimnettce, isibstftntiMtiAg the remsrki which wehs 
tliew Bikflie. 8u*h sn exl^ition, it is hoped. ^11 softeb 
down some of the prejudiGes of plain Obristians, If it Aieft 
DtttMimtthe ed^ iX 6ppoSiii«ta bn the pstt of those wKo 
pt0 |Mn«cf«eting MdlMrettts to the. dbdriAe of vxu'b xMiarA 

W ehy one will take the trouble to tarn to Stotf^ 
MMi^ Jmit, ho WUl find the fcHowing; sentiment in his 
remaiHU on Boss, viii, 7» t. if^etkH m tutnal inhtd is 
mtmtv, &9, 

•miis carnal Mind H not SQb|elt tb tlie dif ine law, atid 
ili4eed eMmbt be ao; it is ttoiAixY l^iriliiis to ^ sny thinf 
but rebel againitit» snd refose obedietiee t» it." 

The observations of the pune^^athor on John vi, 44. JVb 

OH Mii «»iM% &^.«iis df ihi MMfee impoft. 



k «»iM% o^.^iw dr IM MMfee impon. 
**Vii» gnAm4 of this impOMibility liM in tlw 4)«»ira»^is% 
4Miibh ettMsU between the prottd, woHdIy, anholy, rebel* 
lio^^bid imibdlf ii«ln«t4D^fftlldit ttafe» ait dm bamlHibs* 



9f TAXTII.. 

of tbe Spirit. <'Tbe fruit of the Siriirit m 
iave, joy, long-suffering,, gentleness^ g^o^l-^ 

■piritaal, holy natare of the gospeh The gospel find* noo* 
tnlUng to he saved," &c.* 

Let the reftder alio advert to Pr«aulifi/ WiihertprnteM 
Btswjr on Justificatwn. In vol i. and page 53 of hia Work% 
he will find the following pan%raph. 

^'Sinee mention hat. been raaile of p«rfeet eooforaii^ta 
the will of God, or perfect obedience to hit law, ai the d«^ 
of man, whieh- is indeed the foandation of this whole doc- 
irine,** (that la^ the doctrine of Justifieatkm,) ^I thiok it 
iie<$e8sar3r to observe, that some deny this to . be pro|icriji; 
required of man as his duty in the present &Oen stati^ 
because Be ia not able toperjormit. But seeh do not seem 
to attend either to the meaning of perfect obedience* «r 
the nature cr cau$t of thio inabUit^ Perfect obedienet is 
obedience by any creatare»,/o the utmoat extenti of hio nm 
iuralpowero, Byen in a state of innocence, the lioly dkpo- 
aitions of Adani would, not have been equal in strength 
end. activity to those of creatures of an higher rank} b«t 
•urely to love God who is infinitely amable, with all the 
heart, and above all,, to consecrate aB Ho pewero anH 
fifmlii^e wifthflut exception, and without intermiasinn to 
God's service, must be andeuiably the doty of every intelU- 
fent creature. And what oort. t^finaiiaty- aro roe wukt 
t9 p(t^ thio^ Our naturii facnlties arc *urdy aa fit fi>r tb» 
service ot Godas for any baser purpcse.-^THS iirABiuvr 
IS ovLX MORAL, and.&et wholiy IN THE AVERSION: 
OF OUii HEARTS /rofli ouch emf^yment. Does tUs 
then take amtui the gtdltf Mnst God relax his Uw beoanae 
ve are noi mUing to obey it?** .^ 

The same great man, in a si'rmoo on the '^bsotntc iW'^ 
sessity of salvation, by Christ,!' has also a sentevcc which « 
full of meaning. "For I hope NO CHRISTIAN witt 
assert, tliat atUfper$onin.thM voHd •wkohath.the exertioe 
q/* rf oaon, is under a natural, but only a moral imfoooMHm 
of coming to the kAOwIedgo, and doing the will of Go£ 
If the Jlrot were the case, it wcti/<f takx away all siVi 
hat the kut b such an ohotinate tUeinclmattoHt as is still 
oonsistent with guilt and blame'* Vid. Witherspcon's 
Works, vol. il p. 357. PhihMielphia edition. 

* In regard $o the eomirofwereif between- Atarekail emd 
BeUamy, eoneeming the nature of faith, Scott io meet dla- 
eidedUf in favor of BeUamsfo vine of the^ eubjecL fV4 
SeettreTheekigUiUH'erke^va.Mhp.ft^maUOk 



HmsSf FAITH. No man can say, ttiat' Jesus is 
the Lord, but bt thb holy ghost/' It ii 

« 

Thf folio wing representation of the tnbject, I take ths 
liboity of g'lYing to the publle, principally because it ia from 
im unexpected quarter. It is extracted from a *Catecht«m 
adopted bf the Consistories of the Rifohxsd DuTCit 
Ciii<»owa in the town of Rhinebeok, for the -use of their 
WBopIe, and published b>' their order.*'* 

Q. <'Why do men thas break and transrrcss the hnr <oC 
God?" 

A. *<Tbe reason Is, the re'ignhig avertkn of their heart* 
^ it, so that they are unable to keep it.** 
ti Q. '*Aad doea not this tlieir tna(Hlit} release from obl»- 
9»tioo?** 

£ A. **Ko».j%r it ia of mch a nature, as tends not in iho 
4(arty to breA or weiiken osir obligatkm.'* 
.. Q. <'OfwAa/ib/i«/isittlien.*' 

A. **It is DOtof a namro/, iMit of ft mora/ JUfur." 
€t **What is natural inabiUtyT* 
. A. '^Natural iniibility eondats in a defeet of rMaSQlA 
loeitltics, bodily powers, or rational advafttages." 
- (t -^What 18 morallnability?" 

A. ^'MorsA inability consists in a iHmt of u proper di^. 
'PuittoH of heart UiVMewr natural ability aright." 
. Q. **Can you illustrate the^^stinetion by producing «» 
^sUoce.^" 

~ A. ^'Yes, the -ease of Joseph's brethren who haie4 Iu^l 
^#0, efaatthey '0«»/c? not speak peuoeably to him." 
r.. Not tiewinr this sufficient, the Catechists tbi^n sotgoiik 
-the following Note. 

. ''Thus we say of a man destitute of an lionest principle 
j^bftt he cannot refrain from cheating you if he has an op- 
tportUQity; that some are such pro&ie wretcHes, tliat me^ 
catmot open their mouths without an oath, and others ar« 
Mdi iwrs, that thejf cannot speak the troth; that some are 

* fThen ihit CtttecHtm ntfoe adopted try thete Chnrchee, 
the Rev. Dr. Jofm B. Bomeyri^ norm the Pastor tf the 
•Cedar-Street Church, ^ewYvrk, -woe the etated mnitter 
of the goipel in Rhinebeck, and vat himself one of the 
vommittee appointed to revise and re-publieh the original 
Mate^iem of John SutcUJe, of Ohiry, England. The 
4bove note forma part of a vforh temch the Jtmetiican 
ftibHshera say, in their aavertiemenip *Ha among the bekt 
CatecUme extant.** . 



9fi BilTVf 

expres&ly uvAA ot those who hetjQveA «^ 
Christ in tlie daj9 of hifil hima^ityy tb(|t tlmr 
tc^erf from, not ^ blood, nor vf the will oj the 
jieshf nor of the will (^memj but op goo* It 
13 also unequivocsiily declared that whosoever 
helieteth that Jeme i$ the Ckmt is yomv ob 
GOD. Faith then is the exercise of the new 

It is difficult to give a definition of faitft 
that comprehends aU its properties. In it^ 
most p^neral character* it te vdiamu upon 
the testimony qf Qo(Ps word. It is reixivinM 
the truth in the iavt} o^ iL . The apostle fsm 
uses the plirase^ received not the love pf the 

to f««en8tAil» tbat «A^ amn^fi £>rgiT« an injury; n^ others 
so easily |inifoked» ii»t thpy cann^ keep tlieir t«Diper, Iff 
you contradict them. Ho a oarnal piind cavhot 69 ttihjtct 
f O^d^iiAtof for a man that hates God cannot 9€rve him« 
eariMt rejoice in B«einK him glorified; eatm^f (ov0 1m| 
image; cann9t 9ee may opip^tipfsa in Christ, nor faU im 
with the gospel plan of saivatioo. The difference h^twecA 
■loral mahilUy, ai'd thM vUeh is termed natural, is pUUh 
and aeff-evident. It is said of the mavinerSf that they niva^ 
bard to bring the ship to Ifind, hl^t they could not, Jonah h 
13. Also of Joseph's brethren; thai they could not spe«|L 
I^MtUy to him. fo the former eoae there was a natnn^^ 
m the latter, a inaral ioabtUty. Thus the inability of 9Sftl|t> 
arms to speek, Luke ii, 99, wai widely different from th^ 
flsentioiied in 1 San. xzt, 17. 

•<Xbe inpprf^ooe of % proper fijtleotioa d> tbi^ di«thielia» 
appears, when we observe that the former releaoeofrom 
^AhgaUoH, but the kuttr doet not. It was no crime in fsaao^ 
being old that he could not see, Geo. xxTiii, 1; bnt the 
case seems very different with those who hope ^ueo and acj^ 
noty Jer. v, SI, or such as have eyes full of adultery^ 
though it is expret$ly aaid of them, that they cannot ceaa^ 
from sinning, t Pet. ii^ 14." 

On this subject, the reader may aUo . consult Watti* 
Ruin and Recoveiy. Works, vol. 6. p. 891-2, as alsb 
WatU* Liberty and Mcetoity. 

He may turn to Chamook's Works» vol 8. p. 187; an4 
Kdwards on the Will, Part 1. Sect 8d. 



iA fwi theiruik. Faith, however, when viewed 
ite that evangelical grace which is the CQQr 
4ttion of the New Covenant, possewes altor 
pether a pecniiar character* Though the 
dtmentary principles of every evaogelicaj 
'^ace are involved in that /ove, wluch 19 th$ 
fidfUing of the law; yet every grace bas a 
miecific form. Faith, strictly speaking, is 
flWinct from every other exercise of Uis 
renewed heart. It is not love, nor repentancet 
itor hamility, nor submission, nor self-denialt 
itor hope. It is indeed the exercise of a 
trteart that already loves God, and that is 
faombled on account of sin; but it is one 
which takes that view of the Goi^of Jeaui 
Christ, which is taken by no other grace. 
' One of the best definitions of faith will b« 
found in the Shorter Catechism of the As* 
vembly of Divines at Wcstnjinster. In 
answering the question, ^^Wh(U u faith in 
Jemts ChHit^' they say. Faith in Jesus 
Christ is a saving gjiacb, whbrebt wr 
msojbiyb akb best upon him axonb ¥0r 

SAliTATION, AS Hb 19 071PEBEP TO US it 
?DHB GOSPBIm'* 

I Faith in Jesus Christ is a complex act of 
the mind, and comprises several disttDGt 
things. One of its properties is a true 
knowledge rf ChrisPs character. It is impos- 
sible io «<receive and rest upon^' a Being 
whose character we do not know; and whose 
leharacter we do not know to be worthy of 
confidence* J know whom I have belirved^ 



f4 FAITH. 

•ijv the Apostle. Faith viem tbe IAniI 
Jesus as Ht is. It discerns the Divine tOLttt^ 
ienoe and inajestj^ of His character. M 
t*ecogoize8 tbe child that was born in BeUi^ 
iebem/as tlie Mighty Godi (he Everimtimg 
Father* Tlie proper divinity of the Saviors 
character Is one of those ptain principles «f 
llie Gos|)el that are essential to evafigeiical 
fkitb. T« make an all-sufficient atonemcsit 
for sin; to soften the obdarate heart; to atd 
tiie believer in his trials and «nifl«riims; to 
defend him from the power and sobdetjrof 
his enemies; and to bring him off conqneimr 
at last — >»ould baffle the designs of nH Imt 
Eternal Wisdom^ and mock the power of mil 
buit an Almighty Arm. Faith views tiie 
Savior as truly divine. None cither than tlio 

2TAftl9A.Ii WORD MADE XTiESH, Can be UtO 

foundation of hope, for none other can bo 
mighty to save. It is prcsimfipti<Mi to pto- 
fens to know Christ, without acknowlei^kif; 
Him as tlie second of the three coequal per- 
sons in the Godhead. 

As tlie believer discerns the Lord JesnSitin 
He. is, he also acknowledges Him as>a veal 
and pi*fqier man. He views Him as l:l» is 
represented by the Apostle, to be Me one God 
and me Mediator between Gt>d and maM^ the 
MAN Christ Jesus, it is expressly said that 
Christ took ik^ on Him the nature of aftfPte« 
hU the seed of Mraham. The acknoWledg. 
nent of Christ as roan as well as God.' can- 
mot be separated from the true knowledjs^e of 
Bim as He is revealed in ti>c Bibi«. Tiicre 



Wk 'm vtpwwenteA^ and there Bn^ must te 
i^wed, n» encircled with ail the majesty oC 
4iie self-existent Ood« and all the «nniid^ 
.^l^ries'' of tiie man Christ Jesus. 

The believer regarcb Christ in His whole 

mcdiiitfirtal clmracter. He sees tlie fulness^ 

^ ttie perfection of His work, no less than the 

'#ivtne excellence of His person. He has 

■ Inspect to^Mthe cffices o^ Chri$U He views 

^ Him as Tip& fbopuilt» who came to pablisli 

tthe wiU of God, and declare the way of 

•dvatioii* He views him as th£ Pri£S3'» 

wboni it became God lo institute, and sin- 

i sets to possess; as tlie One ^wtaom God Imtb 

•ctet forth to be a Propitiation, through faltb 

in ttis Mood, to declare his righteousness fee 

ibe remission of sins that are past, that Gk>d 

jDigbt.be just, and the jusiifier of him thai 

Mievetb in. Jesus." He views Him as **tw^ 

: Kne in Zion, tbe Head over all things to 

ihU Uhurch, the Lord Jesus, the Lord that 

bought him." In Christ, the believer dia« 

4savers all ttiat can qualify Him to be a Sav- 

: ior» aod all that can encourage guilty, mis* 

i erable man lo trust in Hia grace. In Uim^ 

te bebolda oiw that is eminently all-sufDcknt; 

One who is i^Ue* willing, and faithful to «Ave 

to jth€ uUermosL Be receives the record 

whicb God has given of Bis Son. 

Aitcere Ufce to tht eharneter of Chfistt is 

also easential to the nature of genuine fait/u 

llis as impossible to <<i*eceive and rest upon'* 

•a being whom we bate, as it is to «<receive 

and rest iipon^^ one that we do not know. 



9S itknui^ 

Fltih in Cliridt U not an exercfaie of ttitf 
Bnderfftanding merely; it is an affisction of 
the heart. With the heart man bdm^eth. If 
thou believest ttith ai.i^ tht RBAttf» said 
Philip to the Eunuch» thou maye$t be baflistdm 
To those who believe, Christ is prectous* 
The excellence which they see both in Bifir 
^rson and in His work, they love. AH tbat» 
they know of Christ, they love. All tlm 
truth which is connected with the character 
atid work of Christ, tliey love. Tbey poii« 
sess spiritual discernment of His divine 
edtcellence. They have tke ^n^ iye that 
discovers His moral beauty. They isee e 
loveliness in Christ and His gdspd» that 
Captivates their hearts. When the wander*^ 
Ing Spouse was met by the watchmen that 
went about the city, and aocosted witli the 
nnespected inquiry, «• What is thy beloved 
more than another bdovedf" the reply was 
at hand: <^My beloved is the chief among . 
ten thousands, He is altogether lovely,**' 
Ahraham rejoiced to see Ckrisft day^ and he ' 
saw it^ and icas giad. Tlie pious Psalmist' 
was enraptured with a view of His loveliness* 
*«Thoo art fairer,'* says he, "than the chit* 
dren of men; grace is poured into thy Hpsf 
tfierefitre God hath blessrd Thee for ever*" 
The spirit of this language is not peculiar 
to David ot Abraham. In the dignity, 
purity ,and amlabletiess of Cbrlst*s charactei-, 
in the design of His minnion, and in ttie way 
^f salvation by liis cross: every believer 
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9968 enoQgli to engage bis sweetest and iBosf 

exalted affections. 

, Witii^tliis acquaintance with tbe character, 

Jnd this attachment to the person of the 
ledeemer^.the believer «<receives and rests 
Xn Him alone for salvation as He is offer* 
in the gos])eU^' He makes ati implicit 
3un*e7idcr of his immortal mil into Ms hands^ 
ajs to One who is both able oMJaxthful to save. 
Tlie yielding up of the soul to tlie disposal 
pt Cbristf is an act of tbe mind which can* 
not be separated from living faith. 
, It is of some importance to bear in mind^ 
that faith is the act of a lost sinner, seeking 
deliverance from the power and punishment 
of sin, toward a Being who is exhibited in 
the charader of a Deliverer. It cannot, 
therefore, imply less than an apj^ication of 
tbe soul to Uiin who is tlie delivering char- 
acter; the actual adventuring of this vast 
concern with Him; together with the hope, 
tfiat with him it will be secure. Faitb re* 
eeives Christ; it rests upon Christ /)r stdva^ 
tian; it rests upon Him alone for salvatiqn^ 
as ikis offered in the gospd. Sensible of his 
ill-desert and helplessness, persuaded of the 
all-sufficiency of the Redeemer, tbe believer 
therefore makes a voluntary surrender of 
himself into the hands of Christ, to be saved 
upon his qivn terms. He is convinced of tlie 
necessity of committing .his cause to better 
bands than his own. He relinquishes bts 

vain cpnfideiices, and places all his hopes ou 
«9 
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40hrist. lie casts himself into His arniflu 
Lord% to whom siutU I go^ but to thee! 

Ill the act of suri'endeiiiis: the soul into the 
hands of Christ, the heJiever takes a view of 
the Great Deliverer, which is as deep as bis 
own wants, and as large as the provision that 
Is made to supply them. Ue receives Christ 
as his Prophet, his Priest, and his King. 

Is he ignorant? exposed to wahder from 
the path? The Great Pi-ophet is his Teacher 
gind his guide. *<The meek He will guide in 
judgment, the meek will He f eacli His way.'* 

Is he polluted with sin? He looks to tlie 
blood of the spotless sacrilice to be cleanseii- 
J^om all siiu Jesus Christ he knows gave IHm^ 
self for his Chnrch, that He might wash and 
cleanse it. He rests <m Him; and looks lor </ie 
sanctifleation of the spirit unto obedience onlf/. 
through the sprinMing of the blood of Jesus* 

Is he guilty and condemned? Ho longer 
does he trust to his own righteousness, btit 
looks to Jesus as tfie end of the law for right*^ 
eousness to every one that bdieveth. He yiekU 
a condemned soul to him to be arrayed 
with a righteousness with which a just Go4. 
lias declared himself to be ever well pleaseim 
lie rests upon him as the sole ground of 
acceptance. With all his natural attach^, 
ment to his own goodness, <'he counts it los» 
for Christ. He cou?its it but dung, that ho. 
may win Christ* and be found in flim, ntti 
fiaving hi<»own ris^htoousness which is of thft. 
law, liut that whirli is throu.a:h the faith of- 
Christy the righteuusuess wJiich is of God 



kj Ukh.» This is his refege* m tww^ of 
rejoicing. He loot^s to JesuB^ recognizing 
the high relation in which lie stands to His 
people, and the endearing name by which He U 
mlied, JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUS^ 
NESS. 

Is he weak and helpless? He engages tbt 
grftce of the Redeemer as his ^conaolatiott 
and strength. To Jesus does he surrender 
liimself as the head of all divine influences* 
i Ute, yet not I, but Christ that UveUh in me^ 
This is the language of faith. The act oif 
the soul in surrendering itself into the hands 
ef Christ, forms a connecting bond between 
kim as the Vine, and the soul as the branches^ 
which communicates life, strength, nourish*' 
ment, and beauty. In a word, with a just 
view of the character, and a supreme attach* 
aient to the person of Christ, the believer 
yields himself info His hands, as a full and 
eatdpkie Savior. Him he receives; upo« 
Htm he rests, and rests for time and eternity* 
With haroble joy will lie tell you, «<Christ is 
my all. I want no more. To Him do I look 
to be sanctified by Bis Spirit; to be governed 
by His laws; to be protected by His power: 
to be saved by His death; to be disposed or 
at His pleasure, and to be the means of pro^ 
Biottng His glory." 

This is "to receive and rest upon Christ 
«lone for salvation, as He is offered to us in 
4he gospel/' This is confidence in Jesus 
Christ, as a Divine Savior. You cannot 
possess these feelings without possessing 
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saving faith. This is the suistance uftkmg^, 
hoped for y and tiic evidence of things not stitu. 
This is the grace wliich ren(le(79 invisiM^^ 
things visible; future things present; aii4 
enstamps tiie {lermanent idea of reaUty upoa 
every thing that rests upon the testiihonjr uf 
God. This was the faitit of Old Te^ainent 
saints and New Testamerlt saints. It is that 
trust in the Lord, of which we i!ead so often 
in the Old Testament^ which is nothing moM. 
nor less than the cot^dence of the newMms 
soid in Godf as reconeHeable through the M&*x 
diator. 

Thus have we secn^ that faith has pro]K'. 
erties peculiar to itself. Its ciiaracter m 
perfectly distinct from every other grace* 
There is no exercise of the^ i^enewed head 
that views the whole gospel plan as it U^ , 
except this. Faitiif from its essential n^uroi * 
implies the fallen state of man^ while i| 
recognizes the principles of the covenant oC ' 
grace. It is itself the condition of^tiiat./ 
covenant.ii' It is. a grace wluch is alilw * 

• When the author strles* faith a condition of the Xerw '^ 
Covenant, he does not mean, that it Is the meritorkMfi ^ 
ground of aooepUnee with Gud. The eoveitant of graoe r 
Lears no resemblance to a oontract, hi which the parttoli* 
performed hjr the belieTer is a n)ere giiantum meruit., ' 
Kver^ prmcipie of that oovenant I'ests upon the feet, ti«aft . 
man is unworthy, and that salvation is all of ^iice. Wheii 
we svy, therefore, that f||th is the condition of the Keir 
Corenant, we mean, tbatfiuth is thai act of the creatm^^ - 
wrouffht in Um 6f Me agency a/* the Holy Ghosts wtU- 
ifiii much, according' to the tenor of the JVcw Coveti/iutt^ 
ihermo no mhation — It is a cine guauon. 



ihttng n i t s A it Me from the lofire «f ftngeli^ ant 
the faith of devik. It is peculiar to tht 
fttunmg nnner. None bat a lost flintier 
iieedsy and none but a humbled sinner reti«h«« 
•dy the grand aentiraent of faith, that *grae$ 
feigns timmgh righietfumtiSB^iniia Vernal ^k^ 
iff JesuM Christ our Lord. 

Hei*e then let the renAer examine hinue^ 
'mhether he te in thefsith. Be may possess 
VltefmthofdeviU. Be may be fully persuaded 
that there was sueli a person as Jesus Christ| 
that he wm delivered far oMTt^ffinuef and 
toee ogam for our Jkist^eaMon; he may pi>6<^ 
Mtts Um vain coniidefiee of the hypc^rite^ 
which neither worketh hf Ikroe^ nor is cf ih4 
eifpteLtUm df Bod; he may cherish the per-» 
Btelons hope of the self-deceiTed—- whife ha 
Mmaiiis blind tolbeeiteelleneeof the Divine 
elittriicter, and while enmity to the cross of 
Christ is the governing principle of hia 
iH^art and his life. Every earnal niind^ 
iMhether aeHsible ef it or not, maintains tha 
fttbat decided avel^ion to the person of the 
Bedeemer, the benefits of Hifi purchase, and 
the terms upon whicb those benefits ara 
pfofifered The whole character and work 
Df Christ bears so intimate a relation to tha 
imbeiieter; they so pointedly take the part 
nf ' God against Mm; they so unequivocally 
condemn Ai# chiffacier and conduct; they 
wtti have such a datnniit^ efficacy lipon Atit» 
'throughout eternal ages«-^hat wheit clearly 
•een, they cannot fail to dlraw forth the latent 
4ftnmity of hta lieart. 



If it be trtte» as it unqfttestioimbi^ is^ UhiI 
you may have a just view of tlie character 
of Obi-isty while you have no love to that 
cbatacter as infinitely deserving your affecr 
tion/and whitie you make no surrender of 
yourself into His hands, as to one who is 
supremely worthy of your confidence; it be-^ 
comes you to inquiref whether you love the 
Z^ord Jesus in sincerity and truth, and whether 
you trust in him as your only foundation 0f 
iio|)e. 

Simmj »m (fJoms^ lavest thou me? Apply 
the questiun. Do you love Christ? And 
^hy do you love Him? Do you love Uiii& 
merely because He died to save you, or bib«* 
cause He died to honor Oed in yoursalva* 
tion? Do you Jove Him because He descend- 
ed from heaven to take the part of God 
agaiiiG^ man; to show the world, that in the 
contest between the creatures iind the Grod 
that made them, God is right, and man is 
wrong, and with His owr blood to set His 
seal to the ti*uth, that the »ovl thitt rinnah 
mght to die^ Or does He ap|>ear to yottba 
this account, asaraot out of a dry groundytt^ 
having no form or comelinesSf no beauty tliat 

Jfou should desire Him? The time believt&r 
oves tlie Lord Jesus, because he effects bis 
eternal salvation in a way. that harmoni2dea 
with the glory of the Divine character. To 
be saved in a way that is in the least re- 
proaohful to that glory, would rob Heaven of 
its sweetness. It is for this that Jesus Christ 
is so precious to those that believe; in thia^ 
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that he is efmnenfly fairer f ban the emt$ ef 

men. Do you love Jesim for the divine gio* 

ries of Hh peraon, fcr the excellence of 

Bis fife, for the benefits of Hfedettb, fmr Um 

prevalence of His intercession^ for His res* 

iirrection. Bis dominion over the world, and 

Bis oflBce as the Supreme and Final JuUgcl 

Are the feelings of your heart drawn eiatto*^ 

ward Christ as your chief Joy? Can yoti di 

ionvn under His shadow with great delightf 

^andjind His fruit sweet to your tastet YfUtn 

affected with a view of your lost state and 

^ £uilty charftcter^ when bowed down under a 

sense of sin^ does Christ appear preciaiaf 

[is a view of him reft^hing? 

/ Do you receive the Lord Jesus, and rest 

upon Him alone for salvation? Can you 

take the place of a lost and hell-deserving 

J sinner^ and with a broken, contrite heart, 

^ make an implicit surrender of your immor* 

^ tal soul into His hands to be saved upon His 

^[own terms? Beloved reader,this is a plain 

.jiquestion. Ever}' humbled heart, in the ^c- 

J lercise of faith, knows ho w to answer it. Can 

. you relinquish every other hope? Can you 

adventure this vast* concern with Him? 
^, Can you receive and rest upon the Lord 
^ Jesus as He is offered in ffte Gospdf Are 
^] jyou at heart reconciled to the terms of the 
.Gospel? Are yon at heart reconciled to the 
: humbling doctrine of being jnstiflied byfdth 
. irithe rightemisness of €hrisf9 It is a doc* 
' trine which, if correctly understood, will be 
seen to reduce the rcttiming rebel to the low- 
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t0tiKMiil0r«lqrriMlstloik To slieanthtft 
is ifiviflcibly •alMcfaid to rfibellion, it is liant 
Id bow. To one \9ko is natuiraUj attached 
lo bis own $iqfposed goodaessj, it is bard i» 
rwoiuice it iiiU^ and desire and receive mer^ 
ey only for ih^ sake of Christ To a matf 
Who loTea Mraself supremely, and v$ilue# 
UiB»8e}f supremely, who has cherished .the 
most extravagant notions of his own iiopor* 
tunce from the womby it is hard to lie down 
at tli6 footstool of sovereign mercy. It is 
cutting indeed to the pride of the human 
heart, to be constrained to feel thai we are 
|(^ilty, and then forced to admit that there 
is no pardon for our crimes, but through the 
merit of aiioNier. Say, reader, is thy jiesirt 
bowed to the luimbting terras of the Gospt*!? 
Do you delight to take your place at tlie foot^ 
of the cross^ and while reaching fotlb tlic* 
hand to receive the robe of the Savior's right*^ 
coasnesa, to shoot, grace! grace! ^<Not unto^ 
me, O Lord» not unto me, but unto thy name^ 
be the glory, for thy mercy and truth's 
mke?" If so, you believe* If so, amidst 
all yonr doubts and fears, jrou have tliat' 
faith, which is the gift of God. lf.6o,yo4- 
tnay humbly claim the promise. Here is 
your consolation. He tliat believeth—^shaU be 
90ved. Tes, sqall bs saved! What more 
lias God to bestow; what more can the crea^ 
ture enjoy? Here are blessings as great as 
the capacity of the immortal soul, as eternaJ 
as the God that engages to bestow them. In 
the compretiensive promise of that covenant 



«» "wMdi fMOt makte 7011 m ^Hy^ tto niyt^ 
iBfkB of elertiity lie concealed. Life «i4 
^BUlfa, eartb and heavra,>thiBgs preeent and 
la ceffle,jay3 JuglniaialeaMirable, and in* 
ttiorial^what shail i sayi M wt ymf^ 
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HVIflUTT. 

^bs tTie liCfaoDl of Christ," says the deTout 
Archbl&i«>p Leighton^ •^the first l»»on of all 
j$ hamiliiy; yea, it is written above the 
4our, as the rule of entry or adflii9sien> 

I|i»ABll «F Me^ VOB I AM MBKK iJID J^OWXr 

•«ir hxart!'^ Humilitj is a grace that is 
ifemiy allied to repentance. Repentance 
^,cspects the nature and aggravation of sin; 
Imni^ility respects tlie person and character 
^ the sinner. Humility consists in a ju9t 
^v^j^fw ofowr own character, and in the duipo- 
i^hn to abase ounHvee a$ lew ae the vUetuu 
^ Gkr dutracterreqmree. 
], A just view of our own character is a view 
of it as it actually is. The pride of the bu^ 
inan heart naturally casts a veil over the 
character of man, and aims to conceal hie 
^orthkssness as a creature^ and his deform* 
Hy as a sinner. The humility of the Gospel 
ni^turally throws aside the veil^ anddiscov** 
ets tb^t nativet wgrthkssness w:hicfa oiigbt to 
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eu|k the creatsre in the dast, and that 
moral deforinity wbich oii^ht to cover thf 
aiiiner with coniusion. Genuine humility if 
inseparably connected with a sense of our 
dependance, of our unworibiuessy and of .oiur 
ill-desert, n * 

Although dependance, absolute and uni<- 
versal^ is necessarily attached to the very 
being of creatures; yet a sense of this de-r 
pendence is a iQoat unwelcome visitant to 
the uiihumbled heart. The spirit of tk» 
carnal mind is an independent spirit. It is 
a spirit in which the pride of man glories* 
Though men are creatures of yesterday, and 
know nothing; though they are upheld iijr 
the visitation of God's arm* and supplied bf 
the beneficence of His hand; they liave n9 
apprehension, that they actually Ui^e, and 
move, and have their being in Eim, Am 
abiding sense of His universal presence i« 
what they cannot bear to cherish. 

But a sense of perfect dependance is a 
grateful guest to the broken and contritf 
heart To a humbled sinner it is sweet to 
feel that he is absolutely dependant on God 
for all that he is^ and all that he has. Be ia 
sensible that heis nothing; thathe is a Vfomh 
and no man. He realizes that God is every 
where, and that worms and seraphs are 
alike at His disposal. He feels with Paul^ 
<Mhat he is not sufficient af himself to think 
any thing as of himself; but his sufficiency ia 
of God.'' Does he enjoy signal favors? be 
calls to mind, that he enjoys nothing, that ht 
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Itot ndi tecevoed. Life, hciaftb; ias well as thi 
Iflessings of both, be sees flowing tbrough a 
thousand channels from tbe same exuberant 
SOnrce. As the child hangs upon the kind- 
ness of its patent, or as the abject poor de- 
pend on the daily bounty of tlieir fellow-men; 
tsro do th€ poor in spirit, conscious of their 
helplessness, wait only upon God^ for their 
eocpedaiUm is from ffim* 
' With a sense of their dependance, the 
Ikamble unite a conviction of their unwor^ 
ihiness. They are unworthy; and they feel 
^at they are so. They* are sensible that 
^hey are sinners. They have seen thu 

Cague of their own hearts. They know, at 
ist, they are unprofitable servants; and at 
jbest, ought to be fdf ever overwhelmed with 
^' sense of their un worthiness. Merit they 
liave none. Desert of good is not in all 
their thoughts. ^<Who am 1, exclaimed the 
King of Israel V Who am I, LordOod, and 
%hat is my father's house, that thou hast 
trooght mehithertof'^ <<1 am not worthy, said 
|h6 humble Patriarch, I am not worthy of 
lire least of all the mercies, and of all the 
^tb which thou hast showed unto thy ser- 
^nt!" The people of God need not be told 
^at they have forfeited erery favor. Much 
iks they need the' divine compassion, they are 
sensible that they do not, and cannot deserve 
It. Often as they seek the divine face and 
ihvor, they do not seek them as the reward 
tft personal worthiness. They turn their 
Iboughts inward^ and see and feel that they 
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mere pensi^iiers iipQft sovereign iQywc;^ 
There was m distiiiguisliiiig es^cellenc^ in 
them» tbsJ^ auide Iheiir the olyeGts of foyqyri. 
tbere was not the abadow of difference in. 
^aracter, wbicli operated as a reason whji 
6od aboiiU regar^^ ihpm with the specid^ 
tokens of His loi^^ rather than the mosub 
abandoned wretch that e¥er lived* ^Mthold» 
tarn vikt Sraae hoA wade mc to differ J*^ 
When' they se^ tbe presence of Godt thfgi 
doit witb the bnnMe spirit of the Centurion^ 
jordf lam ireT "aK^RTHT thot TAoa MhoMe^ 
iom^ nndfr my roqfi When they cast tbfim/t 
aatvoa npon the caro of their heavenly Fan 
thert it i& witb the spirit of tbe prodigaL 
^Father^ E bavA sinned against Beayeny ana 
in tbj sight* and ani' m moba wq»tbt t# 
bsecaHedthysonr 

In th» hiwible benrtr n sense of depen4:9 
ance anil unwortbinessy is also^ connectoi 
with a Hnnqf iU'd^iert, Bamiiity holds vf 
to view the bright mirror of God'fr bofy Imyu 
From thi» Eatthful glass the character cdT 
man is refteeted in all its native defoj^mitj^ 
Here there ia no^ dheeptiun. The merit an^ 
demerit of cbamcter are determinalely fiitedl 
by this impartial standardsi. Here God has 
exhibited His right and ouroWgationf H£n 
vighteeasness aaia our ill-desert. Weighed 
in this unerring balance^ the character off 
man is found \Kanting. It is tbe cbaracten 
of a transgreseor. It ia the character of m 
vebel against the Kingof H^ven; a chfin^ 
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ter 'which is condemned, atid cnnedy aad In 
its own detestable nature deserving everiast-^ 
iiig wrath. 

Unfeigned humility profenptis a man to 
Tiew his character as base, and himself ais 
IB-deserving, as the faw of CUid views them* 
The humbled heart knows that the knv is 
fMyj and the commandment holy^ jnsti and 
good* He not only feels that the wagei of 
sin u deixth; but approves the law which 
threatens him with death for every trans* 
rression. He not only sees that sin and 
guilt are inseparably Connected; but ap^ 
proves of the Lawgiver for hating and pun- 
ishing sin according to its desert. Be pros* 
trales himself in the dust, and exalts Grod on 
the throne. He takes bis proper place 'at 
iftie footstool of God's amiable and awful 
sovereignty. He knows that he ought to li^ 
lis low as vindictive justice can reduce him, 
ile feels that it is of the Lor^s merdes that 
%t is not consumed. Such is his sense of iil- 
^lesert, that he not only feels that he is justly 
'^enndemned; but magnifies the justice thtft 
t^ondemns him, while he adores the grace 
!lhat rescues him fr4>m the condemnation. 
'' Such is the view which the humble mail 
^kes of his own character. This is to thivk 
^soberly of himself and as he ought to think. 
"This is to have just views of his own char- 
^acter, and voluntarily to abase himself as 
iow as the vtleness of his character requires 
liim to lie. This is the disposition with 
irMch he renounced bis own rigbiiottsnesii, 
*io 
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Jesus Christ* Once, |th^ huipble m#|| 
thought little of bis own vileness; iiqw^ i| 
mnm i^f his vtte^e^ coTers km with aha«ie. 
Ooc^9 be thpi^ght bifla^elf rich awd increfMii^ 

9ees and feieJa t)iat beis tcretcA^, ifiiiifflf«^m>- 
ftir, <md ppor, avid blindj 0^4 ^*iHf^4* Op(% 
lie was too proitd ^o become pt (legg^r; no^i^ 
be begs for ffijercy; begs w|ti|^ hpp^ api^ wjit% 
joy in the naiae <» Jesu9» 

This 19 the 4ispositiim that is intfurwoww 
with h«3 experience an4 his cpndu^t. , ^ 
manifests itself bptb toward Godt ^d to^ 
M^ard nuan. Espefiially does it ^n^nife^t itr 
^If toward God* Wi^en |fchin)iij|ig of Gpd^ 
jwhen l)eboldjipg ^\^ gl^^rious perfections^ 
jwhen rieiioiciiig in tjie perfection of Hi^ gov^ 
wnmeiit, and in |th/» excf Uepce of His 4f>r 
signs, the bWkble heart adopts the IsT^gMag^ 
of Job, f*l h^ve beard of Thee by the bear<» 
ing .of the ear, but now mine eye seetb Thoe^ 
iRvhevefove, I abhor ipy^elfy and repefit i^ 
dost and ashes.'' When. thinking of GoidU 
be feels the weight of obligation to love gnfl 
serviS Him wUh all thp htart. Hence he i^ 
Jiorne down under a sense of his inexcusuble 
deOciencies. A view of his corruption ke^p 
him near to the earth. He is ashamed that 
he is no moi^ holy* How often is he con<^ 
stnuned to exclaim, ^^Q wretched f^n thai I 
ami Cfin it be that pnp who knows np morn 
of the love of Oody who is ao more cppfprm^ 
«d tp His iP9gSf is 19 ^tb His own itm 



fWir Bf^*sfw to lUve^t ^iiii9«lf of att 
-im pride; to einpty hiii[iqeU;. Uy feel ^a no*- 
ttiiiig, and be ^ ^othAng and i^^nity. 

In the more Uninedi^te presence of God^ 
ti|e huqpitite P^rist;^^ ^"egiembfii^ ^k^t he i% 

m^rcf -featf t>^ t^l^ t)|e pi|a$e ^^ a hroJfeii« 
Jl^ailed t)eggaf » lie goes tc^ ^1^ (fud of al% 
mice lifce ^ (q^ mf(h> ^npwi; ths^^ hie ileserve^ 
Id «ii|k wtq kel\, U^ is veady to bow lo^ 
before Cl^ri^l; |o yn^ J^ j(ee< tc;z(A hif 
^^QTSy fmA t^ mvf tlien^ jpi^ the hair of Aii( 
ie^d. Like tiif wooMld qF jji^nafint be bega^ 
fir the Cf?i4949 of dil^inp ipercy. He dqesi^ 
|io€ desire to piei^ bi9 own merits b|itwithf| 
iHwon^ M^diiig for sin* ^a^ ^n j»y^ casili 
diow^ to the earthy nvakes mention of thf 
^me of j^aifa. Ti^oiigl^ fit tinuis be is 
fshaffl^ tQ fipproach t|ie thropei thc^ugh i^ 
liardly d^^re uppirpach; yet lil^e the puhlicai}^ 
^«taiiding afar qSV he do^s not so (nuc^ af 
f^ op hiaeye9^to h^aventbiU(so»itep uppnliif 
liiris^t, saying* IBod be mercifid tq me a 91117 
lier.^ QI^ most favored ipiomeiits fire thos^ 
in wMoh he is euablcfl to iie tow before ji 
Boly God^ and in w)iich he hps inpreasing 
iiuBir^ to be kept hnml^le to t^e end of hi^ 
*ky8. 

.^ This bumble t^rpp^r qf mln^ als4^ natora^- 
ly Qows forth in his intermiru yiiith Tii$Jdr 
}(m men, |t is trap, t^at so^fie good me^ 
Imve vastly more naUye Ipanghiiness, vastly 
% of the orer*heaHng spirit of tl)e carn^ 
to siragglf! with, Ithaa ott^if « |io^ 



11« HITMILITT* 

Withstanding this, real Christians are hitni-^" 
ble; and their humility will necessarily ex- * 
press itself in the modesty and meekness or 
their habitual deportment. Let nothings says 
the AfMistle, be done through strifi or vairi'' 
g^ory^ but in hwlintssof mind lei each esteem 
Other better than themselves. The spirit of 
Christianity is congenial, with its precepts^ 
tbough it is not in the present life perfectl;^ 
conformed to them. There is such a thin^ 
as in honor preferring one another f though litre 
inay sometimes be led to imagine that there' 
is not much of it visible. There is such a. 
spirit, and however those who indulge the* 
hope of their good estate may be disposed to 
shrink from the test^ such is the spirit of all 
Chnsiians. 

Charity^ saith the Apostle, vaunteth not of 
itself^ is not puffed up^ doth not behave itself 
unseenUu \Vith a humble frame of mind, a 
hinn will set a due value upon his own attain- 
fnents. He will not be apt to think highly 
of his own virtues, nor consider himself in« 
jured if he is not highly esteemed by others; 
It is difficult for an unhumbled, self-righte- 
ous man not to betray his hypocrisy by bein^ 
proud of his supposed self-abasement. He 
^as much to say of his frames and experieiu 
^ces; much to boast of the abasing views 
>ii*hich he has had of himself, and the won- 
'derful discoveries in divine things with 
which he has been flavored. But the truly 
bumbled soul desires more to be humble^ 
than to appear bumble* It is bo part of fail^ 
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ihiiMter to make grea ptetMMts-to b«<»- 
■lility. There are indeed seasons when bv^ 
isfr favored with unusual manifestatieos of the 
divine gbry, and ahasing views of bis^^wn. 
ifileness. And he sometiaifis speaks of them. 
"With modesty he may speak of them. Bb- 
ia not freed from the duty, noPw deprived of ' 
the privilege of telling what the Lard haa 
dime far his so/uly. merely because the world 
may brand him with the name of Pharisee*. 
But when he does< it^ it is that he may 
strengthen the weak, refresh the weary, 
•beer the despoiidkigy and give honor to Au- 
Vine grace. He does it, not boastingiy, not 
with the language,. Gfod, Ithank TiUttiuA t 
mm, itol OS ot/ier memJ hut with the spirit that 
aaUtfOM Mem. Mter than kimH^^ He kno wt 
that he has nothing to (le proud of; and that 
if be is made to differ-from others, it he^ 
ifiomes bim^ to adopt the language of tha 
Ksalmist, rather than that of the Fharisee^ 
0jjot unto me,^ Lord^. not unto me, bul( 
v)»to thy name givse glory^for tby mercy audi 
tfay truth's sake*'' 
Something like this is the spimt of the 

S^speL A sense of dependence, of unworn 
iness, and of ill desert,., manifesting itselfl 
both towards God-^ and toward man, m thft 
rairit of humility. When the Dhristtan^M 
fiitdtt^Qf Odi^. puts on baweU of mtrdes^ 
Uindutss^ humbleness of mindf meeh^esst Umgh 
ipiffiering^ then he exhibits the power and* 
iwe^tnessof ^ital religion. Seated in tfa<i 
lowest plaee, and clothed with* humility^ he 



M:bibttB9om8 degree of tlieiittihMeness*t»f | 
his Bivine Master. Weil may we call hn^ 
Biility a Heaven-born grace. She ib indeed 
tfie daughter of the skies^ the ^^meek-eyed ^ 
child of Jesus/' and dwells only with hkn; 
WI109 like herself) is bom from above. 

Here then you have a rule of trial. The 
q»int of humility is conclusive evidence <if 
tital godliness. It enters into the essence tsf 
religion. Here the new nature eminently^ 
discovers itself. The humble spirit is thAt' 
child-like, Christ-like temper, which is ex^ 
elusive^ the effect of the Almighty power'of 
Ood upon the heart. 

Can the reader lay bis hand upon lAr 
beart, and sayt that he is conscious of thift 
heavenly teinper of mind? Can he in the^ 
sincerity of his soul, say, that be is xrni^ 
ficious of this spirit of voluntary self-abaae- 
nent? Hid he ever, and does he still, take n- 
^st^kw of his own character, and does Ikr 
possess the disposition voluntarily to abai<!r 
liiBself, as low as the vileness of his chaiae«i 
ter requires him to lie? 
' Do you cherish a conviction of your de--' 
pendenre? Or do you live rmtfumt Ood in t 
thtwaiifff Do you live from day to day,, 
and from year to year, realizing the nla*: - 
Hon which you bear to the great First 
Cause? Do you delight to feel that God seeg 
yout and upholds you, and governs you? Chr 
do you banish a sense of your perfect de-* 
pendence upon Him^ and feel and act^ as 



Gfld ImmI 9» coHomi wkliyw^ mwie 
j^l^w bad no coneeco with Uim? 
'> Do yiHi chemli a sense of your gsei^ um 
worthineBsand UMesert? Do- yon feel youM 
self to be « vile and baleful sinner? Wiiat iC 
others sboold esteem you accprding to tb# 
illeness of your character} wouM yfwt not 
fiew yourself injured? If God shuttid esteem 
joup and treat you according to thevilBncsa 
^f your character; wo«dd you not think it 
i^i^ luid unjust? Should you not mumul* 
wd complain? ^ 

. Is the hambio temper of the Gospel inter* 
woven with your religious eacperienoe? A 
flUTorof humility is diffused. throughout all 
t^eCliristiaograceSb <<CbriBiiaa affections^'t 
8#js the iaunortal Edwards, «< Christian 
aJBTections are like Mary's predous ointment^ 
that she |>ourrd en Christ's bead, that Mied 
t||e whole house with a sweet odout*. H 
ips poaredotttof a Arafcen bex; till the box 
^|asbroken» the ointment could not flow. So 
l^r^oHS affections flow out of a broken 
heart. Gracious affections are also Kke 
tboic of Mary Magdalene^ who akro poura 
l^ecioas ointment on Christ out (if a br«4«>a 
a)abaster box^ anointing tb^rewitfi the feet 4if 
3m^ when she had wasliodthem with her 
t^arsy and wiped them with the hair of her 
lifad* All gracious affectioM that are « 
sweet odour to €hriatt Mid that fill the seiA 
of a Christian with an heavenly swent|ie89 
apd fragrancyy are broken-hearted affec- 
tions. A truly Cbristtan kve^ either to God 



The desires ef the saints^ however earnealf 
«rehiimbleidk8ire». Their Aope is. «i buQiy 
fclehope» and their jojff e^en ykhm^ it i» m^ 
;^eakabUnfi4^M.^^Qiy^ y^9L humU^i bra* 
iMn-hearted Juy^ and teapot the Cbrislian 
Biore poorui apirity maA maFe like a little 
€hild« and mere ydiqioaed 4o an amveia^l 
lowlittesa of hehariorl^* 

Is tlie huanble spirit of the Oospd also ii»« 
tervoven with your babitoal deportnieBl} 
Ar^ yptt habitually disposed to esUem ^kmn 
itUUr tkan youruff^ or to esteem yourself 
•ketter than others? Do yon rejoice to aoe 
4)tbars of equal merit with yourself^ as modi 
Moved aiul honored as you are! And if 
their merit exceeds your own» <are yoiu wil* 
ling to aee them more beloved and honored 
than you are? Or are you tw e\'er restleita 
#nd dissatisfied, : because you 4ire 4iot more 
Moved And bohored than every body ^aet 
^Do you iove the praise of men more than 
the praise of God?'' •^How can ye MieTe^V 
aaith the meek and lowly Jesus, «^IIow «ur 
jre believe, vrho receive honor one of mm^ 
iheJ*, and seek not the honor that comath 
fiv«n God only!'' 

In the characfasr of a Chrittian, bmnlli^ 
is tbe me (hmg needfia. Where this is 
wanting, all is wanting. A proud, iiaugkt^r 
.iqpirit ia inconsistent with the sphit of th^ 
foe|nL It ia the gemns of tliat gospel, itia 

• £dvardt on the Affcctbni, 
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<Hft g^tlu' iwn^ Of mn MiCf fit9p6Mlttff<Hl|| fn. 

^pfice towapfl fklieii timii^ to exult hm to 
^ry, by first htmiUiii^ bitn In the du^. 
•«fle that Mftlteth bfntsdf stiall be ftbftfieif, 
Hhd he that favmbletb himself shall be ti^ 
lftcd.« 

* I>oes the reader fiMttlge tlie bope of bftiK- 
\m^ made bis peaee with OodF Let him i^ 
inembery that God fs at peac^ wftfa imne, 
iSIKceptthe hmnble and contrite. ^<Ile Kff- 
Ml up the meek/ but casteth the wickeil 
flbwn to the gronnd.*' No matter what are 
yiMir pro(bssfoh#; no matter' how hi^ yoiU* 
diipposed attainments; if you have nerer ftit 
the contrition of a broken heart, you barb 
jherer tasted that ttie Lord in |;raciou!|. 
SitBI, you are not to reject thb hope of yout- 
^odd estate, because you find much of the 
^rit of pride within you. Alas, how much 
^r this detestabte spirit hare the best oif 
(Sod's people! With this enemy will be oift? 
Ibngest and severest conflict It possessen 
s« much of the cunning of the Serpent, that 
R is perhaps less easily detected than any 
other form of depraviff. When you have 
norttfled it in one shape, yon will find that 
it rises in another; and when you fondl^' 
h6pe it is dead, you will find that it has beeft 
secretly gathering in Strength, to commence 
the! attack with new vigor^ fhesh cotirage. 
and perhraps greatef success. "Pride will 
Mve, untir the Old Man bi dead. It ig tbe 
<*ulcerated part of the body of siq and death. ^ 
It is the main apring to all the obstnictiona 



-sirb^faio^de^our pregress toward Heavefi. 
It is the secret avenue through which tie 
Tempter too often enters and leads the best 
of men astray. - It is the ^<great inlet of the 
-smoke from the bottomless pit," which dark- 
ens the mind« casts a gloom around their 
£urest prospects, and sometimes leaves 
them awhile in the . gloom of deispendencj. 
'With this enemj will ho. your longest and se- 
verest conflict. Put on therefore, the whole 
armor of Crod, and watch unto prayer^ 
The clasbings of pride and bumiUty should 
4>ften drive the Christian to the throne of 
l^race* ''Who can understand his errors? 
Cleanse Thou me from « secret faults!" You 
may have much pride; but have .you any 
Jiumility? Be. not deceived. ««Seest thou a 
man wise in his own conceit? There is more 
hope of a fool than df him. filesscd are the 
poor in spirit^ for their's is the kingdom of 
heaven." 



ESSAY X. 

SELF*D£NI\L. 

FnoM the formation of the first Angel of 
light down to tlie period when the heavens 
shall pass- away as a scroll, the Creator of 
the ends of the eat*tb bad His eye steadfast- 
ly fixed on the same grand object As all 
things arc of Him, so all will be to Hisn^ 
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£1^ wlio made all things for himselFy cannot 
fan to pursue the end for which He made- 
tbem^ and to obtain it at last. When the 
proceedings of the Last Day shall have been* 
closed; when the assembled worlds shall^ 
have entered upon the unvarying retribu- 
tions of eternity; when the heavens and the 
earth shall ' have passed - away, and a new* 
heaven and a new earth, the Holy City, the^ 
Kew Jerusalem, shalt have cotne down from 
God out of: heaven: *<Heth^ /sitteth . upon- 
the throne shall say^, IT IS doke; I amAL-- 
ruA andOME6A,;the beginning and tlie endf *** 
In the winding, up the scene, it wiH appear 
that God himself ift the first and the last; 
m)t merely the efficient, but' the final cause 
of all things. The vast ptan, which has for'- 
ifs object nothing less., than the^ brightest 
manifestation of the divine glory, has an «n- 
sdienable right to the most unreserved de-' 
Totedness of every intelligent being. To 
the advancement of this plan, Qoi therefbrer 
requires every intelligent being to be volun- 
tarily subservient. Ail the strength' and: 
ardor of aflbction which we are capable of 
exercising, must be concentrated here. Ev-; 
cry faculty;, every thought, every volition,- 
every di^sign, must be devoted to this ^great* 
cause. The injunction is explicit: *«Wheth-* 
cr therefore ye eat, or-drink; bv whatsoever 
:^e do; do all to the glory of God."' Nb\^ 
the heart of depraved man is obstinately-' 
averse to such a course of feelings and con- 
duct.. Instead of being supremely atiichc*. 



to God, and the good of &Ui kingdoin, mw 

are by nature lav^s qf thnr own $elve^f 
lience there is a cunti'Qversj between man 
i^id his Maker. God iequire«men to r&* 
gard His glory as the great olyect of their 
^Sections, and the ultimate end of tlieir coa-^ 
duct; but they disr^ard' His requisitions^ 
and in all their, feeliiigs and conduct have 
respect ultimately to themselves. This con- 
troversy di*awa. the line of distinction b^ 
tween friends and foes. As the spirit of 
aeU-advancement is the root of all sin; so the 
^irit of self-denial is the root of all bolioeas* 
Self*(lenial consists in the y^ohntary m^ 
nufimaiion of every thing which is kicoiins- 
iptU with the glory of God^ ani the liigh€st 
gqio^ (^onr Jelmu men. It does not imply 
the voluntar? renunciation of good, or tU^ 
voluntary toleration of «viU as oeing desir* 
able in thenudves considered^ thoui^h it does 
iniply both as being desirable all things cqft^ 
sidend. There is no absurd!^ in the jfv^ 
poaitionf that a thing may be very i inp l e afrr. 
a|nt in its own nature, but, taking all thioga 
into view* may be very desirable. It is p^r^ 
ffBctly consisl^^nt for men to desire to enj^y 
themselves, and yet desire to deny them* 
selves; to bate misery^ and yet bo will* 
uig to suffer it^ Neither does it imply the 
renunciation pf aU regard to one's aelL 
The desire of happiness, and the aversion tu 
i9iisery» are inseparable from human na- 
ture* The natural principle of self-Iave 
4pes not constitute the sin oif selfisbnfss, ^ 



niMMiiay liaTe a due regard to Itis own hapk 
Iftbess, withoiit hting supreHieiy' s^fish^ 
Tliere is no moral turpitude in being influx 
GAGcd by the snticipatidn.of s^d, or tfanr 
a|iprehendion of evil, provided 1 am not lm» 
filienced by these considerations supremely.. 
There is no sin in regarding my owil istet*- 
estf provided.! do' not put a higher estimator 
upon it than it wiii bear. The evil lies iiir 
T^iewing it- of greater moment.than it is; m 
maldng every thing subservient to myself;, 
smd' myself subservient ta nothing. 
" Self-denial is diametrically o]9osite,to su- 
preme selfishness* ^^Sdfishness^" says . Dr.- 
Ow^, <% the making a man'» selfthts owii' 
oentre, the beginmng and end of all tliat he* 
doth."^^ It is diffieuU, with the Bible in oui^ 
hrands^orupon the principles of sound phi- 
losopliy, not to acknowledge the distinction 
li>0lween aflfections that 'arc supremyy selftsb,. 
aM truly disinterested, to be both plain suift 
htiportant. There is no needof ^le aid (tf 
metaphysical discussion to eatabiisii the pro4 
pii9itlon, that> no man ought to regai'd hift 
ownJmppitiess more than- every thing efte, 
and that tlie man who does, possesses none of 
tbeF spirit of the Gosiiel. The afibetions -of: 
men roust be placed on some one object that 
*^ paramount to every other. TV\^ objecttv 
of supreme delight there eannot be# 'J Vg( 
l>aramount principles of actbn there 'cannot 
IfC; There is no intermediate object be-- 
t^y^een God and self, that can draw forth the? 
li%hest and strongest afiectmn® of the ^ouU 



As there is <<m such tfai^ as n ereaten'e 
going eut of kimMlf, without* rimng as b%h 
«0 the glory of Qod;" sotiiero is no nmlk 
thing as a creal«re*B going oirt of God, tvMfe.. 
oat iiesoendiii(( as low as hinseif. Other 
objects may be loyod; but if they are not lof <» 
ed merely as the means of self^gratificatifm^ 
they are not loved aupremdy. AftctioBo 
that do not terminate oil God, terminate os 
adf. Men who do not »eek the thif^ tbta 
are Jtns Chn8i% Beeic Htebr awn. Imndi^ 
nate sel&Iore is the ruling passion of their 
hearts, and the govc«>ning princi^e of their 
lires. Tliey h>vo themselves, not as they 
ought to love themsdres, but sappeneijr. 
They set up their own private good as the 
faiji^st object of desire and porsait* fTheir 
affections operate in a very narrow dl*ci«. 
They have no ultimate regard but to theift- 
selves. They have but one intcvest^ aad 
that is their own. A supreme regard to their 
own happiness is tlie main spring of all that 
they do for God, of all that they do fortbeia- 
sel ves« and all that they do fortbeir fellow BMq. 
It is needless to say, that with this apirit. 
Christian self-denial has no communion. 
The nature of diis heaveitly grace is expik»- 
dive. It is the result of a supreme attac:ii- 
ment to a higher interest than our own. it 
lights on^lf; but does not terminate on 
self. It ;i^ops at nothing shoi*t of the highest 
good; ynd in pursuing thaty terminates ou 
an o^ect large enough to gratify the sf rofi|c- 
%8t desires of the most benevolent mind» H& 



wkmm not a etntiipirtotta n^t of nM^^ish 
Hinl, bas kanml to makfi k^ own iiitere»fc 
bmd to^b^^intofwt of dod's kingdmi; hihI 
tbat fk*««i Bi^rQiM regaffl lo tbe itttere^t ot' 
Cbd's kingdoniy and not from oiiprenie re* 
gwd to Mfii0ei£ The g^y of Ood §9 the 
great end of his conduct. It i$ his great 
eoMC^TB that God ahould be gbwified; that 
His laws shoirid be obe}^; His gospel Iot^ 
ed, and tbe highest interest of His infinitely 
fsttended Kingdeni prevail and tritmpb» 
Once he denied Christ for himself^ now he 
demes himself for Gbrist ^Otice be lived 
to himseU]; now he lives to (Grod. No duty 
is: so bard^ that lie is not wiUing and resolvad 
to pwform; no sin so sweet, that be is not . 
willing and resolved to forsake* He takes 
v|i the onoss at tbe bssard of every thing* 
Nothing is too dear to give to Christ; notb* 
jng too great to be cbeerfayy saerificed for 
ibe promotion of His glory. Such is^the 
^dUspositton of good men, that they place 
JktirhappimtBS in the glory of God, and tbu 
tumiperity of His kingdosft. They delight 
hb Ibis, in itself considered. Tbey love and 
.porauo this, for what it is in itself consider- 
ed^ and not merely for the happiness which 
will result to them from parsuinjst it. And 
'&e spirit of disinterestedness will ii'resisti- 
bly impel them to do ao*^ The glory of 

_ . * If Ute o|»poiitioB of th« present day to the use of the 
l^ord disinterestedness did not strike deeper th»ii at the 
i^amey we should be chHi^eable with great incivititT in net 
iSbAQdootni: the use of it. But ve cjinoot ahan4»u tUa 
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&oid tho Christian muirt seek. Seeking^ 1M^ 
he cannot be miserable; n6t seeking tbis^ hW 
cannot be happy. He knows he is but a 
poinl^in the Mniverse of QoA, <Hin 'atom iwh 

truth-^Wip never! Ooee let the GhristUke. spirit of disinter- 
estedness be reduced to the level of mere selfishness, and 
the raaxiins of Godwin, Bolingbroke, and Hume, w^l har^ 
Hkonise with the maxims of Edwards^ Ptrol, and Jeada 
Christ It well became an infidel to say» **Self-love is the 
only spring from whieh all moral duties and affections flow.** 
It well be^me the Apostle to saj, "Charity seeketh nt 
her own." Here their systems differ. Here their ehirser 
ters differ. This is the point of dilSerence between tfa^ 
precioas and the Tile. Systems and characters that dl^ 
verge here^ and that continue to divergeywill find th« im-' 
passable gulf between them at last. 

.It is unhappy that plain Cbristians should have imbibed ; 
the notion^ that the doctrine of disinterestedness is an 'Ht*- 
novation. 1$ it noi true. It is a doctrine of the R^frrmor 
tiwi; a doctrine well understood, and clearly taught by the 
dhines of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The lead"- 
iog principles of that doetrine as exhibited in this essay, d(» 
not differ from the views of Calvin^ Van Mastrichf, aad 
Witaiui. 

"Non propterea,** says the great Wltriut, «Oron profp< 
teres, sanetiute operam dat vere fidelis, ut glorian^ 
fiimamque apud homines aucupetnr. Non mercenario 
nti amore^d propria vel kujut, vel ftaurtt vitas commode 
solum collimat. Sublimior lonjfpe sanetiorque pioniro est 
intentio: que in Deum, et in seipsos, et In proximum fe- 
runtur. Ante omnia Xle/^&rtam quserunt. Hanc amant, 
bajtw aropliflcationem expetunt, omnique suo nisu pro« 
movent: Dicantju^ter, nut^Jicetur Jehova, amante» sa- 
lutia tua. Hoc omnibus suis exercitiis tendunt, inofTenso 
ooi'su pergentes, atdiemChristi; repletifructibmjuiHtia^ 
qitiBuntper Jenim Chriatuin, ad ghriam et laukem Oei. 
Quorum operum scaturigo et principium est amor Dei, 
coram finis non potest non esse ejosdem Dei gloria, ^d 
enim Deum impense amat, id qooqae snpi'a omnia amai^ 
qood Deo est amatissimum. Deus autcm ita suam diligit 
gloriam, ut ejus gratia faciat quodcunque facit; ideo omni« 
sunt ex ipso* ot sint rursns ad ipsum, et ipsi gloria sit 
HI sceula. Hao quoque in parte Deo similes sancti sunt, 
quod in omnibos actionibos suis Dei eloriara prae oeuKa- 
habcanti 



tM'^QBi ^ I'^inSf" a single meinber of 
fSihrnVB mjsimi bo^y; <abq ia wiiiing that 
God should lift hiai up, or cast him down at 
His plensure. Hia own advaacemeut is as a 

**P$§t hone Diviai nommia g^oriam, Keet qttoqoe vin^ 
vincto sui ipsitts rationem in vircutum Buaram esercitio ha- 
hum altqae id mtendere, at bu» siU a DeoeteoUooU astenie 
1^^ c09Scius-«-iU iooficniiB coiiacientiB testimonio, eaque 
qii» iilad oonsequitar, tranquilitate exullet, &o. Hso ta- 
neti omnia iU expetere tanctitaa Christiana doeet, non at 
nai ian^Qom yUvm» Hue Mibtistamaas aed tit ea qooqoe ad 
Jpf^jioriam referamus." That is. 

The true believer does not sUi?e to obtain holiness for 
tM take of human applaoae. He does not, I17 a mercenary 
eplfdvm, aim morcJ/ at his own advaotaysy either ia thte 
life or the Hfe to come. The obieet of good men is far 
more pare and elevated; whereby tbty are earned o«^ 
teh Inward God» themaeWa% and (heir neigbbar. Ahoy» 
aU things, thej s^ek the glwru of God, This is the grand 
object of their affections. This, tbej ardently desire an^ 
iadeftitiyably mrsue. Xtff euck at Unm tfuf 9al'mHien, m 
CMtiimd^t ^Ae Jj^rd be nu^gt^fied/ Hither* in all their 
exercises tnejr tend, proceeding in an easy eoarse, until the 
dev of Ckriotf being fiUed -mdi thefrtdf ft/rigktcmuneoe^ 
wMk ore bif Jetue Chtitt uxOa the ghr^ and traiae ef 
Ged. As the soaree and prinoipte of their works is the 
love of God, so tht* end of toem is His glory. For be wh«» 
Ufltm G«d fervently, lofes above all thinfs what la miiat i*«^ 
io¥ed br Qod. Bat Qod so loves his Qvm glory, that what* 
ever He daes^ He does with a view to promote it: so that 
aH tJungs are of Hin, that they may be again to Hkn* and 
to Uim be the gloiy for ever. In this respect the saints are 
Uk^ God, because in all their aoUons, they hqve m eupreme 
regard to Hit glory. 

In tuberdinatwm to tlie gloej of tka Oiviae Name, tbo 
child of God may also in tfte exercise of the Chriotian 
graecit have ivspeet to HmeeH^ and endeavor to gain the 
aasnranee of his own eleraai eleetian— to rfisyoiee in th« 
testimony of a good conaoienee, and in that peace of mind 
which flows therefrom, S(C. But evangelical holhess 
teaches so to desire theae things as aot to rest in them as 
oar *dt$mite endy bat to direst even them to the glory oC 
Ood. 

Vid. Hermamii Witsii, de utonomca fmdermn, Lihi 
Ui.«a{ka(ii»(u47t^fl. 



feather^ a nothing, when put lii the balance* 
against the lionor of Christ and the good 
offlis kingdom. 

Such is the spirit of self-denial. It is the^ 
result of a calm, deliberate, invincible at- 
tachment to the highest gpod, flowing, fortb 
in the voluntary renunciation of every thing! 
that is inconsistent with the glory of. God, 
andilie good of our fellow men. . 

That this is the scriptural idea of self-de- 
nial, it would be easy to illustrate by a mul- 
titude of examples. This is the elevated^ 
spirit that prompted . the.fatber of the faith- 
ful to offer, up the son of promise; that bore 
the three worthies of Babylon to the burning 
fiery furnace, and that led the Apostles and 
martyrs to glory^ in tribulation. It has- 
bome the test ofridiQule and reproach; stood 
undaunted^befove the scourge^and the prison;, 
triumphed^ amidst the light of the faggot^ 
and smiled at the point of the sword. This 
is the spirit which shone with such signal 
lustire in the. sufferings and death of our 
blessed Lord. It was eminently the charac- 
teristic of this Divine Personage, that in all 
He did and suffered. He pleased not Himself^. 
He sought mot Ms own glory, but the glory 
of the Father who sent Him. '^Though Ho 
was rich, yet for our sake s He became 
poor, that we through His poverty might 
become rich." He often anticipated the* 
day of His death, and in itself considered^ 
earnestly desir^ to be delivered from that 
fatal hour. He knew the malice of hiCene^ 



niies, and expected to feel the weight ef it iii 
fiis last sufferings He foresaw all the cir- 
cumstances that would add . poignarfCy to 
his anguish, and foresaw them with distress 
and agony. But does he shrink from the 
dreadful undertaking? You see him stead- 
fastly setting his face' to go to Jerusalem; 
you hear him telling his disciples' that he 
must go; he must suffer; he mv^t be killed; 
but do you hear him complain? Go to Getli- 
semane, and there behold the Son of God un- 
^er the most clear and awful view of his 
approacbii)g crucifixion^ and learn what 
it is to deny yourself for the sake bf advanc- 
ing the Father's glory. Listen to the lan- 
guage of a heart already broken with grief: 
*<I am poured out like water, all my bones 
are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is 
melted in the midst of my bowels." This 
•body sweats as it were great drops of blood. 
The hidings of my Father's face are enough 
-to bury me in eternal darkness. The guilt 
of tliis falling world will sink my feeble 
frame to the g;rave. «'0 my Fatlier, if it be 
l&ossible, let this cup pass from me! But now 
IS my soul troubled. The hour is come, and 
Vflmt shall i say? Father, save me from this 
Jibur! But for this cause came I to this hour. 
Father, GLORIFY THY NAME!" lids 
Was carrying self-denial to its highest pitch. 
So pure was the disinterestedness of tfie Sa* 
vior, that the sweetest feelings of his heart 
would have remained for ever ungratified, 
without the privilege of expiring on the cross. 
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This toe is the spirit which in ii» leaf 
strongly enforced bj precejit than example^ 
How often are believers exhorted^ not (^ 
seek Tfi£iR own; kot to live unto mRWh 
selves; and whether they live, to live uitto 
THE Xioed; ut whether they die^ to die vnro 
fHE loED? That charity which the apostto 
i*epresents as the distinguishing characteris- 
tic of believers, is self-denying; it sBEm* 
ETH not her own. "If any man»" saitb the 
divine Savior, ^^will come aftet* me, let hipi 
BENT HiMSEiF, and take op the cross iMl 
follow me. Whosoever will save his li/h 
shall lose it, and whosoever shall lose ids 
life for my sake, shaH find if 

One would think it diflScnIt, after sach ftn 
explication, to be long in doubt as to the ng- 
ture of one of the most decisive evidences j^f 
i*eal religion. We can hardly turn to a page 
in the Bible, without being convinced, llQit 
the grand distinction between true religMn 
and false, is that the one is disinterested, fie 
other is supremely selfish. «For whether 
we t>e beside ourselves/' says the apostfeito 
the Corinthians, ^<it is to Gob; or whether we 
be sober^ it is for tovh cArsB. For the 
love of Christ constraineth us, because we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, thea wire 
all dead; and that He died for a)l, that tliey 
Which live should not henceforth live uhwo 

THEMSELVES, but OUtO HiM WHICH DISD 
FOR THEM AN0 BOSE AGAIN.'' Those WlfiO 

are in the flesh, unbelievers, live unto tbeni* 
selves; those who are in the spirit^ believers; 



ll^wftto Christ. There are bat two moral 
^amders that ai*e edsentially different, 
and this is the radical difference between 

Here then you have another criterion of 
Christian character. Itis not supposed that 
In the present state^ we shall find self-denial 
-tmailoyed with selfishness. Tktre is not a 
Jfust man upon earth thai doeth good and sin- 
meth noi. Still, in the affections and conduct 
'%f every child of God, the spirit of self-denial 
is the prominent feature. He who possesses 
J&ost of this spirit, possesses most of the spirit 
^^ his Divine Master. ' In the same propor- 
tion in which the glory of God and the wel- 
Ihre of His kingdom take the place of per- 
tonal advancement, does vital religion pre- 
iominate in the soul. 

/ I wish I could press tiiis point upon tlie 
' tobsetence of the reader as closely as its im* 
^-fortance demands. The end of the Chris- 
iian in the exercise of grace, is the glory of 
"' <M, and not merely his own present or fu- 
ture happiness. The object at which he aims 
^tises far lAoTe any thing that is confined 
' Within the limited circle of which his little 
' «elf is the centre. Let the reader call in his 
^■' ^wandering thoughts, and inquire. Have I 
e^r been tangbt to fix my heart on any 
thing infinitely more important than myself? 
^Bo not all my religious aiSM^tions spring from 
aome idfish matvoef Is the desire of se!f-ad- 
inancement^ or the desire to advance the glory 
U 
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of Gody the paramount principle of my feel« 
ings and conduct? 

The Monastery and the Cloister, are not 
the only evidences that there is muchoftiie 
show of selt-denial where there is none of its 
spirit. We must look diligently into the na- 
ture of our religion, if we would not be de- 
ceived. Men may deny themselves in a tiiou- 
sand instances, ivom no other motive than 
that they expect to be the gainers by it.' 
<<And no marvel; for Satan himself is trans, 
formed into an angel of light.'* You cannot 
know whether your self-denial is genuine, or 
whether it is spurious, without knowing whe- 
ther it is founded upon a supreme attachment 
to the glory of God. To deny yourself from 
a supreme regard to a higher interest thaa 
your own, is to possess the spirit of the gos- 
pel. Is this then the principle which regu- 
lates your conduct both toward God and to- 
ward man? Which do you pursue most, your 
interest or your duty? Which do you think 
of most, your interest or your duty? Canyon 
sell all for the pearl of great price? Can yoi| 
renounce your ease, your profit, your hon- 
or, when they come in competition with your 
duty? Can you renounce every thing which 
is inconsistent with the glory of God, and the 
highest good of your fellow men? Are tlicse 
tfie natural hrerlthings of your heart — T/iy. 
kingdom come! Thy will be done! Is the high- 
est interest of this kingdom identified with 
the object of your highest wish, and your. 
nw)st vigorous exertion? Is the cause of 
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Christ your concern? the dishonor of Christ, 
^our affliction^ the cross of Christ your 
glory? If so, you are not strangers to the 
spirit of self-denial. Tou are not without 
conclusive evidence, that you are born from 
above. The more you forget yourselves in a 
supreme regard for God^s glory, the more 
■will you advance your own interest, both in 
this world and that which is to come. But 
the more you seek a selfish, private, separate 
interest, in opposition to the glory of God, 
the more are yon seeking an interest which 
God has determined to destroy. 



ESSAY XL 

SPIRIT OF PRAYER. 

Satti. of Tarsus was once a hardened obsti-^ 
nate sinner. He styles himself the chief of 
flfnners, a blasphemer, a persecutor, and in* 
jnribus. But he was a chosen vessel. It 
jdeased God, who separated him from bis 
lAOtlier's womb, suddenly to arrest him in bis 
career; and near the spot where he bad anti- 
cipated the success of a commission armed 
with the most unrelenting virulence against 
ibe trembling Christians, to humble him to 
the dust. He had in all its strength and 
prominence, borne the image of the earthly; 
but now be bears the image of the heavenly. 
Behold, saith the testimony of the faithful and 
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tpoe witness, DehMfbe pra$ethl He is Mfr 
now the persecuting Saul^ but the heaven- - 
born, praying FauK The proud Pharisee 
iias become the bumUe suppliant; the stubr 
born rebel the meek child of Jesus. <<No 
sooner is tlie soul born than it breatiies; na 
sooner is Paul converted^ than Beholdy hit 
praysJ^^ 

When we sar that the spirit of prayer t% 
conclusive evidence of Christian Character 
we feel under obligation to point out wliereiti 
that spirit consists. We ax*e not to forgeb 
that there is such a thing as drawing nigh 
unto Qod wUh the motithy and honoring IRnh^ 
with the Ups^ while the hearts is far from 
Mm* The hearts of men- may be as stapid 
and unfeeling, as proud and as seif*right>* 
eous; they may be in the exercise of as sensi* 
ble opposition to tiie cbfiraeter of the Most 
High, to the law and the gospel, while offer- 
iHg up the i»06t seJemn expressions 6f ho«L«« 
age/ as they are when God is not in all tbeir 
thoughts. But it is not so with the righle* 
ous. His prayer goeth n$t forth mtt pf 
feigned lipe. With the spiritual worsk^M 
pel", the iieart feels what the lips express* 

The Sfurit of prayer is humUe. It ft»w« 
from a broken and contrite heart. Tho 
publtcan c&M not $o much aa Mi wp hi$ eyes 
to heaven^ but smote upon his orea^^ mti/ing^ 
Bod be merc^l tome a simmer/ Before Him 
who is so greaty that the nations are as the 
drop of the bucket in His presence; and ae 
holy, that the heavens are impure in Bhs 
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sigllt} tlie BuppHaot feels as a man of «ii«^ 
cteaii litis. J^tvery sentiment of his heart 
omstrains him to mai^e the aflfeding confes* 
ston, ^<0 my God^ I am ashamedy imd Uiish 
to lift up my face to Thee, for my iniquities 
are increased over my head, and my trespass 
iis grown up unto the Heavens!*' Sometimes 
la sense of guilt so overwhelms the soul» as to 
prevent its free access to the throne. .«^Mine 
intqaities have taken hold upon me/' says the 
Psalmist, <^so that 1 am not able to loe4 u(^ 
Ih^ are more thin 4be hairs of mine head^ 
therefore my heart faileth me/' 
•1 The spirit of prayer is also bdteving. Nu* 
inerous and aggravated as his sins appear; 
inoch as they attempt to discourage thehe« 
liever from duty, be does not y bid to the dis« 
eouragement. He lias respect unto the sac« 
l^lfice of the Son of God. <«He helieves tlial 
God is, and that Ele is, a rewarder of all wlio 
diligently seek Uim." He bobs to Jesus^ 
tbe Mediator of the better covenant, as the 
vmy of access to tbe Father. The ^cacy of 
liis blood, the virtue of His righteousness is 
lip only {dna. He has an unshaken confi* 
dence, that God can glorify Himself by an« 
nwering his requests for Christ's sake, and 
he is therefore emboldened to press them in 
Christ's name, Thoi^hhe has a lively sense 
ofhisownunwortbiness, yet he knows that 
fit ha$ a Great Mgh Priest ilmt ha$ passed 
into the HetvcenSf Jesus the Son of Ood, who is 
kmched wU/i a feeling (^his ir^rmiUeSy and he 
tbarefore comes boldly ta the throne of graces 

\ *13 
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timt ke imy nbtmm m^eif^ and^td grme tm 
hdp in Ume of immL Until tbt Mrark of rt- 
dteminggrtee shall eeasi^ iisiil the FatlMr 
ilMitt forget tte Son ^ Hi« htve^ luitil cte 
Mme of Christ shall caaae to ba pwcious, 
aad Hift inlsrcessioii sItaU be im lottger piv* 
railiiig^^^faith in the blood of tlie spotfa^sm 
•aciftfioe wiU appertain to Uie nature of 
prajrer. 

Auttfce spirit of prayer is also sabmissiwv 
Tbe8M(|iliawfe-pr«£Brs€r0il'8 mil tohisowo« 
'XkiB wee the dispoailioa «4iich our. Bleaoad 
Lord manifested in the Garden, it was aa 
awliil tiNMiglit io Him. to die; but it was a still 
OMire awful one, that Bis Father's wiUsluwhl 
Bol be aeeomplished. Though Christ viewoA 
the death of the cvQ8si» its awn nature drood* 
fill, yet he viewed the will of His Father do* 
l^^htfaU Ha obose thi^ His Father's wiilt 
ahoald be doae rather than His own. ««Tito 
cnpwhicfa my Father hath given me, shall i 
not drink it?'' His will was absorbed In tho 
will of €kid» <<0 my Father, if it bb 9os- 
siBiiB^let this cap pass fnom me; nevertbo* 
less| not MY will^ b«ii; vuifxm be done!*' TMpp 
in a greater or less degree, is the splriCof 
every genuine suppliant. He pours (oiiM 
the foiness of his heart in the aflfectionato 
language of a child, wnA the subaaasive lan- 
guage of a servant* Ho is preiwred la bo 
aoo^itedt, or to be n^cted ia his {letitions* 
He a|ipronehes the mercy*seat with the de- 
oh'e that God would exercise His wisdom aaA 
jSfacc in granting or denying his requests. 



IB5 

-Me» iielieving, sabmisstre. Other prayer 

"Aaii tins th% Bible lioeB mt reiiaire» God will 

liet AGoept TUb is «lH»^pii^ of geniiiae de- 

• irifttei»$ a sprit vMcb y«« cutnei to ewh 

icmu of paMesftiHg, wMmil ttocoaeciMt* 

neee <tf your feoMiciHatiioR to God. «<Bo« 

^eaoooye aresons, God balh mmki^wik Iho 

iirpirU of His Son into your bearls, crying 

>AMia» Father.*' Kyoa pnaatm tUa apirii;^ 

Hbodgh it to in a ¥ory iaipeitfectatste, you 

^Mjiqr llio high privilege of 4imig adopted into 

^^^kid'a UanWyf and of occspying tto placoy 

' not of strangers, not of fensignonm not sera- 

1y of servants, but of children, toira of Oody 

^«id joint totrs witti JoBm CiuriBt *FAm 

the iS^Mtbrnirs wthmn laiik mr sfMib Itof 

^^ are the AUdrm ef fiM, how high tto 

pleasure to utter our acknowMgnients, to 

Ugp our prato^ to broatto flirth our oobi« 

fdaints toward Hea^n! Wheat tongoe ean 

express tto aweetneso <rf ttose aeaasaa of xm^ 

fimhlng! How Is tto heart enlarged! 9Where 

-^uSfMitfOe lariis^thmieMerif. No 

alarisb tear pei^dexes tto mind; no frown of 

^^Irine displeasure guards tto throne of met- 

^y. Tto cbiMrea of tto comnKm FeMior 

eome near ev^n to His seat There timf 

taste and see that tiie Lord is gracious; 

there, ttiey are assimilated into the likraess 

of tto Hdly Onei there ttoy see tto dearest 

manifestations of tto #vine beauty; and 

^«betolding as in a glass tto glory of tto 

Lord, are etonged into theaame image^ from 
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Klorjr to gloiy, crrm » by Hbe S|iirilirfi ften 

Does the reader poesees the spirit .•!": 
pmyeri Is it bis meiit and Mb drink ^o UUk- 
oenmaiiim with G^d-^-^hrwgh Christy U»j 
have acoessby one ^ritmte the F^hcr?'^ 
Is it bisjifresteBt pleasure te be near to God, . 
and his p*eaieet grief la be far from Himh 
K 809 howevery great his fears, he may kopeit 
Uis privilege is the prrf ilcge of sons^ bis. 
GomolatiiMiSy those iiidden joys with which 
a stranger intermeddleth not; his seasons ofe. 
refipeshii^fy foretastes of the river of life^ 
wfakh iows tram the throne of God and thsh 
Iianib^ \ 

■ It may net he amiss, while wearenpoai 
this sobjecty t»sp^id a feir minutes in loolft-^ 
ing at the question^ What evidence dees tfaur 
long contintted practice of ibe exiemoi dwtjf 
of prayer aflSnrd of the existence of vital !«» 
ligimi in the heart? We do not mean, by 
this statement, necessmrily to CKclnde tiM 
^rit from the form of prayer* If we didli 
the question woiM be at an end* What evn 
idence does the long continued practice joft 
the extenuU fmn affoni of the existenco 
of the iwUrmU spirits It is a question. o| 
moment. 

M^ may pray much, and yet not bo 
Christians* Tliey may pray in pubUc, ami 
in their families^ and still not be Christians. 
This they may do to gratify tlicir pride; to 
be seen of men; to maintain the character of 
Christians in the view of the world. They 



Mftjr pray te aioiel and n^ be CiiHitteos. 
But whrtber men pfnevere im ike AofrtfiMtf 
^tmHit ffmsni firmjfer witimit gmd evi« 
ifblaoB of l^iiristkiii eh«r»Gler,i0 a qMitiim 
wWch I dare not ms^nor ia liie negoliva* 
neither wo«dd I venture to answer it wihesk 
itatiiigly in tiie affirm^ve. This mvch tfae 
Bftie will mrtij warrant as k^ tmg^p Mm 
wto di^ nol CkriMaM wM be toeomdiaglf 
apl tB megleetf and in the end, m^oUy la fti^«* 
iMItejn^aeticeefssBiel prayer. Men do net 
net witlMMit motive. Now what mntive oan 
ludttce a nian wbo is dead in trespasses and 
atns, whose carnal h«urtis anmitjr against 
€k>dytop«*8eirweiathe habitual praotieenf 
neoMt prayer? Is it to silmce tfce damers 
^ a gnilty oonacienoe? To do tUs, be will 
ymy, and often pray in secret. Bui witt he 
ntoajie caH npen God? The impenitent are 
eometimes the subjects of nineh neiwsnsnessi 
they mee convinced of their do^^ aad abuwk 
ed at tbeir danger; and wliile tfaey rennun in 
Ibis state^ they are compelled to admii the 
truth and ini|N>Hance of rtli|^n) and date 
not omit the duty of seonet pray^« Bal 
when they lose their convictions and fiirget 
tiieir danger, the duties of the doset gmdu- 
alfy become irksome. At length they asna 
wemriness. Conscienne oeanes to govern, 
and ahttost to necnse. Her monitoi^ voke 
li silenced; and it becomes less nnA less M^ 
Meti^toemtiffJ^rjmdreMtrmm prmiferbt* 
IbreGod. 
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* There is ancrtlier 'motive which 'wtii In- 
<hiee the mpefritent to maintain the j^ctice 
of secret devi^on for a considerable knglit 
«f time. When once thej have wrfNigfat 
thensalves into the persuasion that ttley are^ 
Christians, and have cherished the hope that 
they are interested in the blessings of the 
gospel salvation, they relinquish tlie persua- 
sion, and abandon the hope with singular re^* 
loctance. Tbey will do. much to entertaitt 
a»id defend them. They are too selfish tc»: 
emit a duty, the omission ef which bears in: 
its very face convincing evidence that the/ 
mre hypoeritesb They will rather practises 
the mbstselMenying duties, even long afleir 
they have lost tfadr borrowed sweetness^ for 
the sdi:6 of the testimony which they derive 
from this souree, that they are ttie childreir 
of God. This motive no doubt operates in 
many fanrtances powerfully, and for some 
time; bat does it o^n^ tmifoririy, and tn^ 
the end' of life? With persons of this de- 
scriptiony the omission* of secret prayer is 
at firat occasional; tlien, more or less fre* 
quent as other avocations demand; till at 
length, the cares of the world, the tempta--^ 
tiona of the Adveraaryt and the allur^f- 
meats ot sin so far blind the understanding 
and stupify the conoeiencet that the most 
hardened sinner still chemhesMs vain confi-» 
dence, while he doses his eyes upon the last 
gltmmerinjerof evidence thi^ that confidence 
is scriptural. 



Bfrt ihmgh in^n nay. pray, and pray 
sometimes in secret^ they will be exceedin^^ 
ly apt to neglect this duty, i£ they ai*e iwi 
Chrislians. Wher«v<ir you find the habitaal 
performance of secret prayer for a k>ng 
^uirse of yearo, there is some reafi#n to be^ 
lieve, you find the breathings of the newr 
bprnsouU There you may. hope. that tliere 
are faungeririgs and thirstin^^ after right- 
eousness. There you will usually discover 
a heart that is not in pursuit of hope merely^ 
l|ut grace; not safety «nly, but holiness* 
Inhere you will usually, if not always^ dis- 
GOYer one> not muttering over a fpw unmeant 
ing sentences^ as devoid of life as a loatbf> 
some carcass is of the life-gi?ii|g «pirk; but 
one whom the Spirit of God has taught to 
pray, because be is weak and needs strength; 
because he is tempted and nt9d» su^^ort; 
jiecause he is in want and needs supply; bet 
cause he is a sinner and needs mercy. 

: K these remarks are just, it is not imper* 
tbient to ask the reader, whether be prac- 
t^ea the duty of secret prayeii We do not 
a|l^ whether he prays in secret now and 
tben; whether he performs this duty on the 
Sabbath, or some occasional seasons of un- 
UMial alarm or solemnity? Is this bis Aa^ 
bUual practice? Has it been his haMtual 
practice ever since he hoped he was broiigiiC 
eut of darkness into God's marvelloas iiglit? 
1^0 matter how poiictual yon are in other 
duties; no matter what evidence you have of 
Jour conversion from any other quarter; if 
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3|r«H hMV% iM: thte, ^ou flliy Mft lUB 
fMra for noMgHt TIm Wftftlef tfaJBtodrffMinii 
eiFidenee i^iiiBl jrM^ eireii if IImi piMbaaimm 
of it w nol 4eci«iv6 ttvkieiioe in yo«r tMwt. 
Praytr has lieeu often ncyled 4to «»CbiiB^ 
tim's brealh.^' II is ^v^Metitij mK A 
prftf eriess Christian! Ko^ it eatinot be# It 
te a mark of llio liigMsl delusion^ of' tiipa 
giMieat stul^ldil/^ to cbc»riili tlie lMp& ^ 
having made yoar peace with Q069 Md^at 
the same tiaie to live ill th^ aegkct of te^ 
ci«t prayers Who that bi» the leoal pg^ 
toosion to feUgioOy can pivHsiimo to llvotaiil^ 
out ieekiag the favor, iHlltoul: d^f«M||tt|> 
the wi<tttll,aiid willioiit i^itiiig OiopfM* 
eoce of Him in whom he livts, aoA mi^viHi^ 
and baa hia being? To live without pni]irer«ia 
e»iphati<^«ily^ loftve wUhaut ^MHmih$w9tid. 
Before I conclude ttiia essay, i wooM gite 
one caution to a certain class of readers* 
There are not wantiMff- those wh^live in 
constant doubt and trembling^ hecaoae they 
do not enjoy the constant presence of Oodv 
and the unifortn fervency of affection H 
their rettreniMts. * Seal ChrisCianfl bnTS 
seasons of coldness which chill the spirit of 
devotion. Such is the power of in*di)retlili|f 
sin; so great is the itifluence of the wcvM^ 
tlieilesh, and the Devil, that even God^s ifWfi 
dear chtldren ate sometimes carried tooftif 
down the i^orrcmt Tea, to the shamo an^ 
gttitt of God^ people, we are consCmiia^ 
ed to make this afftctin^ aeknowledgmciift* 
Still, thh humiliating tnith does not miHtat^ 



i^mC *<Mit- gM6r«l pi»ltici|rt6w RedChHs^ 
tinm oamiet >fi««4i» Ihe negl^l-of prayi^vi 
ni9f aient, Itmse ivImi 4io noft pMseM iim 
«{irit, «Ad Ike in llM>hiiM(ml perlbraaiicil 
of tlied«ty,jMi in 4k$ gM fjf bimHie$$$mi 
tks bmub ^ «K£|iiity. Tte «ioiiM»it a flfiMi 
tegpitis to Itvfj m 4be negieoi of pl*i|yer, thil 
aMMbmt be •hooM tiike • the ^JMrtik 

. Majr it ttien be said of you as it %ias c(f 
Siuil ftf TaiMH^ JMaU *r pmgeHkJ M so, 
thtA yoR like bifliais^bea ohtmn ve^sdL 
Mirifitrifi a cwnstatit «tid ontforn InliiDarf 
M4ib the throm of graee, andfor the sake tif 
^«r gtMl Higb pri^, God witt |mf td$ feat 

him. Dra^ tiigh «fito €kKt, and be wHf dtair 
n%b unto jmL Ex^p near '^ the ftmlitalit 
b€»d,atidt^j|ft JoysAdtfyiii#«t& wnferMT 
1^ ife «db 0f mhftdkm. 



SeSAYXif. 

tX]f¥l; TO tlffi BRETmSKT. 

Iks eminent Br^ .Qwm,apeatog «if tbe 
prtineTaL stale of man, ranarks, that <nbe 
whole beauty of the creation bdottr ceneist* 
eii in man's loving God akisTe aU, and aH 
other thin^ in Iiim» and fer liiai^ aecovd- 
ing as Ibey did fartiei]Mte His glory a«l 
properties.'' Tliat was « iM^less bnar when 
Urn golden chain that boMd God tomnn^ 
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sfflri nM to Qrodiwd to «ach otbei^ >m# 
l^Fokeo* Mam^ whfre mtI thoss^ Amm 
heard, and "was atmd. Tbe earth ^\va3 
cursed, aod nefoaed.to yi^ldiher strejigtb. 
Sin poUuted all the joys ojT- j^aradise; apos- 
tate man becaIli^ the. heir Qf niiseryjiaiid 
.henceforth dwelt in d^irknessy cherishing the 
seeds of malifie and . envj/t hat^idy and hiUing 
ouennotherm 

Upon this dismal ,glooiii, not a ray has 
dawned hut from the cross of .Christ. It is 
ihe prero^tive tof the gospel of Jesus to 
publish the glad tidings <^ great Joy; and 
while it pro<?laiina« ^^QiiOSy to Goi^ ik the 
HiGfiBST, to restore peace -cm earth, and good 
will to man,'' This Gospel breathps. the 
spirit of love. Love is the fulfiiUogof its 
prece^Sf tlie pledge of its joys, and the evi- 
dence of its power.. «'We know,'* ss^th the 
apostle, <^that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren.'^ 

Theiove of tbe brotherhood is not one of 
the native affections' of the carnal mind. 
This cold degenerate soiU bears no such 
heavenly fruit The affection which Chris- 
tians exercise toward each other as Chris- 
tians, is the ofsprtflg of br^fcter worlds. 
It is a prinei^ of celestial birtli. <<:JUoTe 
is of Ood, and every one that lovetb, is bom 
of God, and knoweth God." 

Brotherly love is an affection which is 
Kmited to particular cbamcters. There can 
be no 4oub« but the children of God are 
kindly affectioAed' toward all men. Chris- 
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ttfln bendroleiiee nins psfiiHiil with ratiibiil 
'being. Genuine love to oor ne^bbor is ex«> 
tended to all, according to their character 
and Circumstances* It Uem^ those who curse 
us J and does good to those whohaie u^ This^ 
however, is not the distinguishing nature of 
hrotherly love. Brotherly love differs ma<^ 
terially from the love of benevolence. It is 
the love of good men, and for their goodness 
dnly. It extends only to the followers of 
Christ It is an allbction which is directed 
toward the excdlence of religion. It is com- 
phicency in holiness. 

There is something in ttie character of ev- 
ery child of God that reflects the image of 
bis heavenly Father. It is this that at- 
tracts the eye and wins the heart. There is 
Something which is amiable and lovely. And 
it is this loveliness that gives a spring to the* 
affections and draws forth the hearts of 
Grod's people towards each other, as they are 
drawn forth toward God Himself. The chil* 
dren of God are partakers of the divine na- 
ture'. From bearing the image of the earthly ^ 
' they now bear the image of the heavenly. God 
has imparted to them a portion of His own 
loveliness. He has formed them new crea- 
tures. Of his free anddistingui^hing grace. 
He has made them, as ttiey are ^tyted by 
the Wise Man, more exedlent than their 
ne^ibors. Hence they are lively. They 
are the excellent of the earth; Ood love? 
them; Christ loves then^ tlie Holy Spirit 
loves them; angels love them; and they love 



M* X1M8 Tp nm. unrflfiMf 

0aeli<)dier. It is MPOMnd tfiein ttet tM ^vw-^ 
tiie» cluster;: (kom tbem th%t the graces of 
beftven are neftftc tw}; thuvgh »liaded,and very, 
•ften darkened^ bf the iqost debasing and 
reproachfol 8tii& 

Love to tbe brethren- lAalSsio an^aSectioa 
wbick rests upoii the ani<»tt which belierera 
sustain with Ciirist. The LcHrd Jesus, to* 
getber with all true believers^ forms onit 
mistical body. Christ is; tbe bead^ and they 
are tbe mleittbiefs. From kirn ««tbe h4iq1o 
body, Mf joined together and ctNnpadted by 
that whicb everj joint siipfiKeth, accordiog 
to the eflbctnal w<«kilig tli the measure of 
ererj part, mal&elb increase of tba body vw- 
Ta THfi xonfxtifo oir itsbJiV hi Lova." 
This union is repreaenled by tlia apostle not 
Onty as the foundation of tiiait commumoa 
which believers maintain with Christ, but 
of that which existo between believers them- 
selves. Hi&same bond which unites believ- 
ers to' Christ,, binds them to^ each other. 
The love which Is exercised toward the head,, 
extends to the members. The tinioa itselC 
aeeessarily involves an union of aflf^tiou.. 
Those wtio lov# Christ, love those who are 
like him, and those who are beloved by him^ 
Here all dittinctitms vanish. Name and na«> 
tion, rank and party, are lost in the common 
character of betieviers, the common name of 
Christian* Jew and Gentite^ bond and free,, 
rich and poor, are tme in Christ Jesus^ 
They have <^one jLord, one fattby one top* 
tism^ one God aai Father of aU, wto in 
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above all/and through all, and in them all." 
Actuated by the same principles^ cherishing 
the same hopes, animated by the same pros- 
ptk;ts, laboring under the same discourage- 
mentSy having the same enemies to encoun- 
ter, and the same temptations to resist, the 
same hell to shun, and the same heaven to 
enjoy; it is not strange that they should love 
one another sincerely, and often with a pure 
heart fervently. There is an unity of de- 
€rign, a common interest in the objects of 
their pursuit, which lays the foundation for 
mutual friendship, and which cannot fail 
to excite the "harmony of souls.'* Tlie 
glory of God is the grand object which com- 
mands their highest affections, and which 
necessarily makes the interest of the whole 
the interest of each part, and the interest of 
«ach part the interest of the whole. They 
rejoice in each other's blessedness. There 
are no conflicting interests, and there need 
be no jarring passions. In a common cause, 
in a common' cause which in point of im- 
portance takes the place of every o|)m^, and 
all others, the affections of the sanctified 
heart are one. 

Love to the brethren, though in practice 
not always distinguished, yet in theory is 
Easily distinguishable from all those affec- 
tions and attachments that are purely nat- 
ural. Men may love Christians, merely 
because they imagine that (christians love 
them. This, like every other affection that 
is purely sclfislu is unworthy of the Chris- 
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tlan name. Hiey nmy lo^ pttrttqafair 
Cfaristians, becaase tkey are 4f their pnty^ 
and imbibe their sentiments* This too i$ 
nothing bettef than that Criendbhip of tho 
world which is enmitjr with Chid. Ttiej 
may esteem ChristiAM manly froai the 
force of education and habit. The poo^ 
of God may not be tlie objects of contenapl 
or aversion^ and still they may not be tkm 
objects of complacency. Indeed our o«m» 
sciences may constrain i|s to respect tbeni 
the habits of early education «My lead «a 
often to associate with them; white we bitvo 
no affectionate regard for the exodlonee of 
thdr character. 

That love which fs excited toinard Chm- 
tiana* as Okri^mnst m n conattfttted proof 
of saving grace. The render will do wdl 
therefore^ lo examine bis own lieart* and net 
whether he is conscious of ciierisliing lOva 
toward the people of God foeanse tUff ore 
thepeaple of Gad. Does he love them becanob 
he discovers in tbem the amiiableness of tiiii 
divine religion which is altogether lote^ 
Does he love them not merely because they 
love hiro^ or have bestowed favors upon Iim; 
not becaose they are of l»i^ rparty; but be* 
cause they bear the image of his heavenly 
Father? Is bis love active? fs it a principle 
that lives, that manifests itself by all those 
methods whei'eby the good of the brotlier^ 
Iiood may be advanced? Does it discover ft* 
self in the deligitt wbicli he takes in the 
company and conversation of the liord's 



patifh^ and in every oppertaiiity which be 
Mbs to ^EChajige the tokens, and strengtheiki 
the bonds of mutttal affection? Can be from- 
the heapt ado^ Ibe ifi9<4iiti^ of Rutb^ 
•^Whither thou goest, I will go; and where 
4loubidgest,f will Jed^ei tby peaptle aball 
tefBypeopie^MdtliyGQdnjQQd.'^ T«|L 
IM* peader^ da you fori toawd Ibe obiidrefi: 
flf God as towwrd ibe obiidiien itf one com* 
ima Father, and the. brellirea 4>f owe icoi^-^ 
iROft'faaMiyi Do ywk love them b^ause jtbofr 
jkaa^litie im^;e«f tfaefioamiQiiFatfaefi Andi 
do 0HMt lova theoi in praportiao 4o the diB* 
gree in viiidi they bear the image? Can 
yott bear and forbear mklh theaiZ tJan you 
larget tfieirinfimtities, or do you ifejoice to 
magntfy tJieai? *Caa you cast tbe mantle af ' 
.tikarity over Ibeir siaa* and pray for ihumf 
•ad watch over theait and pity» and blamf » 
Aadtovetbeafti^titjQ And can you feel timif, 
and act thua» toward the poorest and most 
despised of the iackf and that becaase he is 
m- Chnaimi^ If so* bare is your encourage* 
a»ettt» JBk ikat kmth & horn ^Qoi. Yours is 
the spirit of a beUer world. Tlte Paradise 
yaa loat by Adam, yau shall' n^gain by 
Gbriat. AJMed to npitiis barn aa high, you 
abaU. ascend to purer regions, and breathe 
a porer air. Far from the tamitU of Ibis 
apostate emib^ you shall yet rest beneath 
the peaceful shades of Edrn^ where bbHinis 
immoHat aqiaranth «*fest by the trceof life«*' 
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ESSAY XIIL 

NON^ON^RMITY TO THE WORLD. 

Saikts are expectairts of glory. They are 
born from above, And have no borne beneath 
their native skies. Here they are stran^rs 
and pilgrims^ and plainly declare that they 
seek a better coiintry. It is their avowed 
profession, that their happiness and hopes 
are neither in> nor from the present world. 
Tlieir treasure is in Heaven. Much as 
tbey are infloenced by the spirit, governed 
by the maxims, awed by the frowns, and se- 
duced by the flattery of the worid; they are 
so far aloof from all its cormpting infld- 
ence, that between them and the world, 
there is a distinct line of demarkation. Per- 
fectly nloof from the corruptions of the world, 
they are not in the present life. But tbey 
are sufficiently so to make their non-con- 
formity a distinguishing trait in their char- 
acter. They have come out, and are Sepa- 
rate. They are on the Lord's side. They 
area city set on a hill; so far raised above 
the common level of the world, that they can- 
not be kid. They are not of this world, 
even as Christ was not (^this world. Such 
is the excellence of their character and tfie 
purity of their conduct, that the world h 
constrained to take knowledge of them that 
they have been with Jesiis. 
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The Spirit of < tkt world is iMMNn^tiU^ 
with the sjiirit of the gqspel. It is thA. spirit 
of pride^ aud not of humility; of self-indul-^ 
gence^ rather than of self-denial. Riciies^: 
honoi'Sf and pleasore, form the grand object 
€if pursuit with the men 4)f the woiid. World- 
If men are solicitous to lay up treasures for.- 
themsfflyeS) andr are not rich toward God... 
Xheir great inquiry is»«Who will show us 
any good? What shall.weeat«uwl»at shall we 
ilrinki.or wherewithal shall we be clothed?*' ' 
iPhey are sensualt n§t haroing the 9firit^ 
Regardless of eveqr thing but that whicA is- 
oalculated to gratify a carnal mind, they 
liftwf thdi^sQuUMfUo vanity^ and pant qfter 
iheJmi'i^ the earth. Their thoughts and 
thair affections are chained down to- thft 
things, of time and sense. In these they 
seem to be irrecoverably immersed. They 
seJdoin thinks but they think of the woridf 
they seldom coaversa* but they converse of 
the world. The world is the cause of their 
perplexity, and the source of their enjoy*, 
ment. The lust of the flesh» the lust of the 
eye^ and the pride of Ufe^ose every avenue^ 
of the soul to^ the e:(clusion of every holy: 
desire, 1 had almost said» every serious re* 
flection. 

This spirit^ the Christian has mortifted^. 
^Now we/'saith the Apostle, <^Now wehavet^ 
Bot received the spirit of the world» but the 
spirit which is of God.'' The heavenly min<t 
looks down on the things of the world aa. 
lyifig vamtUs that cannot prefit.. Thediscir 
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pib of Jesqsy as he has nobler affections than 
the worldling, has a higher object and more 
elevated joys. *'What things were gain 
tb him, those he counts loss for Christ, yea, 
doubtless he counts all things but loss, for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus his Lord; for whom be is ready to 
suffer the loss of all things, and to count 
ttiera but dung^bat he may win Christ.'' 
"While the wise man glories in his wisdom; 
while the mighty man glories in his might, 
and, the rich man glories in his riches — ^it is 
his privilege to glory in the Lord; to glory 
in nothing save *nn the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 
to him, and he to the world.'' The charac- 
ter and cause of the Blessed Redeemer lie so 
near his heart, that, in comparison with 
these, every thing else vanishes to nothing. 
He views the world by the eye of faith. He 
sees it in a light tliat reflects its intrinsic im- 
portance: the light of Eternity. There, 
the world shrinks to a point. ,The fashion 
of it passeth away. <«A11 flesh is grass, and 
all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of 
the field/' Compared with durable riches 
and righteousness, its highest enjoyments 
are trifles, light as air, Vanity of vanities, 
saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; aU is 
vanity. 

As the spirit of the world is not the spirit 
of God's people, so the men of the world are 
not their companions. The saints arc a pe- 
culiar people. The church is uniformly rep- 
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resented as a society tbat . is distinct from 
ilie world, fTe Jkuow that we are of God, 
'saith the aposde^ and the whole world lieth 
in wickedness^ . Between tlie people of Go<I> 
and the men, of the world, tliere is an essen- 
tial difference of character. The views, the 
desires, and the., designs of the children of 
Ciod, are diametrically opposite to the viewq, 
the desires, and the designs of the men of thp 
world. The one love^ what the other hates. 
The one pursues wl)at tlie other shuns. 
Saints are passing the narrow way which 
leads to life; sinners the broad way which 
leads to death. Hence there is no commoni 
hond between them. The dissimilarity qT 
character, the diversity in the great objects 
of pursuit, naturally draw them asunder* If 
there were no other ground for the expecta- 
tion, t]}ercfore, than the common principle 
of human nature, we might look for dissen- 
tion rather than unity, between the disci- 
ples of Christ and the men of the World* 
•«Hpw can two walk together^ except they be 
agreed? What fellowship hath light with 
darkness? Or what communion hath Christ 
with Belial?" The same principles which 
prompt the men of the world not to select 
the people of God for their familiar compan* 
ions^also induce the people of God to chpase 
other companions than the men of the world. 
There is an irreconcileable spirit between 
them. <^The friendship of the world is en- 
mity with God." ^|any as may be the mu- 
tiial tokens of respect, civility, and>kindness. 
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(and many thtfre afapould be,) between Clnrib^ 
fians «nd the men of the worlds th^ mr^ 
9otwiths{taoding» two distinct classes of mrib 
Much as €bmtiana esteem the men of the 
worid as |;ood menliers of civtt socvetjr; 
much as they regard their happiness, and 
iBndeavor to advance ^ much as they eonir 
l^assionate their depravity, and d»plore their 
prospects; mnch as they are conversant w^ 
them in the ordinary calls of Ai^ty — stiUy 
they are not their chosen companions. Tb^ 
^CMnot court their friendship; because ^kef 
are irfraid of it. •<Eyil commutiications cor* 
ifQpt good manners.«*oHe that waiketb witK 
Wise men shall be wise; but a companion of 
Ibols shall be destroyed." 

Those who have mortified the spirit, and 
irho stand at a di^nce from the men of the 
uroridyiire also in some good degree abme 
its corrupting inftuencei The claim whkh, 
from their timnbers and strength, tlie world 
are apt to consider themselves as warraiit^ 
€d to make upon the opinions and practices 
<of God's people, is habitually resisted.. 
Though good men may be -often seduced by. 
tlie smiles, and nwed by the frowns of tire 
world, it is no part of tlieir general chanio^ 
terto conform either to its pleasure ordis-: 
pleasure* They act from higher motives,, 
and maintain a more consistent character, 
than to give way to tndulgencies merely for 
the sake of pleasing the wertd; iarto«vtnd 
duty, merely through tlie fear of offending 
It, Wldh tb^' regmrA the fear of God more 



fikxl la jkmn the worMu And while tiiqr 
Mf^d the&vovof OodfliotetlMiitbi^ famor 
gf nan, tbqr will atrf piik^lMne the faror ef 
IttM «t the «xfMme iif the AiVor eC 6ed. An 
fceUtMl trngoA to the wttt »iM fimr ef «od |e 
M efbctnal setwitf i^;;sia8t the flmMes ef tile 
^^orlik The great ot9eet<tfthi€fai«ilten4i 
Ally; hie preddmiiNiiit derire, to obqr Bed. 
WHm he oeii pieaee the wei4d defMtiiteiiti|r 
with these, he iwiM do^^o; otherwise^ it ii 
enengh for him that Ciod comiHnidB; aMd 
•aoAgb for flieai that be' cantibt -dieeley. 
tim same siiirit is alMMiti efeetaal aecatiljf 
igaiaat tiie Orimm of the world. Betf 
CihristiaRacatiaot bennive aimid of 1M die-^ 
Measure of tife warld, than of th^dispt^ad- 
m^ of 43tod. Whae thty dread to oflhdt 
God, they ciMnet taindy bow to the frowH» 
of mea. « Whether it be i^bt to bearlmi 
Mia mm, rather than aitfo Gk»d, jodge jtap' 
TMe waatbe ^irit of tha^ etaif d»c^M; 
and this will be the spirit of efrer^ disc^fe 
down to tte lateat {leridd of tittOi fti i^ 
ji^Ue^BMUiifests the spirit el Christ, wh^rei^-- 
arke is, wbatever he does, the^flmr of Gcll 
uwfertnl^ predoematesevertiiefM^of atai, 
aad the tove of Gad, rather ttaii tbii^love i|f 
tile world, bearsittieotttrolled simfoi^Whb 
affecttemi and cendttct. 

There woald be no difficdty in fKiinti^ 
Qbt the path isjf d«<y upon ibis general sub- 
ject buttb^e is smae in ea^iafrhawfiif 
imsk nay isi.wnrreftam Ikbi iNpi^ Md yet be. 
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'^hHstiftfis. Oiie thing is i^bm: Cbrisfif^ 

icannotbe woridlings* They cannot be lov- 

-evs of pleasures more . than loafers of Grod« 

'?Be who fixes bis highest nflTections ob 

wealth, honor, biisiiiesB» sensiial jrieasores^ 

:gay amusementS) anil the varioas pursuits 

of the present scenet cannot fix thent «a- 

^premelyoa God. ^No man can serve two 

mastws; for either he will hate^the ono and 

4ove the other, o» else he will hold to the one^ 

^and despise the other. Te cannot serve God 

<«iid Mammon.*' 

, Nor is the character oi the vast multi- 
4ttde who attempt to. make a compromise be- 
tween God and the world, better than that 
<»f the mere worldling. ^'They are of their 
Jftthmr the Devil, and the lusts of their fii- 
ther they will do." The mere fact that 
they are for. ever balancing between a lile 
of devotion and a life of pleasure; that tliejr 
design now 'to yield the em|ure to God^ and 
then to the worlds decides the queatioa 
against them. 

We mast ndt deny that the cUldroi sf 
■ God are sometimes guilty of awful defectien 
irom the standard of Uhristlan character io 
tlieir intercourse with the worid. But after 
all, thmr 'prevailing feelings and conduct are , 
-not those of conformity to the world, but of 
habitual non-oonformity. The principles of 
the new man are at war with the principles 
of the world. True believers have put 0^ 
toneemiag the farmer amversalum the M 
mum^ wkMi is corrupt accardiag ta the^, ds- 



tdtfil lugtSyUnd haroepnt&n the new iMnV 
ifhich after Ged is crealML in rightetmsnem^ 
Ofd true holtnuek IMeleay pten, saith tb«: 
AposUe, tPiMc inv the 8piHt^ and ue shaia 
KoT fttljU the lusts of the ^mA. We canfioil;* 
walk after the flesb wliite we walk afterthe'* 
Spirit While the4ei^of CM is the reign- 
ing afieottowof/tbe hearty it will turn awajr 
with disgust fronft^ the aHiiretneiits of; th6' 
world. T^e spirit of Cbristinns is a heav*^ 
etely spirit. ^They look t^toti things that* 
are seen, but- on those^ that are .unseenf for* 
tfb^ tilings that are seenare tomporflJ, but tho^ 
things that are unseen are eternal.- They set: 
tbdr affections on things above) and notonw 
things on the earth.*' 

This subject presients • a nnmber of sol* 
emu-questionSf to eiRery one who is- anxious^ 
to ascertain •whet'herh&heart is right in the^ 
jstgfat of God. Iti»a^'eat^intwith*&Uo& 
m to* know. Whether we are spirituaHy-* 
minded, or woridly-mtndedf Whether wei 
are ctn^ormed to this worlds or transfanmi; 
by the rmttmng af^ our^mimls? Whether the 
oojects of faith oref senses things presents 
err to come, have the predominating intnence^ 
ovtJr our hearts? 

\ 'What shall we^ sayof tiiose^ and^of -those* 
prcifessing Christians too, who ejditbit to 
themselves and to others, ail the traits of/ 
character which belong to woridly mtmh. 
What of those, who pursue* worMy things 
VHth all that ardor, all that intemperate' zeal,^ 
\Mcit enters into die pnrsnttssof woridljr; 



9tm ^MfmiMly iMtMiwd tQ .eimlh, mid are «t^ 
y»i atteiw Qmm «Im €<NMionw«fiitb g[ I0raf4£ 
Wh»t«hatt w6 tliy of tbsm wtKrlaye thf. 
ci«6lf»ofiiahiah9 mwo tbail ibe jy^aociati^M 
far pmg^rt a«fl wbcicwrt (be friendabip loC 
tba ricb, tb« gi||r# and tba bofforable, mori 
tban thai of the hiMaUe 4i0Ci»l« of Jf^np^: 
What ef tbfsa wit a^»M( fmdhthwrlUtU fuet 
Jilia a /oafef md tMur mMrm 4mce;. wk« 
tebr: the timftrri amd Aom ami jrtjfim at 

tables Urboi be vaafced paraoM af tbia abaDv 
aMer . vlth tbqaa wlia mm m^ Gad, ikgpaat^- 

wamf 

WIM dball wf aagr of tbo8r« wbi^ ave fiip 
aMf varyifig firoai flie path of diitjr» laslal. 
ahooM be^npoyular; whonovwr liap.iiajrUa» 
Ua, or Kit a ftnger for tba honor of Goilf ifliti 
they abwid dia^aae tlie worhB Whut^ but 
tiiat M^y /0V€ ^/m ptmuiof man mom ^ilaw Ma 
jwauaa/ fikktf 

Confonaity to the woiid, |a f o te axpeoMl 
fron the jmfcaaad warMfitiff. It k tfci^ 
character of the worldling. But i$ it to ba 
f. expected from the professed^sdple of Je- 
f aaa? Is it the reaidt of the habitual deter- 
minidSaoa of a haawuly iiHnd. {a it the 
otiaraciter of one vho looks on thtaga that 
are unacten and eternal; of a atriiiger and ao- 
javmer; of one who seto his affectiooa on 
things abo?e» and not on things on the eavtW* 
Haw many^ like tba yoang niaa in thogtt^. 
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pft^exlilUt a dcdmfr Md regdkin oMinif<> 
]iK»lto8ioii9.w4io are whoU|r devalMi lo the^f 
vorldK Hare thein afltetion^oaiUvei Fimn 
IMS potlnfed fbatitata aH diaw jpya^ fl0w. . 
They had. been* CliriBtiaiMliatfar Iha woriiLr 
Bat the wtMrMiis. Ifae fhlai sRal«e4 Thagr bavat 
]danged down^ the jwaeipioa,* aad diifteil> 
ataiost bayandf the h^ of recaverjr. % 

£ «ir any man loye Ihe aroiid, the low of 
the father is no* iir^im*" The ex]preKum« 
dlthe^osda is not too stmn^ 2bk ooniai*! 
hf^mmitd <• imbath. 6haiv me the mm whol 
iiUhibe the spirit of the- iiorid? who ahoaam 
dm coatpaay aC the^ifmiM; who iauMtf Ihai^ 
apampla of. the. world;, oatifbrai to tiia max^ 
iois of the world; are swallowed up in tlHa 
^iety». fimhions, and asBaaefnenta of tiio 
Wforld^x^iehnld these are the iiDgodly, wha» 
mm haought into desohukm. aa in a moia^t^ , 
t have seen the wkkad in gseat powaa, ami 
spreading himself liiLO a green hay ttean 
Tet he passed away, and, lo^ he waa itoti 
yea, I soaght him hot he could not be foandbj 
SttfOiy thoQ didst set them in slippery, placfst 
tbao castest them dawn into daatruclion**' ; 



ESSAY XIV. t 

GUOWTH HI GRAiCa. . 

How beatiUruI is tiie liglit oT tlie morning. 
Heboid it Ijoveiing u¥^i' Ibe distant edge oV 

#14 ■ " ' 
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tie hoHMn, mi theMinff iteokterM I 
npM ike hilh. it « « mondmg witkmd 
eiindB^ fim how M<m is the prospect Mw^ 
ceet! The atneephere is oberareA bj ^mpon^ 
Mid tbesuttisdMPkeMdhyaoleiid. ▲gen 
the miete ere fled; the dauds. are peesied 
cwrer; and; the sua is stilt advaaclag ta bis 
coarse. Tbaa he rises; aew bebiad tha 
doad, tiewt fn ail Ibe greataess ef Ma 
str6tigtb» Miaisg* brigUer and brif^tUr «ato 
the pwfM day. Sach is tbejwM ifihB jwtL 
In the present world, good aiea are rery im- 
perfect The best of men have reasaa to 
eonaMn bittirfy 9i the body of shi and 
Mum; and the best of mea too, have the laast 
aINleat desires that the body of sin and deslh 
may be cradjfed vfiA ChrUt The higheat 
point of Christian experience is to press te- 
^ard. It is a diteingaishing trait in the 
character of every good nan, that he jrrairs 
in graa. 

There are Tarions sinriUtades osrd by the 
inspired writers^ that are sijErnlficaatl]^ ec- 

tressive of the advancement of Christfansrhi 
nowledge and in piety. The yoong raa-« 
vert is lilLened unto one that is newly b«#h. 
There is a point of Horn in which be bi^giMS 
to live. At first, be is a babe; then a chiliU ^ 
till he finally attains anto the measure efUie 
$t(Uure ofthefuhtesB qf Christ. The kinii^doni 
of lieaven is also compared to sleed wkieh is 
cast ifito the ground. First, cometh up Mie 
tender blade; then, tlie thrivinp^ stalk; tiieii, 
the ear; after tha^ the fall com in the efr, 
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imii9 nerta^int lifh ih imagery in utttury 
urn more folAy iihistvat^ ilmgrowUi of gr«fm 
MOioboiurt. Xb«Hi^A<eM9^,Miitb job»sAia( 

ititM mup «<f«v<r ofid < l r»i ^r. Tkio io 

{||w pvoinimmt feotnro in tbo diftfwcter of 

-tko gogil' mfou A# fM^ AoU on Ait tra)|» 

^Tto youMi," ftoHb tbe evangoUciiI propho|» 

KTbo yottlb tholi Gpiiit and be weary # $ihI the 

joiitigqmi oball utterly fell; Imt tbey that 

Iwatt «|ioa thaLord abaU reaaw tbeiratrengtlis 

Hmj abaU mooat iip with wioga a» eagUm 

they dmll raa and not be weary, and th«f 

abatt walk and not fainl." With inimitable 

^beamty^ is the good man deeerihed by the 

^liidmist. ^And be shall be like a tree 

flanleil by the rivers of water, thatbringetb 

C&rth hia fniit in hie season; his leaf also 

' diall Mt wither^ and whatsoever be dotb 

ahall prosper/' Grace in tbe heart as cer- 

tsinty improves and advances, as a tree 

> thrives in a kindly and wdll watered soil. *4( 

4sm4Mlies inioMnortal youth, and blooms for 

. mrar in nnfading beauty." 

The certainty of the believer's pciif^ress, 
liowever, rests on a sorer fonndation, than 
cMhfff the degree or the nature of bis reii- 
l^ien. ^We ara not snQcient," says the 
Apostle, <^ think any thing as of ourselves, 
h^ onr 8i4loieiicy is of God.'' That the 
f^fhii Ged will i^win tbe divine Ufc^ 
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till they reach the stature of perfect Bichv^ 
and art meet fur the htheritance qfihe sainis^' 
in light, is beymid aH controversy. Butthe 
reason^ and the sole reason^ of this is, that 
it is Ood that warketh in them towill and Ut 
do of his good pteasure. Covenanted grate ' 
is the support ot the believer throu^ every 
step of his pilgrimage. ^ There is nothing in 
the nature of holiness that is ineapable of ' - 
corruption. Adam fell^ Angels fell. Ani^' 
such is the awful depravity of the humair ^ 
heart, that left to himself, the hoKest saint '- 
on earth would draw back unto perdition. ' 
Still he shall progress in holiness through- ^ 
out interminable ages. It is the ecofiomy of 
divine grace, where Ood hoe begun a good 
work to airrf it on; whei*e he has given onfr^ 
holy exercise of heart, to give another and ' 
another, until the subject is ripened fbr - 
glory. 

The hyporrite, when onee he imagines 
himself to be a Christian, views his work a» 
done. He is satisfied. He i$ rieh^ and in--' 
creased in goods. But it is otherwise wifli^ 
the true Christian. Conversion is but fai» 
first step. His work is all before liim. His 
graces^ are increasingly constant and in«- 
creasingly vigorous. The more he loves 
Grod, the more he desires to love him. ^VWt 
more he knows of His diaracter, does he 
contemplate the manifestations of his glory 
with rising delight. <^As the hart panteth 
after the water-brooks, so doth his soul pant 
after God.*' Having once tasted that the 



b)r4it gnu^mBt im^ apt eooog^ to satisfy 
IhIiu He will ev«r pemvin wi^ati^fieid till be 
TffiCbeH tkt fbitfitaifi4iead^ mid drjjiks to the 
full of M^ fiptfr ff Ufe, whi^^w$ from thfi 
tkr(me rfGo4 mi tkt JUunb^ Tlie more he 
sees of tke evil of tifit the more lie desires to 
flee. Tbe mo^ be betee U, tbe more he de* 
Siloes to bute iu The more he sees of liim« 
B^, t^ jei^ee be nbbars bimselt; itod the 
more does he desire to abhor himself. Xhe 
m^re b^ is ennptied of bimeeli; the ipore does 
he^kdgire to be emptied of bimaelf; the more 
he de^iim te becoine poor in spirit^ to feel 
th^ be is cut off from every liope^ end to rest 
Of Christ alone. The more be is eegnged ii| 
di^9 the more deiigW he finds in perform** 
iof it. Tlieqiore severe hie conQict with 
tbieaemyt the harder be premies it, and the 
nifre Wgoroiis his resolutiofile maiataiii it to 
tbelaat* 

Theie ere #o«ie thhigff in which the in* 
ctoeae of frece is more vistMe^ both to the 
world and the subject^ than others. Partic* . 
idptl^ heve the peopfe of God less and less 
cq^deiice.iii.theniAQl^e^* They cherish ait. 
iiliifeesliig sense of their depeadience. They 
he^e been so often dieeppcnnted in their foise 
c^idencesy tjiet tb^ have in eome gfwd 
m^aaqre become weaned flrom Ibem. They 
fcnowr by bitter experience* the felly iit trust- 
ing to tbettselves» They have, learned that 
^i^veayofmon if «et in Atmie^ that it i^naf 
inwm tmit walkdh to direct hi$ ^tepa. The 
i i4 i |WM deiit» edf-euScienfcepiiit ef thp Q%r^ 
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nalheart is broken down. They w«Wfty» 
Jdifhj and nol by sight. They daily taste th6- 
sweetness of that heavenly precept, «frt all* 
i^y ways acknowledge Grod^ and' he, shall di-- 
rect tliy paths: Cast ail your care on the- 
Lord, for Hfe careth for y«u.** 

They are more and morepatient in suffer-' 
ings. The more they are accustomed to thb- 
yoke, tlie lessdo they re^ne under the weight^ 
of it 

They are atso-niore and- more charitable 
in their q>kMons of others* Young GhrisT- 
tians are too often very uncharitable and Cj^n- 
aorioas*. They are more apt to take notice 
of the infirmities of their brethren^than thei^ 
graces, and- the infirmities of others, than 
t^eir own. llut the more they know of them- 
, selves, the more reason do they see to exelr- 
else charity toward others. They fe&r to 
Judge, lest they themselves shovld he also* 
judged. They walk tinth att hwUntss and 
meeknessr with Umg^mffering^^ fcfrhearing oiu 
another in^sree. . . > 

They have also tfaemore full government 
oFttieir passions. They are slow to wrath, "' 

They are more and more punctual in tbei^ 
performance of 4he relative duties. Toung- 
CShristians^ are apt to negleet them. They 
sntfcv the duties they owe immediately to 
God, to swallow up. those t^at belonj^ to 
their neighbor. But as they advance in thft 
divine life, they beeome more uniform in the 
exercise of grace, and more punctual in tfad 
diaduu^ttf all A^^ They d^mit love Ood; 



"^mt but tbcyr love their fi^ew-men mom. 
As they grow more fervent and more con« 
.etaat in their devotional exercises, su tbey 
liecone more circumspect, aad unexcc^ption- 
jftble in their intercourse with the world. 

Perhaps there is no one .point in which 
growth in grace is more.visitile, than in jthat 
%flrmony and cotmstencn i^^charact^r^ which 
are top often wanting 4u young Christians, 
rbut which shine with so much beauty in 
•those who ai*e advanced in the Christian 
course^ 

Jn every thing that belongs to the exo€l« 
jt^nce of re^ religiqn, the true believer is in 
.a state of progression. -He seeks miA 
4sitrivesy be wrestles and fights. He is ever 
.aiming at the pi^ize. Yiew him in the early 
vpart ^ the divine lifej follow him through 
the various stages of his progress; and you 
.vill dKnd, that notwithstanding all his doubts 
vand declensions, he makes a gradual ad- 
.irance. He does not feel, he does not act ^<as 
though lie bad already attained, either were 
^ready. perfect; but he follows after, if be 
msiy aM^t'chend tliat ibr which also be isap- 
i|ireliende<l of Christ Jesus." 

<<This oKB TuxwG I do," says Paul, <<for- 
|;etting the things that are behind, and 
reaching ffirth to those that are before, I 

Eress toward the mark of the prize of the 
igh calling of God ^in Christ Jesus.'^ 
Where is the Christian, that does not make 
^the spirit of the Apostle his own? Tell me, 
jm who have just befiin the. heavenly race; 
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Ml me, ye who are verging ioiVftrd thk sM^ 
was there erer a Chriisrtifliii, that felt satisftM 
with {n*e8ent attainafientsi is not the unvary- 
ing voice, both of early and long-tried ptdty^ 
responsive to the langaag^ of Paul? Yes^ 
ifeader, it is hotb the highest point of Chris- 
tian experience^ and the clearest evidence of 
Vhristiati cbaracter» to ritBSS fomwaiiWw 
The disciple of Jesus (tosires to be perfbef; 
to be more and more conformed to tbe image 
of Christ. He presses after this. It is liia 
grand inquiry* how to be, and bow to Htd^ 
more like a child of God. 

Mark the wof/ ff the upright. As yd* 
trace bis steps through this dreary pilgriitf- 
age, sometimes he wiHiders from the path; 
sometimes he halts and tires. His pr^igresa 
is far from being uniformly rapid, and often 
^r from being perceptible, either by him- 
'Self or others. Sometimes hiis motion is re- 
trogt*ade. l^ere are seasons when, instead 
of advancing, he is the subject of great de- 
fection. Still it is trae, that an the loAofe, 
lie advances. If you compare Ms present 
atato and character with what they were a 
considerable length of time pasty yon WiB 
find that he has made gradual progress. I 
know there are seasonsh— dark and gloomy 
seasons, seasons of guilt and declension — 
when tlie real Christian will make this com- 
parison at the escpense of his hopes. Be it 
so. Seasons of euUt and declension, ought 
to be seasons of darkness. I know too that 
f iHNre are seii^oiiSy when be ia liabb to dis^ 
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<pQra|^inei)t9 because he does net always 
' experience that light and joy which crowned 
' the day of his espousals* This is a serious 
error. There is a glow of aficctton» a flush 
of joy, which is felt by tlie young convertf 
as be is just ushered into the world of grace, 
which perhaps may not be felt at any future 
period of his life. And you cannot from 
this draw the inference ihat he has made no 
'advance. All this may be true, while there 
is a power of feeling, a strength of affection. 
In the saint who has passed through the 
wilderness and knows the trials of the way, 
to which the young convert is a stranger. 
As he ascends the monnt, his eye is fixed^ 
bis step is more vigorous; and his path 
jbrighter and brighter. He remembers his 
|3evious steps, and how he traced them hick 
with tears. But the trials of the way are 
forgotten. He is rising to that brightness of 
jpurity, which *<sheds the lustre of eternity" 
on bis character, and aiming at the crown of 
i^ghteousness which fadeth not away. 
V Here then is another test of the genuine^ 
^ess of your religion. I am aware that it is 
f, severe one. But it is one which bears the 
feal of truth; and we must not shrink front 
it. Professing Christians are nft ts place 
top much confidence on their past experi- 
ence, and think little of the present; to think 
much on what they imagine to have been' 
^ir conversion, their first work, and then 
^ive up the business of self-examination, 
and allow themselves to droop and d«cUfffi 
1^ 
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But the question is» what is your present 
character? **Grace U the evidence of grace,** 
I know it is true^ that he who is <ince a 
Christian is always a Christian; but it is 
also true^ that he who is not now a Christian 
never was a Christian. Examine yourself^ 
there/orCy and see whether you be in the /aim* 
The best evidence in the world that you arc> 
is that you grow in grace. 

Now apply the principle. Have you^ an 
the whok^ since you first began to hope that 
you were united to the Lord Jesus Christy 
been growing in grace? The question ia 
plain and decisive. 

Do you never hunger and thirst after 
righteousness? Do you never see the seasons 
when you are conscious of the most sensible 
(}e|fa:es after increasing conformity to God? 

Do you never feel the burden of remaining 
corruption, and ardently desire to be deliver- 
ed from its power? Do you never find your 
heart drawn out in fervent supplication for 
sanctifying grace^ as well as pardoning 
mercy? 

Do you now desire to pressforward, to re- 
nounce every thing, and to take God for all 
your portion? Do you strive to live nearer 
to Him) and are you resolved to persevere 
to the end, in a life of faith in Him wlio lone- 
ed you and gave himself for you? 

If you can ingenuously answer these ques- 
tions in the affirmative, you are not destitute 
of evidence, that you have passed from death 
^ntoljfe. But if you know nothing of all 
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tbiSf cast away your vain confidence. No 
man living in spiritual sloths and making no 
new advances, ought to flatter himself that he 
is interested in the blessings o( the great 
safvatiun. The man who is satisfied, be- 
cause he thinks he is safe; who feels that he 
has religion enough, because he thinks he 
has enough to save him from hell; is as ig- 
norant of the power, as he is a stranger to 
the consolation, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 



ESSAY XV. 

PRACTICAL OBEDIENCE. 

You have no right to call me, «<Lord, Lord,** 
saith the Savior, ^^unless you do the thinga 
which I say. If ye keep ny commandments, 
ye shall abide in my love, eTen as I have 
kept my Father's commandments, and abide 
in his love.'' Yon cannot claim the char- 
acter, yon cannot share the privileges of my 
^ople, without yielding a cordial, an habit- 
ual and persevering obedience to the divine 
commandments. 

After all that can be said of the nature of 
the Christian graces; after every effort to 
discriminate between true religion and false; 
the spirit of obedience to the Divine com- 
mands is the grand teat of the genuineness 
of our faith. By their fruits ye shaBknow 
them^ The plain and decisive question^ 
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which should be often pressed upon the read- 
er's conscience, is this, 1$ the spirit of the 
gospel expressed in my habitual deportment? 

There is a wide difference between that 
obedience which the go6{)el requires, and 
that which is practised by the most advanc- 
ed Christian that ever iived."*^ That obe- 
dience which, through the grace of God, 
the believer is enabled to attain in the pres- 
ent life^ and which may be viewed as con- 
clusive evidence of Christian character is. 

In the first place, cordial. It flows from 
the heart. f<God be thanked," says the 
Apostle to the Romans^ <«that ye were the 
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed VROftr 
THE HEABT that form of doctrine which 

* We ftre««fti% of the efforts that have been made, aiMt 
are still making in one form or anotheryboth by the wise and 
the unwise, to pervert, if not to destroy, the moral law. 
Some tell as. Unit it is abated; others, that It is not bindin|^ 
since the apostasy, and others* that it is not binding till af- 
ter the gospel is embraced. Sometimes, ^ve are consoled 
-v^ith the notion, that *<God dcfea not require perfect obedi- 
ence of His people in this fallen state!" At others, we are. 
quieted in our rebellion by the ai^umeot, that "the com- 
mandment is not grievous, because it is not the rule of 
justHleation!" The truth is, the law Is founded in the char* 
acter of God* and the relation which all intelligent erea- 
tnres beAr to Him. Hence, while this character and rela- 
tion remain the same, the law will remain, under all pos- 
tfible oircumstanoes, immutably and everlastingly biBdin|. 
That obedience to the law which the gospel requires, is 
identified with the requisitions of the deesdogue. Do we 
make ifoid the law through faith? Yea toe tttablieh the 
Uiio. Is the law so unholy, that it requires abatement^ Is. 
the commandment so unjust, that it coold not righteously 
lave been the rule of justification? Is God unrif^teoos — 
or is every precept of his law, under all the sanction of 
, eternal death, of the same binding force now, that it was 
when first ptoelaimed from the aaered hUl? 
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was delivered yoB." Evangelfcal obedi- 
eQce expresses not merely the form, but 
the power of godliness. Everything short 
of that obedience which proceeds from the 
beart is disobedience. Gfod neither requires^ 
nor will accept of obedience which does not 
spontaneously flow from supreme love to 
Himself. The moral quality of all actions 
lies in the disposition of heart with 
which they are performed. Actions that 
are apparently good may flow from a very 
bad hearty and in the sight of God, are as 
corrupt as the heart from which they flow. 

We read of those who followed our Lord 
with great zeal for a time; but who at length 
went back and ivaiked no mwt ixMh Him. 
And what was the reason? The lave of OoA 
was not in them* Their hearts, like that of 
the young roan in the gospel, did not enter 
into the spirit of the duties which they prac- 
tised. They did not love the duties them- 
selves, nor desire to glorify God in them. 
Men often practise the duties of piety from 
fiome mercenary end. False motives en- 
twine themselves into all the external duties 
of the hypocrite. Not so the obedience of 
the true Christian. That is deep and 
thorough. It proceeds from the inmost 
6oul. There is a purity of design in all. 
'<This is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments; and His commandments 

ARE NOT GBIBV0U8.'' It is HO tssk tO the 

Christian to obey the commandments of 
God. It is his highest pleasure* He de- 

♦15 
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ligfi^ in betegi demoted to the servlceof a 
being wbom he wipreoiely loves. **it is4tts 
atnil and his ilrink to do tlie will of Uim 
tbat aettt hii», and to finisli His work/' It 
13 with 4i6art Alt ^pleasure^ tbat he consecrates 
his time^ bis talents^ attd his privileges, to 
the delightful wi^rk of glorifying God« The 
glory of God is the gi*eat end of bis being* 
The boiMM* of His name is a iB<itive» para*- 
motmt to every other principle; the pi*ecepta 
of His law a guide, paramoont to every 
other rule of dnty. The lorvt of Christ am^ 
strains him. When he contemplates hte. 
duty; be feels the spirit of holy enterprise; 
when he looks at ttie work which God has 
given bfm to do; be is ammated with ptmm 
9fteaU and is constrained to exclaim, ^4 4le* 
H>^ht to do thy witt, U God, yea, thy law is 
wiTHiir MT heart!'* He, thei^'wi-e, who 
obeys God at all, obeys Him fram the heart. 
He obeys internally, as wdl as externally. 
His is cordiiU obedience. 

But the obedience of God^s people, is alio 
bubittud. There are skome passages of scripi* 
tui'e which at first view appear to incuklile 
the idea, that the obedience of the new in^a 
IH universale Caleb and Joshua are said to 
have WHohJsY foUewtd the Lord* Job is call* 
ed a P£RPBCT aiid upright man. Zeeb»* 
I'ias and Anna are said to have been «^rigbt- 
eous before God, walking in ALXithe emu- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord 
SLAMBLBss." <'Whosoever abideth in 
Christ/^ saith Jehn^ <'9ixir£TH vox. And 
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igaiiif Whosoever is bora of God, dots 
KOT COMMIT sin; for his seed reinaineth itt 
Uoiy and he cannot sin, because he is bora 
of God." And thus our Savior> «^Then are ym 
my friendsy if ye do what80£.tes I command 
you," But if we would malee the Bible 
ccffisistent with itself, we must give theso 
passages some latitude of meaning. The 
experience of the world, and the declarations 
of .eternal truths assure us, that <«There is 
not a .just man upon earthy that sinneth 
not" We must not root out all religion 
from the earth, because we do not find per* 
fection in men. Moses sinned; Samuel sin- 
Bed; Paul sinned; Peter sinned; aod yel 
they were all fervently pious* The melan* 
choly fact is, that the best of men do sin 
greatly. They at*e sometimes the subjepts 
of the most nwful defection. 

It is needless to conceal the truth, that the 
sins of good men are of an aggravated char* 
acter. It is in vain tosay^ that they do not 
sin knowingly. They are indeed often sur- 
prised into the commission of sin; but they 
4iften commit it with calmness and delibenb* 
tion. They often commit it in defiance to 
the sober dictates of reason, and in defiance 
to the most powerful conviction of their con- 
sciences. 

It is in vain to say, that they do not sin 
voluntarily. No man was ever constrained 
to sin. Sin cannot be forced upon m'en con- 
trary to tiieir own inclination. The chil- 
€lren of God often complain, that their hearts 
prompt tliem to sin, but their hearts never 
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constrain them to act contrary to their 
choice. Serioasly considered, it is impossi- 
ble to sin without acting voluntarily. The 
divine law requires nothing hut voluntary 
obedience^ and forbids nothing but voluntary 
disobedience. As men cannot sin without 
acting, nor act without choosing to act^ so 
they miist act voluntarily in sinning. 

The children of God therefore do sinj they 
sin knowingly^ they sin voluntarily; but 
they do not sin habituaUy. It is not the j;r€- 
vailing haUt of their lives to disobey Uie 
commandments of God. This cannot be* 
<^Sin does not beigit in their mortal bodies, 
that they should obey it in the lusts thereof.^ 
Between the old man and the new, there is 
an unceasing conflict. <<The flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh; and these are contrary the one to tiie 
ether^ so that they cannot do the things that 
they would." Still, in the new born 8oul» 
the flesk has not the ascendency. ^♦The old 
man is crucified with Christ, that the body 
ofsin might be destroyed, that hencefortit 
we should not serve sin.'' This is moat 
surely true of every believer. It is the pre- 
vailing habit of his life, to obey the com- 
mands of God« He is solicitous to perform 
whatever God requires, and watchful to 
avoid whatever He forbids. No (rue Chris- 
tiaTi can be habitually more engaged in (be 
service of the world and of nin, than in the 
service of G^d. His obedience, though not 
perfect, is habitual. 
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It may abo be added, tb«t» that coBfornw 
ity to the precepts of God's word upgn which 
we may safely rely as a test of character, is 
persevering. The disciple of Jesus Christ 
perseveres in his course to the end of lifoy 
Me kolds an his way. It is the characteris- 
tic, as well as the blessedness of those who 
<Hrust in the Lord, that they are aa Mount 
Zion which cannot be removedi but abidetb 
for ever/' 

The Apostle John speaks of a class of 
professing Christians, that were somewhat 
multiplied even in those early days of the 
Christian Church* He says, ^^They went 
out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would bo doubt 
have continued with us; but they went out 
that they might be made manifest tliat they 
were not all of us.'' The true disciple 
endures to the end. Though he foresees that 
his path is beset with obstructions on every 
side, still he goes forward. Though dan- 
gers may threaten, and trials, discourage 
him; leaning upon the Beloved, be goes for- 
ward. His most vigorous resolutions ter- 
minate upon his duty. He goes forward 
with a firm and vigorous step. No matter 
liow rough the way, with an eye^xed on the 
Jhifhor and Finisher of his faith, he goes for-^ 
ward with unabated ardor,i^aving the earth 
behind him, and animated with the prospect 
of Heaven and glory before ^m. He is 
aiming at the prize of the high ^aUingofOod 
in Christ Jesus. No difficulties are so greats 
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no fatigue so severe, as to divert bint from 
bis design* Perfection is his object He 
cherishes no present intention to disobey «t 
all. From the heart, lie desires and intends 
lo yield a compliance, not merely to this, c^ 
that requisition, but to all the divine re- 
quirements, without distinction, and ^'itfa-^ 
out exception. 

We have the highest warrant to believe^ 
that obedience thus cordial, habitual, and 
persevering, is conclusive evidence of our 
good estate. There are none but real Chris- 
tians, who thus persevere in the sincere and 
habitual practice of godliness. <<The ways 
of the Lord are right, and the just shalF walk 
in them, but the transgressors shall fell 
therein. The way of the Lord is an high 
way; it is called the way of holiness, and the 
unclean shall not pass over it.'' 

The scriptures uniformly represent a life 
of practical godliness as a decisive test of 
Christian character. A holy life is the 
grand mark of distinction between the ebil- 
dren of God and the children of the devIL 
<«In this the children of God are manifest, 
and the children of the devil: whosoever do- 
eth not righteousness is not of (rOd." ^'Little 
children," saith the same Apostle, <<let tio 
man deceive you, he that doeth righteous- 
ness is righteous; he that committeth sin is 
of the devil/' And again, "Hereby do we 
know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments." 
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It is difficult to conceive how it can bt 
otherwise. There is an inseparable connex- 
ion between a huly heart and a holy life. A 
holy life can no more proceed from an un- 
holy hearty than a pure stream can flow 
from an impure fountain. M^'herever we ftnd 
cordial, habitual, persevering obedience to 
tlie divine commands, there we have reason 
to believe, the love of God dwells in the 
heart. Show me a man who makes the law 
i>f God the rule, and the glory of God the 
€nd of his conduct; who is habitoally devoted 
to the duties of piety and charity; and 1 will 
ehow you one whose heart has been sancti- 
fied by the Spirit ef grace. On the oth- 
er hand^ show me a man, who, in the general 
course of his life, pays no regard either to 
the divine law, or the divine ^ory; who 
neither denies himself, nor exerts himself for 
the honor of God, and the good of his fellow- 
meuj and I will show you a man who, not- 
withstanding all his hopes and his proies- 
Aions, has never felt the power« nor tasted 
tiie sweetness of genuine religion. The 
truth is, men sincerely and habitually act as 
they love to act. In forming a judgment 
concerning our own character, we have no 
right to view our practice better than our 
principles^ nor our principles better than our 
practice. 

At the future Judgment, there will be a 
public trial of human character. The gi*and 
question then to be decided, will be. Are you 
a child of God? Are you a believer in the 
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Lord Jesus Christ? This question will be 
decided by evidence. And the. evidencis^ 
which the riglaeoos Judge ^ ilt view as conr 
clusivey will be a life of practical godliness. ' 
««The Father, without rospect of persoiut^ 

WlH judge ACCORDIKG TO EVBHY MABT^S 

WOKK.'* When John, in tJie vision of Pat- 
mos, <<saw the sea give up the dead wliieh 
were in it, and Death and Hell give up the 
dead which were In them; they were judged 
every man according to his wobk." In 
looicing forward to the process of thatday^, 
tlie reader oiay anticipate this grand rule of 
trial. If be leads a life of evangelical obe* 
dience, though that obedience is not the 
ground of his acceptance, it is evidence 
that he is accepted. And this is evidence 
that comes without looking for it. A life of 
humble, holy, Christ-like obedience, carries 
hope, and faith, and comfort, along with it. 
It is conclusive evidence that the love (^ 
Christ oonstraineth yon, and is not long main- 
tained without filling the heart wiUi It^ht 
and joy. 

Come then, and try your heart by the 
same rule whereby God tries it. God has 
gi\'en, or he will give you, a fair opportuni- 
ty of proving your religion, by bringing it 
into action. He proved Abraham, and the 
trial issued in the clearest evidence of Abra- 
ham's religion. He proved the younsi; man 
in the gospel, and the result of tlie trial wasr, 
that he loved the world more tfian God. 
What is the issue of the trial in your cascs^ 
Frames^ and experiences, and professions^ 
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VA 'bopesy are nofliing without lives aX 
practical godliness. <<IIe that bath my 
commandments and keepeth tbem, be it is' 
that loveth me." ' 

The plain question which was stated at 
the beginning of this essay^ is a very im- 
portant on^f Dots your religion express it-- 
sdf in your ludntucu deportment? — ^In pros- 
perity, in adversity, in the family, in the 
world, among friends and foes} Remember, 
he Oiat hath the hope oi the gospel, purifieih 
himself even as Christ is pure^ Does your 
love to God prompt you to a devout attend* 
ance upon all His institutions? Does it atii* 
mate you with increasing attachment to His 
Word and His service? Does yonr love t0 
man lead you to do jmtic€y and love mercy, 
to live in peace with all menf Does.it make 
you the better husband, or the better wife; 
the better parent, or the better child; the bet- 
ter master, or the better servant; the better 
magistrate, or tlie better subject; the better 
frien4» or the better citizen? 

The religion of Jesus Christ is not a sys* 
tern of empty speculations, designed to have 
no practical influence. It is not the off- 
spring of wild enthusiasm, that exhausts all 
its force in feelingt and leaves none for ac- 
tion. ^*A good man, out of the good treas- 
ure of the heart, necessarily bringeth forth 
good things." Experience without prac- 
tice is nothing; and practice without experi- 
ence is no more. Experimental religion con- 
s^s in the reality of the Christian graccs; 
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and in their due effect apon the life and con^- 
versation. If joa are an experienced 
Christian, you feel the power of religion in 
your hearty and exhibit it in your life. TAe 
lyk of Jesus is made manifest in some good 
degree in your m4)vtaL flesh. You feel and 
act in some measure as Christ felt and act- 
ed You discover His spirit; you imitate Uia 
example; you exhibit a firm and bold attach- 
ment to His cause. . 

But, reader, with all thy short-comings, 
with all thy gross violations of duty, is such 
the Jiahitual course of thy life? Is thine a 
life of devotion, of meekness, and humility; 
of supreme attachment to heavenly and di- 
vine things; of self-denial; and of universal 
benevolence? Try your heart by your prac- 
tice<i and your practice by your heart. If, 
after candid examination, you Qnd reason to 
hope that you are one of God's dear cbil- 
dren-T^washed with the blood, sanctified by 
the Spirit, clotl^d with the righteousness of 
the Well Beloved; cherish that hope as the 
gift of heaven. Dismiss your fears; bind 
yourself to be the Lord's in an everlasting 
covenant; think less of yourself, and more 
and more of the name, the cross^ the glory 
of your Redeemer. Henceforth let your light 
SHINE. <^Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all things shall 
be added unto you." Or, in other words, 
do you serve God, and God will take care of 
you. Submit to His will; trust:,in His grace, 
and resign yourself into His hands, with the 
assurance that The Lord is weix fjleased 
niih hose who hope m his "mebcy. 
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Lbt the reader review the preceding pages 
in the fear of God. The subject is of eter- 
nal moment. A mistake here, is a mntalte 
for eternity. Under a deep sense of his 
need of the searching influences of the Divine' 
Spirit, let him, as he reflects upon what he 
has read^ adopt* the language of the Psalmiitfy 

^^^Search me^O Ood, and know ny heart; 
try roe, and know my thoughts; and see if 

^ there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
In the way everlasting.'' 

He that ts wA with nu, saith the Savior, 
is against me. Tbei« is no principle within 
tjie whole compass of morals, that admits of 
more strict demonstration than this, that 
there can be but two moral characters that 
are essentially different There mast be nec« 
essarily in every intelligent being, a conform-* 
ity to the will of God, or the want of it It 
is as impossible that a man should be neither 
ri^ht nor wrong, as it is that a portion of 
matter, at any given period, shbnid be neither 
at. rest nor in motion. It is absurd to sup- 
pose, that be is neither a saint nor a sinnw; . 
neither penitent nor impenitent; neither a 
believer nor an unbeliever. So long as men 
possess any moral character, they must 
view themselves, and be viewed by others, 
either* for God or against Him. In the 
great contest which enlists the feelings and 
the power of three WM^ds, it is impossible 
that there should be a neutral. One side or 
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tbe olber wUl claim every iateHigent-limg^ 
in beaven, oo^ earthy and. ia lielL And it is. 
right, they should do 8o« If tbe Mne should 
i»o w bedrawaby tbeinvieiible band o£ the Orea^ 
Searcher of bMrts; on the one aide would bo_ 
tbe friends of Gbodf w the other. His enenicMSU 
Suffer me, then, beloved reader^.befere X 
take leave of you, plainly » solemnly^ and a$«; 
ftctionately, tonsskthe question, Ovymmm 
sfOK. DO TO0 STAND? If youpossess noibii^ 
more than mere visible morality; nothing 
more than the naked form of religion; Dotbi^ 
ing^more tban ai speculative knowledge of. 
the system of revealed trutbf nothing nmrii 
thaaaimpk conviction forsio;^ nothing mom 
than a vaia eonfidenee of your own.good es* 
tiUe^ connected with some apparent zeal fiw 
theeaose of God, andi a^ few tranneiit anA 
fl^urioua aSectioas:; bow can you be one «f 
the cbildpen of the Everlasting Father? K 
yott are a stranger to love to Oodf : to i«penl« 
ance for sinf to, fiiitb in the Lord Jests 
Christ; to evangelical bnmUity; to genuuM^ 
Self>deniaI-^ow can yon cherish the hope 
that you are a Christian? If you.know ntitt^ 
ing^pf the spirit of prayer; mrthing et ^ 
love of the brotherhood; notiiing of mDrtil|)r«> 
ing the spirit of tbe worM; nothmg of gniwtk 
in grace; of cordial, habitual^ perseiwrinif « 
obedience to the divine commands^-^ew ean 
it be, that you ba^e been ftrot^ mgh by A» . 
iU)oA(^ ChrUtf If these things are so, ihm 
ha$t ndlher part nor M m thUmaUerfjor tkjf 
hmrt is n^ right m the 9iglU^0§d^ 



• Bm8 tUs ai^titeyoQ? The writer of ibestf 
friiges takes no plea9ore in esdting needtesflr 
alarm. But how can he raise the unhallowed 
GrjTy Peace, Ptoee^ when the Eternal God Baith 
J^ere i$ no peacd^. How can he raise the an- 
hallowed erj, when evety note of the syren 
srnig woidd. only lall the hypocrite into a 
BMTO death-like seettrity» and^ erery sea- 
tenee prove titt bl#w to4^k him deeper into 
the etMnal pit? Poor, self-deceived man? 
mAo vainly^ unai^iiest that thoa art in the 
way to heaven^ while thou art in the way to 
ksii, rather than, amuse thee with tame^' 
wiHPOthf prett^^ thit^» O that I conid raise a 
▼eiee tlu^ woidd make tiiee ^trembie^ even 
in the grav^' of trespasses and sinsf Been- 
trNiiedto diflOHaa thy deceptions; to give np^ 
tiqr ddasive confidence. Cast not the an«- 
char off hope opoti a shore so yMdin; that^ 
thei final Uast wilt break its hold. However 
hard the struggle, despair c^ mercy withdut 
b^g^wairtied in the blood of Jesus • Cberislf ^ 
not a delumon which the Kiag ot terrors. 
wBl.laar from thy heart! 

:But shrill presume thataHmy readers 
are l^ypocrites?. No; many ef them^ I trusV 
are the dear pisople of CM. Some of them 
flMy be weak ii>> faith, and weak in hope.. 
Beloved Christian^ I would not lisp^ a plia- 
ble to rob thee of thy confidence. Though 
weak and tremblhigy there is evefy thing to 
eneoarage and strengthen thee. It cannot, 
diseouragio you to examine closely whether^ 
the foundation of yoor Jiope be firm; whether 
your confttenee is built npon the sandier 
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i^hetfaer it rest on the Sock of Ages. Feeble 
Christians are callM upon to mourh over 
tlieir weaiuiess. Their want of strength is 
tiieir sin. Their graces may be well com- 
pared to the <«dimly smoaking flax." They 
emit little ttiat Wkrms and enlightens. Their 
love is cold; their joys barren aiid poor. 
God hides his face, and they are troubled. 
Tossed, like Peter, upon the tempestuous 
fiM»a» Ihey have hardly faith even to cry, Lordy 
sarvef or IperishI Stilly they may rejoice. 
The Angel of the everlasting covenant lives. 
That precious covenant itself recognizes th0 
heart-reviving principle. Redemption through 
the blood of Jesus, forgiveness efsms according 
to the ricnes of Ms grace. Well then, be- 
liever, roayest thou rejoice, ev^n in the 
midst of trembling. . What, though thou art 
bowed down under the weight of guilt; what^ 
though poor in spirit, filled with apprehen- 
sion and almost hopeless; what, though thou 
art like the bruised renl— frailty itself still 
more frail, ready to fall by the gentlest 
breeze! «A bruised reed shall he not break, 
and smoaking flax shall he not quench.'' No, 
never. It shall not be broken, but support* 
cmI— cherished; yea, by a hand that is omni- 
potent, transplanted to the garden of the 
Lord, and flourish in the couHs of our God. 
The Great Head will never disregard the 
feeblest members of His own body. 

' There is ^ peculiar adaptedness in the 
character of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the 

weakness and fears of His people. Early 
was He designated as one who should hmr 
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(nvr griefs, and carry our sorrows; commis^ 
sioned to bind up the broken hearted, and t6 
comfort all that moum^ The man Christ 
Jesus is touched with thefbeHng of our infirmi" 
ties; He kn^oweth our frame; He remembereth 
that we are hit dust. The Shepherd of Is* 
raei wiU gather the lambs in His arms^ and 
carry them in His bosom^ and gently lead tha^ 
that are with young. It is He that giveth 
power to the faint; and to them that haroe w 
mighty He increaseth strength. 

O believers! that we all might learn to 
fasten our affections^ to rivet our hopeSf on 
the cross of Christ! Here is our comfort. 
We must think much, and make mnich of 
Christ. In Him, all fulness dwells. He, is 
the Captain of your salvation. He, is a 
fountain for your uncleanness^ and a light 
for your way. It is He, that is of God made 
unto His people, wisdom, and righteousness^ 
and sanctification, and complete redemption; 
No matter how great )rour guilt; rest on 
Him, and He will be increasingly precious; 
precious in life, precious in death, precious 
for ever. While your life is hid with Christ 
in Oodj however languid the throb^ it shall 
never expire. 

Come, then, lift up the hands that hang 
dortvUy and confirm the feeble knees. The 
heavens and the earth shall sooner crumble 
into their native nothings than the feeblest 
Lamb of the Shepherd's fold stumble and 
. finaily fall. Loose thyself, therefore* from 
the bands of thy neck, capHve daughter of 
Zion! If thou hast sea^on^ of trials be w 
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Idanned; ifthim hast moments of despoBden* 
cy and weakness, be not dismayed. <«Few 
not» tbott worm Jacob, for thou sbalt thrash 
the mountains and beat them small. Tby 
Bedeemer is the floly One of Israel. He 
will stren^ben thee; yea,^He will help thee^ 
jrea, He will uphold thee by the right hand of 
jBis rigbteottsness, Say^ is it not enough? 
Thanks be unto God for His unspeakablegillp' 

I close J^eaeEssaysy then, by beseeching 
(the readc^o derqte himself unreservedly to 
the Lord. "What! know ye not that .ye are 
not your own? For ye are bought with « 
|Krice; wherefore glorify God in your souls 
and your bodies, which are His. Render 
unto God the things that are God's/' What 
higher delight, what greater privilege Dan 
jou enjay« than to consecrate all that you 
ai-e, and all that you possess, io God! Come 
then, and make a voluntary surrender of 
«very thing to Him, and Choose His service 
as your highest delight. 

Henceforth let it be your greatest care to 
honor the Lord, who has bought you. JSis you 
have received Christ Jesus the Lird^ 89 rcalk 
in ffim^^BooTiSD and buixt vr in Mim — 
and ESTABLISHED in ihefaithf as tov hatb 
BEEN TAUGHT* obemtdif^ therein wiih 
thanksgiving. YeSy blessed Redeemer! Other 
Lords besides Tliee have had domimon over 
ns; but by Thee only vriU we make mention 
ef thy name. Thou Eternal, Incarnate, 
God! I am thine«--4oubly thine-^-whoUy 
tbine^tbine for ever. Ajaeit. 

TBE EBB. 
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